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The nation decides 
it is time to banish 
! the gun culture 


Suzanne Moope reveals Labour MP's 31 year secret 


Cofio Brown and 
Jason Bennetto 

— i 

THe Government was split and 
fatpug the threat of an embar- 
rassing Commons defeat last 
night after refusing to bow to 
Lwour and backbench Tbiy de- 
mands for a total ban cm hand- 
guns. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, announced to a 
solemn House of Commons 
that all high-calibre and semi- 
automatic handguns are to be 
b aimed from private homes 
andgun dubs in the wake of the 
Dunblane massacre in which 17 
people lost their lives. 

His announcement was in- 
tended to defuse a potentially 
danpaging row for the Govern- 
ment in the run-up to the elec- 
tion. But with John Major 
sitting by Mr Howard’s side, the 
Home Secretary raced crossfire 
from Toiy MPs who said he had 
gone too far and others - led by 
David Mellor, the former 
Home Office minister - who 
protested he had not gone far 
enough. 

The Government rejected 
an pppeal by Mr Mellor for a 
foe^ vote on a total ban. Labour 
was last night threatening to 
form 3 united front with the mi- 
nor parties, including the Scot- 
tish Rational Party, to defeat die 
Government on the Guns Bill, 
in order to impose a total ban 
on handguns, including all 22 
weapons. But the liberal De- 
mocrats could help the Gov- 
ernment avoid defeat. “We 
support the Government. We 
want something that is work- 
able, not populist," said a par- 
ty source. 

Tory Party sources hit back at 
Labour last night, accusing 
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1 had done. Then I esplamcd there was 
one little problem: “Ive got this slight- 
ly high-profile job and we don’t want the 
press crawling around.” He just thought 
I was being melodramatic.* 

. Ms Shot was married for seven 
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Education* 

24-page pull-out packed with higher 
education appointments 


•in Binninghani' 

Tbby was dfsperate to meet up and 
even though he had heard his mother’s 
voice on her answering machine; he 
cftk^catdita 

saying that die could be contacted at the 
House of Commons. When they even- 
tually met at her' house, he still did not 
know who die was. “She looted famil- 
iar but I said; “Whafs this high profile 


mother he was starting to become dis- 
illusioned with the Government. Before 
they met, he described himself to her 
as a one-natiOT Tbiy who was now look- 
ing ar Blair. Tbby may now be more in- 
terested in politics, but the priority 
remains for him to meet his huge fam- 
ily, and for Clare to meet her grand- 
children. 

Tbbysays he now “feels much more 
complete as aperson - 1 know who I 
am, were 1 come from, what my nuts 
are”. Ms Short holds out his bands. 
"Look,” she beams, “He’s definitely got 
■ my hands and feels like me inside.” 

.So why has she never talked about it 
before? “It wasn’t a secret It was a loss 
and pam m me. 1 wasn’t hiding anything, 
it was just that this big thing at the cen- 
tre ofmy life was painfiiL Of coarse, now 
I feel fabulous- it isn’t painful any more. 
Hereheis.'’ 

Giving hisreacticm last n^bt Mr Blah- 
said: “lam thrilled for Qare that she has 
met her son and that they have been able 
»> finTn pm fr g warm rftfafirmpfrip... Clam 

first told me of this situation some time 
ago after hex son approached her ..’. 1 
hope the media will be sensitive in their 
approach to the other people involved." 

Copyright: The Ifodeptfndent 


itics"with the aftermath of the 
Dunblane killings. 

The- Prime Minister had 
hoped to' secure cross-party 
support after the Cabinet de- 
cided to go further than the 
Cullen report on the Dunblane 
killings. But Labour outflanked 
Mr Major and the Home Sec- 
jretaiyby hardening its stance in 
response to the powerful swing 
of public opinion - led by the 
Dunblane Snowdrop cam- 
paigners -behind a total ban. 

Last night the campaigners 
reiterated their call for such a 
ban. Les Morton, whose daugh- 
ter, Emily , was among the dead, 
said in, a statement on behalf of 
all the families: “Any decision 
to continue to permit lawful pos- 
session of firearms implies a 
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Russian plot claim 

The power struggle in Russia 
deepened with Alexander 
Lebed accused of plotting a 
coup. | Page 15 

£3m pay-off row 

A political row followed com- 
pensation of £3m to the former 
boss of BEX Page 22 

WMettb inquiry 
MPS agreed to investigate the 1 
conduct of former whip David 
Willetts during the Hamilton 
“slease” inquiry. Page 2 
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willingness by this Government 
to tolerate gun crime- It also im- 
plies a willin gness in tolerate an- 
other Himgerford or Dunblane. 

“We have argued all along 
that this is an issue on which 
there must be no compromise. 
What we have before us is ex- 
actly that - a compromise. 

“A compromise that will re- 
sult m future abuse of the sys- 
tem which will result in the 
deaths of more innocent peo- 
ple. A co mpromis e which is nut 
acceptable to us. 

Aim Pearston, an organiser 
of the Dunblane Snowdrop pe- 
tition. said its members would 
now be contacting the Labour 
party to cany on their campaign 
at the next election. 

At the other end of the ar- 
gument, the firearms industry 
was shocked by the announce- 
ment. Brian Carter, a member 
of the British Shooting Spoils 
Council and director of the 
Gun Hade Association, was 
astounded by the move. 

He said: “This will be disas- 
trous. It will mean 500-600 
small businesses will dose and 
a minimum of 1,000 jobs will be 
lost" 

The Home Office said own- 
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eis of the 1 60 , 001 ) handguns that 
are to be banned will be allowed 
to sen them overseas, via deal- 
ers. About £24m has been al- 
lotted to pay compensation for 
the remaining guns that are 
handed into police stations for 
destruction. 

New legislation will be con- 
tained in the Queen’s Speech 
next Wednesday and Royal As- 
sent is expected before Christ- 
mas. .Anyone caught in 
possession of the outlawed 
higher-calibre handguns will 
he liable for a jail sentence ul 
up t o lily ears. A similar penal- 
ty will apply to people who keep 
the permitted small calibre 
handguns outside gun clubs. 

Dashing the Government's 
hopes that yesterday's an- 
nouncement would end politi- 
cal controversy over the issue, 
right-wing libertarian liny MIN 
lost night threatened rebellion 
against Mr Major, who they at- 
tacked for following public 
opinion. 

Edward Leigh, a long-term 
critic of John Major’s leader- 
ship. led the attack from the 
right, telling Mr Howard it was 
"worrying" that the Govern- 
ment was banning law-abiding 
people from carrying out their 
sport. John Carlisle, another 
right-wing dissident, told the 
Home Secretary his proposed 
changes were "“wrong" and 
would he received with “great 
dismay”. 

Ministerial sources also pri- 
vately told The Independent 
that the Cabinet had capitulat- 
ed to public opinion. One min- 
ister said it was a “knee-jerk" 
response to the political pres- 
sure for action in the run-up to 
the general election. Minister- 
ial colleagues said Michael 
Foisyih, the Secretary of Slate 
for Scotland, was also keen to 
take action because it would 
help him to bold on to his Stir- 
ling constituency, which in- 
cludes Dunblane. 

Mr Forsyth argued within 
Government that the public 
would not stand for anything 
less than a ban on the heavy cal- 
ibre weapons Hamilton had 
used. 

Jack Straw, the Shadow 
Home Secretary, warned that 
Parliament had foiled the coun- 
try by not taking tougher action 
after the Hungerford killings 
with semi-automatic rifles. "We 
owe it to the victims of both 
Hungerford and Dunblane not 
to fail again.” 

Lending article, page 19 

Cullen report, page 4 &5 
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Maurice Lacroix Swiss Watches, are available 
at selected branches of the Goldsmiths Group, 
one of the country’s leading retail jewellers 
with over a 100 branches nationwide. 

For details of your nearest stockist call 
FREE on 0800 220733 










THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER 1996 ■ THE INDEPENDENT 


news 


The 



Sometimes, when Mr Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
stands at the dispatch box, it 
seems that the skin and bone of 
his head have become a translu- 
cent shell, through which it is 
possible to observe and to 
admire the intricate workings of 
his political mind. 

Here -beside the left frontal 
lobe - is his populism receptor, 
keenly attuned to the minutest 
barometric change in the elec- 
torate's air pressure. Attached 
to the cortex is a meter, mea- 
suring what his colleagues will 
and will not wear. Between 
them run a series of electrical 
currents, along synaptic path- 
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ways, testing this position or that 
proposal and computing their 
outcomes. 

But never has this superb ma- 
chine been placed under so 
much strain as this week on the 
subject of Dunblane and guns. 
And yesterday the whirring and 


clanlrrng was audible through- 
out the Chamber, -as Mr 
Howard struggled with tire con- 
tradictions of his position. 

His is, as he always reminds 
us, the Parly of law and Order. 
But it is also the Party of shoot- 
ers - who cannot see why their 
enjoyment should be curtailed : 
because of the actions of a few. 
It is the Party of toughness on 
criminals, but also the freedom 
of the individual. It is the Par- 
ty of prisons, but also the Par- 
ty that loathes the nanny-state.- 

Ever since Labour dispensed 
with the Wail-for-Cullen ab- 
surdity, Mr Howard has been 
aware from the public response 


that the libertarian view was go- 
ing to lose out So he had to 
come to the House .with a 
“tough" plan of action, hoping 
that not-too many woiikl ask the 
obvious question: if guns are so 
awful, what exactly was the 
government doing between. 
Hungerfbrd and Dunblane? 

But the proposals also had to 
. give something to what is called 
“the shooting fraternity". Thus 
did Mr Howard baulk at a com- 
plete ban on .22 weapons, quot- 
ing. Cullen as saying they were 
“four-to-six times less powerful", 
and could be kept at secure gun 
clubs. His statement ended up 
with some vintage hypocrisy. "I 


urge the parties opposite to 
support that BiU. The country 
expects nothing less". ' 

Jack Straw, his opposite 
number, had only been allowed 
to see the CuOen report and the 
Home Secretary's statement a 
paltry three or four horns be- 
fore Mr Howard stood up in the 
House to make it Nevertheless 
Straw’s position had, for once, 
the imm ense strength" of con- 
sistency and be spoke welL Ban 
the lot, he said. - 
Ah, replied Mr HowartLthe 
synaptic canals pulsing there we 
have it, the difference between 
us and Labour, “tyfe believe it 
is possible to give the public pnv 


tection without the aided for a 
ratal prohibition”.- ■ ■ - 

Immediately, (tie Howard 
dan began to come apart in 
frontof our eyes. “Davad MeHor 
put his finger On part of iL if it 
was going to be made so in- 
credibly difficult to exercise a 
legitimate right to shoot hand- 
guns, thenwhy netbaii them al- 
together? . . 

Jack Straw, whose raindjs not 
as dull as some beljfcye, called 
forafree vote. Now- there is no 
justification for thi& 'othef than 
takingpleasure in watching the 
Howard machine blow itself 
up. Bnt thus, dear readers, is 
history made. 


Labour warns 
against curb on 
sleaze inquiry 


Anthony Bevins 

aid John Rentoul 

The Commons was warned last 
night that Labour would not tol- 
erate any attempt to obstruct an 
all-party investigation into a 
whip's interference with a 1994 
inquiry into the Neil Hamilton 
affair. 

Acting on an allegation that 
David Willetts, a Treasury min- 
ister and former whip, had im- 
properly given advice that could 
have blocked an investigation 
into allegations that Mr Hamil- 
ton had received cash pay- 
ments, the Commons last night 
agreed to open an investigation 
into the conduct of Mr Willetts. 

But Ann Thylor, shadow 
Leader of the House and a 
member of the investigating 
Standards and Privileges Com- 
mittee. warned the House that 
Labour would not let the new 
investigation get bogged down 
for lack of evidence. 

She told MPs: “I hope that 
those who may be called to give 
evidence, or to provide docu- 
mentation, will also be aware of 


their responsibilities to this 
House, and that everything the 
committee needs will be 
forthcoming.” 

Mrs Taylor then added: “Un- 
less that is the case, then these 
matters will not be resolved. I 
trust, therefore, that everyone 
will co-operate fully." 

Labour clearly fears an op- 
eration of Government-inspired 
foot-dragging, in the possible 
hope chat the inquiry will get 
bogged down - and even slip be- 
yond a May election. 

Moving the motion for a for- 
mal complaint of breach of 
parliamentary privilege to be in- 
vest igated. Labour" MP An- 
drew Miller said it was not for 
whips to meddle in the quasi - 
judicial investigation of a select 
committee. 

He said an open, public in- 
quiry, and firm action, was re- 
quired to restore public faith in 
Parliament. 

Alf Morris, a former Labour 
member of the old Privileges 
Committee, intervened to say 
that junior whips like Mr Wil- 
letts did not operate as soloists; 


they were “choreographed" by 
more senior colleagues like the 
Chief Whip. 

Tony Benn told the House 
that if it was a corrupt practice 
for an election candidate to of- 
fer a voter a £1,000 inducement 
to vote, it should also be an elec- 
tion offence for an MP to accept 
£1,000 to ask a question. 

Meanwhile, Sir Gordon 
Downey, the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards, 
has opened his investigation into 
the original - and buried - al- 
legations about Mr Hamilton 
accepting cash payments from 
Mohamed A1 Fhyed, the own- 
er of Harrods. 

Sir Gordon has so far inves- 
tigated four allegations that 
MPs broke the ethical rides of 
the Commons, with al least 
three now outstanding. 

Meanwhile, Doug Hoyle, the 
Labour MP whose local party 
received a donation from the 
lobbyist Ian Greer, announced 
yesterday he was resigning 
from the Commons committee 
investigating the cash -far~ques~ 
lions affair. 


fox n. cruel, 
cunning, ruthless, 
sly killer. 

huntsman n. (see 
above). 


In this week's Radio Times, John Pee! 
examines the arguments for and against fox hunting and 
discovers there are no easy answers. 
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Christian Wolmar 

Transport Correspondent 


The Royal Train looks set to fol- 
low the Royal Yacht into obliv- 
ion after the Government 
announced yesterday that it 
was changing the way Royal 
travel is to be funded. 

The Royal Family will in fu- 
ture receive a single grant for 
transport each year, rather than 
having the costs of the train and 
the Royal Squadron met auto- 
matically by the Department of 
Transport and the Ministry of 
Defence. The members of the 
Royal Family will then have to 
decide how best to; spend that 
money and the train is unlike- 
ly to be affordable. 

Last year, the cost of their 
travel was more than £9m and 
the 31 outings cost an average 
of £6 L29C including security ex- 
penses, a total of£1.9m for the 
year. It was used by the Queen, 
the Duke of Edinburgh, the 
Prince of Wales, the Princess 
Royal and the Duchess of Kent. 
With a tighter budget, they are 
likely to choose cheaper meth- 
ods of travel, such as luring the 
odd first-class carriage. 

The proposal is thought to 
have been finalised at the recent 
Way Ahead Group meeting at 
Balmoral last month. The 
group, which consists of senior 
members of the family and ad- 
visers looks at possible reforms 
of the monarchy as well as 
planning public engagements. 

The Rcryal Yacht Britannia is 
set to be decommissioned next 
year because the cost of a re- 
placement was considered loo 
high and the Royals arc trying 
to shed their ostentatious image- 

The new grant will come 
from the Department of Trans- 
port which will expect to make 
annual cuts to the amount. In 
answer to a parliamentary ques- 
tion. [he Prime Minister, John 
Major, said yesterday that a sim- 
ilar scheme for “property ser- 
vices on the occupied royal 
palaces" provided a suitable 
model. This bad led to “savings 
in excess of 25 per cent" over 
the past five years. 

He said: “Once the new sys- 
tem is established, targets for 
savings will be agreed and per- 
formance against them pub- 
lished [annually],” 



The truth is out there: A Greenpeace protest against the intended use by Unilever of 
genetically manipulated soya beans In Its products. The demonstration took place 
at the company’s headquarters in London yesterday Photograph: Ara mints De Clermont 
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Britain ‘htib(tf Parents advice 
enviramnental brings hagfell 
crime-wave? inGotdealhs 


Britaia has become . a key 
staging post m an expanding 
mternationai environmental 
crime-wave.the country’s 
first seminar on the subject 
heard yesterday. 

The nation’s busy sea and 
air ports, its bub position on 
international trade routes 
and the fact that police, cus- 
toms and other government 
agencies are only just starting 
to get ra grips with the prob- 
lems have given Britain the 
role. Banned substances in- 
ducting ozone-destroying 
CFC chemicals and parts 
from endangered wildlife 
pass through. • • 

Police rads in UK cities 
have demonstrated that large 
quantities of medicines pur- 
porting to contain extracts 
from endangered species 
such as tigers and bears are 
entering Britain for sale here 
but much is though to be for 
sale abroad. 

John Gammer, Secretary 
of State for the Environment, 
told a Chinese journalist at 
the seminar that the British 
government had no quarrel 
with Oriental medicine. But 
he rfaimaH that en danger ed ‘ 
wildlife parte were only used 
as aphrodisiacs, although 
tiger parts are said to have 
many beneficial effects. 
Nicholas Schoon 

Unionist MP 
goes itakxie 

A row broke out yesterday 
inside David Trimble's Ulster 
Unionist Party with one of its 
mh<» MPs ann o uncing his in- 
tention to run as an indepen- 
dent in the next election. 

Although the party in 
North Belfast has yet to hold 
its selection meeting the cur- 
rent MP Cedi TAfelker, 
claimed he was the victim of 
a right-wing conspiracy which 
bad the apparent support of 
the party leadership. 

A split in the Unionist 
vote in this cockpit con- 
stituency could result in an 
unpredictable contest which 
might bring the election of a 
Sinn Fein MP. 

Since Mr Trimble’s deo 
tion as leader a year ago it 1 
has been an open secret that 
many members of.the j&tlia- 
menlaiy party be inherited 
have been giving him less 1 
than whole-hearted support. 
In turn, some of Mr Tnmble’s 
dose associates have made it 
plain that they wanted to see 
many of Che sitting MPs re- 
placed by younger, more en- 
ergetic and more right-wing 
figures. Mr Walker is 71. 

• David McKittrick 

Suspect held 
over ‘IRA plot’ 

A French citizen, named as 
Jean-Louis Becker, was being 
questioned by anti-terrorist 
police in France yesterday in 
connection with a suspected 
ERA bomb plot Sources said 
his identity card had been 
discovered during a police 
raid on a London flat in July. 
Seven people .were arrested 
in the raid, which was be- 
lieved to have thwarted an 
IRA bombing with only 
hours to spare, and a cache 
of explosives was discovered. 

Mary Dtgevsky - Paris 


Fewer infan ts are dying in 
England and Whies because 
parent* are now heeding ad- 
vice to prevent cot deaths; 
experts say. 

Government statistics 
show the lowest-recorded in- 
font mortality rate ever. Since 
1971, the rate has fallen by 65 
per cent, from 17.5 per thou- 
sand live births to 6.1 in 1995. _ 

Ralph Settatree, Clinical ? 
Director for the Confidential * 
Inquiry into Stillbirths and | 
Deaths in Infancy, a govern- ± 
men t- funded research group 
ndviseD parents to make sure 
babies sleep on their backs 
and not their sides or front. 
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Stores warned 
on ‘fresh’ bread 

Frozen bread cannot be con- 
sidered fresh, trading stan- 
dards officers said. They are 
to issue new guidelines next 
month on the way supermar- 
kets must describe their 
bread baked in-store. 

The Local Authority Co- 
ordinating Body on Trading 
Standards is worried that 
consumers could be misled 
into thinking that all such 
loaves “fresh- baked", “oven- 
fresh", “freshly baked here 
today" are prepared from be- 
ginning to end on the 
premises. 

An officials suggested 
some supermarkets were' 
misleading their customers. 


New hospital 
dooms Bart’s 




Supporters of St 
Baxtholome 


lolomew’s, the famed 
900-year-old hospital in the 
Gty of London, yesterday 
vowed to fight on as plans 
were unveiled for a new hos- 
pital nearby which will mean 
its almost certain closure. 

The£300m 1,100-bed de- 
velopment, on the site of the 
present Royal London Hos- 
pital NIB Trust In 
Whitechapel, will be the 
biggest Private Finance Ini- 
tiative hospital project in the 
health service to date. 

■ A cash injection of £200m 
is needed to save the health 
service from a winter crisis, 
according to a review of 
health authorities and 1 trusts 
which confirms doctors’ 
warnings of severe financial 1 
problems. ■ 

The National Association ' 
of Health Authorities and ! 
Trusts says the NHS is • 
“pulling out all the stops" tej 
ensure that emergency and 
intensive care services are i 
ready for the winter surge ip 
demand but that this is befog 
done at a cost * 

Non-urgent treatments are 
being restricted or cancelled 
and waiting lists wifi grow, ; 
according to the NAHAT re- 
port, while debt is eating iqto 
next year’s resources. 

Liz 

Unspoilt pubs 

Up to a 1,000 pubs have un- 
spoiled interiors of architec- 
tural or historical importance 
which deserve protection; the 
Campaign for Real Ale stud. 
Its Good Beer Guide 1997 , 
published yesterday, lists 197 
with interiors of outstanding 
heritage value. 

Stephen Goodwin 
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Education vouchers scheme is 
forcing nurseries to shut down 


fi 


-I 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Playgroups are being forced to 
dose by the Government’s nurs- 
ery voucher scheme as schools 
rush to admit children who arc 
only just four. 

Officials from Norfolk, one of 
the four councils in the pilot 
scheme, will next month tcu the 
Ccnmnons Select Committee 
on Education about its concern 
that some four-year-olds are be- 
ing sent to schools which are not 
equipped to cope with them. 

As Conservative-controlled 
Wandsworth and Westminster 
yesterday presented evidence to 
the 'committee of their reser- 


vations about the scheme, 
Michael Edwards, Norfolk’s 
chief education officer, -said 
tire number of children attend- 
ing playgroups had dropped 
sharply this term and six had 
gone out of business. - . 

From next April parents of all 
four-year-olds will be given 
vouchees worth £1,100 iq«p«id : 
in private, voluntary or focal au- 
thority nurseries or schools. 

Mr Edwards said the me- 
chanics of the schen^vwere 
“not unworkable" but be was 
worried because , a grewfog 
number of young faitr-yeAr-; 
olds were being admitted;!© • 
small rural schools and put in 
classes with children sometimes 


several years older. . He 
added: “Heads of schools have 
seen this is a competitive exer- 
cise because of the money in- 
volved. Where there are only 


Education -f 
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two or three classes in aschooL 
there arc mdre 'four-y^arfolds 
in mixed age classes and fbgt is 
.worrying from an .educational 
r point of view. We have tried to 
- ehsuiis that there is appropriate 
teaching but it is veiy difficult 
for, teachers in smaH schools to 
cope witiithesectiiMcen.'’ . 


say 39^chools have changed 
thtm admissions policy to admit 
children immediately after their 
. fourth birthday. They fear that 
three-year-olds, who are not el- 
igible for vouchers, will be un- 
able to find proschool places as 
playgroups are forced to dose. 

Margaret Lochrie, of the 
Pre-School Learning Alliance, 
said their survey showed that, 
in addition to the recent clo- 
sures, a number of plaj/groups 
were struggling to survive. 

Meanwhile, four-year-olds 
. were being admitted to recep- 
tion classes. where the staffing 
axbdeqmpmCntwcre sometimes 
hot ap p ro piia tg. Nursery class- , 


es must have a higher pupil- 
teacher ratio than school re- 
ception classes. 

Mrs Lochrie said:“There is 
rampant competition from 
schools. Most four-year-olds 

are going to end up in reception 

classes and that is noi nursery 
education." 

Robin Squire, the schools 
minister, said: “There is no fi- 
nancial needs for state schools 
to expand the places they otter 
to four-year-olds unless they 
want to. Where they do decide*-?- 
to expand state schools, ItoY. 
those in the private and volun- 
tary sector wffl want to consid- • 
Wfflr^fi^thequalityofwbat - 
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Sir Cliff Richard had domed his 
long black wig, grown menac- 
ing sideburns, even acddental- 

h' knocked out a feDow actor in 

rehearsal But even bis Heath- 
cliff was powerless against the 
unpredictability of new 
technology. 

Finally realising a dream he 
had nurtured for more than 30 
years. Sir Cliff, 56, played Emi- 
ly Bronte’s brooding heroin the 
opening of a new musical based 
on Wutherpig Heights. 

But the 4,000-strong full 
house to see Heathctiffai Birm- 
ingham's indoor National Are- 
na did not realise that the lavish 
show they. were watching was a 
victim of computer error. 

One-third of the sophisti- 


‘People said I 
couldn’t do 
this. But I 
looked in the 
mirror and 
said: I’m 
still Cliff 
Richard’ 


Heights and rnu/j*inTii^ him as 
a ruthless merchant adventur- 
er and opium trader. * ■ 

Miss Bronte had not foiseen 
the scope for exotic Oriental 
dan ce sequences and laser-led 
flights of fancy. 

Before yesterday’s first mgbl 
of the five-month long four-coy 
tour which has already sold 
340,000 seats and taken a 
record £&5m, the God-fearing 
Peter Pan of pop was 
determined to prove an affini- 
lywith E n g lish merature’smost 
romantic and dangerous 
obsessive. 

“Quite a lot of people said J 
couldn't do tins,” he “He's 

the nice guy singing Living Dott. 
And every morning I looked in 
the mirror and thought damn , 
I’m still Cliff Richard. 

“But when I put the wig on 
I felt different No, I've never 
been cast aside by a lover for 
someone else. I have never- 
theless loved and felt love and 
lost love, wished someone 
would love me. AH those feel- 
ings, weVe all felt them.” 

Supervising last-minute re- 
hearsals, the director, Bank 
Dunlop, said: “CSff is a very 


Charles Boyer - Garden of 
Aflah (1936) 

Was Boris Androvsky in the 
tale of a Trappist whose 
conscience is restored by 
liquor on his wedding night 
Better known as viBainoiis 
husband to Ingrid Bergman's 
Paula AJquist in Gaslight. 


Clark Gable - Parnell (1937) 


Gable struggled with the role 
of an 19th century Irish 
revolutionary who comes to 
grief over his love for a 
married woman. Critic Frank 
Nugent called ic “A singularly 
pallid, tedious and 
unconvincmg drama." 



Natalie Wood - Gypsy 
(1962) 

Horribly miscast as stripper 
Qypsy Rose Lee, are! a far cry 
from her most famous part as 
straight-laced Marfa in West 
Side Story. One critic said she 
resembled a "plastic wind-up 
doll strutting the runway”. 


Dick van Dyke - Mary 
Poppins (1964) 

Van Dyke's pitiful 
attempt at a Cockney 
accent still reduces 
audiences to hysterical 
laughter more than 
30 years after the release of 
this children’s classic. 


ted computer projections 
not used as a shortage of 
'technical rehearsal rime and 
other hi-tech mishaps , caused 
their abaxKkmxnent for the long- 
awaited first night of this £3 5m 
production- " .’ . 

Sir CUff and foe rest of the 
cast arrived in Birmingham yes- 
terday after hiring Baris Gburt 
in London for fout days ta re- 
hearse^andin his eagerness to 
portray the demonic side of 
Heathdrff, SirCfifftobdredout 
his fellow actor Jimmy Johnson 
in one of fo& rehearsal fight 
scenes. „ ^ 

Perhaps was appropriate in 
this very odd piece of casting. 
In last night's show it was hard 
not to bhnk at Sr Cliff up cm 
stage not only beating lip his 
pregnant wife but also smoking 
opium. For this production 
travelled a lot further than - 
Emily Bronte's. Yorkshire, 
loring foe time that Hcalh- 
was away xrom wumenng 


risk.* 1 

And Sir Tim Rice, who 
composed the score with John 
Farrar of Grease fame, added: 
"Cliff is very misunderstood. 
He is an artist with lots of 
facets.* 

Outside the stage door, the 
fans were in no-doubt of their 
ageing hero's suitability for foe 
role. Barbara Byrne, from War- 
rington, .had seen CBff in con? 
cat 374 times and followed him . 
round Australia, though she 
faded to get a ticket for this 
B irm i ngfiam~ ppiBning “Of 

course he looks the part,": foe 
saifj indignantly. “He looks Kke 
a man'. The beard has changed 
firm totaHy^".. , !' ' . i .: 

. And she added with a ride- 




■5*-.yr\ . "V 
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Humphrey Bogart - The 

Amazing Dr CUtterhouse 
(1938) 

Bogart deviated from his 
normal tough-guy roles to 
play a mad criminologist who 
becomes addicted to crime. 
He did not repeat the 
mistake. 


Mfck Jagger - Ned Kelly 
(1970) 

Mick J agger’s sheep - 
stunningly bad portrayal 
of Ned Kelly, the Australian 
hero outlaw, nearly 
caused a diplomatic 
incident and was never 
likely to get an Oscar 


New imager COff Richard in rehearsals for H&athcttff at Birmingham’s National Arena 


Compiled by Sam Coates 


Oasis chappies^ “Cuff doesn’t 
throw cans of beer off the stage 

and spit at everybody.” . 

. Sit Cliff summed it all up 
modestly saying: “Tv& never 
embarked on anything Eke this 
before and 1 newer will again. 
This could be foe swansong of 
my career." 

. That now looks unlikely- 
Potygram, foe company which 
mark Trainspotting , have now 
offered this Jafeinife, swarthy, 
ite Cliff Richard a new 
script -his first for 25 years. 


'Life for lorry driver who ended 



Clare Gamer 



Lony driver Stuart Morgan 
was convicted yesterday of the 
murder df 19-year-old Hunch 
student, Cefine FSgard, who he- 
packed Dji at a service station, 
raped 1 'and strangled before 
dumpmg bar body in a ditch . - 
f,ofParkestoneio 
Ms Fteaxd af- 
ter she ^d hitched a fat with 
fiimitfhinptoiway service sta- 
tion mfianipshire last Decem- 
ber.‘: detectives believe he 
caHi^afoe4)ody in his lorry for 
ninec^o^foeairistmaspe- 
riodtxa^elOT^Jgherclothes 
auditendonme her body in a 
lay-by'Hfcafi^W^ester. . 

The jiny reached their unanh 
nnots ventipcat foe end of foe - 

life, 

him: “What yireSSd fo/Cdine. 
has caused m fog 

mirwfa rfafliTgWrfoxtikiiwpeo- 

ple.” Morgan bad afornttedgw: ■: 
mg her a Sft, claimed they had 
consensual sex,^ ^but had denied 
murder. . 

Mis FigarcTs' encounter with 
Morgan was foe tragic cuhni- 
natfou of a jouriiCTof youthful : 
.Optimism. On 18 December 
the .accountancy student had 
waived goodbye to her par- 
CTts,Martme,43,andBmrani, 
47, at tli&£aziD^^ farmhouse in 
ferrieres Ias-Scey, 250 miles 
south-east of Paris, and head- 

foe previoSSmroer woriang 
at toe. Ashbourne Hotel in 
Rnrim^hrid^ Hampriihe. with 



Honest student: Celine Figaid was murdered by Stuart 
Morgan, who carried her body in his tarry for nine days 


her cousin Jean-Mare She was 
popular among, guests and in- 
vited to work over Christmas. 

Although “naive and trust- 
ing”/ it is believed Ms FIgard 
would never deliberately have 
pot herself in danger. She had 
decided to hitch to save mon- 
ey - a decision which cost her 
her fife. 

J Most of her journey was 
carefully planned; 90 per cent 
of it ’ completed with lifts 
arrange d by family and friends. 
It was only for the final stretch 
that she pul her trust in a. 
stranger. 

At Chi eve ly service station 
at the junction of the M4 and 
A34-in Hampshire, she ac- 
cepted lift from her eventu- 
al killer, hired -by the promise 
that she could use his mobile 


phone to contact her relatives. 

She was last seen at 435pm 
climbing aboard Morgan’s 
white Mercedes tony. Shortly 
afterwards, she was dead. Her 
body remained in foe bottom 
bunk of Morgan's cab through- 
out the Christmas period. Mor- 
gan continued driving and 
in foe lorry for three 
parking foe vehicle 
outside his house to enjoy 
Christmas with his 1 1 -year-old 
son and wife. 

It was uol until 29 December 
that Morgan set about dispos- 
ing of foe body. As police fences 
around foe country searched for 
Ms Figard and the sandy- 
haired, bearded driver with 
whom she was last seen, Mor- 
gan returned to work 

At High Ercall near Tfelford, 


Shropshire, he set fire to some 
of Celine's clothing, dumping 
her bloodied anderwear in a 
hedge. He then travelled to the 
lay-by on foe A449 near 
Ombersley, Worcestershire, 
where he dumped Celine’s 
naked body in undergrowth by 
the road. Shortly after 1230pm 
a local resident discovered foe 
corpse and the nationwide mur- 
der hunt began. 

Detective Superintendent 
Bob McCamont, who led the 
murder hunt, described Ms Fi- 
gard as “foe sort of person that 
anybody would be proud to 
have as a daughter”. 

“She was an articulate, hon- 
est student from a rural part of 
France who loved England. She 
was a lovely girl who spoke Eng- 
lish fluently.” 

Her father Bernard, who 
made an emotional appeal to the 
British public two days before 
Qrristmas, said of his “beautiful 
little girl": "Cefine was just a 19- 
year-oid student Hying to find 
her way in life and she went to 
En gland in rnijurwre her Fji gtkh. 

She was a dedicated student and 
she never had much time for 
boyfriends. My tittle Celine was 
too busy studying.” 

The description contrasted 
with foe warped image of Ms Fi- 

foe court inlus* defence. He 
painted a portrait of a “druggie" 
and a “hussy” who seduced him 
with hours of their meeting. 

Morgan, married twice and 
with three children, was a self- 
employed long-distance lorry 
driver and haulage contractor. 


Near the busy dual carriage- 
way where Ms Flganfs body was 
dumped, someone has carved a 
small inscription onto one of foe 
fence posts. It declares the 
green wooded copse: “Le 
Jardin de Celine" - Celine’s 
Garden. 


Owners 
of pets 
seek 
BSE 
answers 


Charles Arthur 
and Anthony Bevins 


Pet food manufacturers de- 
nied yesterday foal their prod- 
ucts might be contaminated 

with BSE, hut the MP who fird 
raised foe leans insisted that im- 
port am safely questions had not 
been answered. 

The Pci Rxxi Manufacturers' 
Association (PFMA), whose 
members sold a billion pounds' 
worth of eat and dog foods last 
year, said that foe suggestion by 
Manyn Jones, a microbiologist 
and Labour MP. that BSE- in- 
fected "meat and hone meal” 
(MBM ) - produced from grind- 
ing down cattle carcasses - 
could end up in pet food was **.i 
misunderstanding". 

Anxious pel owners inun- 
dated the RSPCA and the 
PFMA with calls yesterday, 
seeking advice. 

Under a government order, 
pet food containing MBM may 
not be prepared on foe same 
premises as food for cattle or 
sheep. But the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food 
(Maff) said yesterday that this 
was done to avoid cattle being 
fed any meat remains, and that 
it did not imp!)’ that MUM 
might be contaminated with 
BSE However, the measure has 
clearly been taken so that there 
is no possibility of BSE-infect- 
ed products being passed back 
into cattle feed. This "recy- 
cling" is believed to have caused 
the original epidemic, which has 
so far led to almost 164.000 cas- 
es of BSE being diagnosed, 
and an estimated 700,000 cat- 
tle which were developing* the 
disease being passed as lit for 
human consumption. MBM is 
made from such cattle. The 
agent that causes BSE is not 
killed by foe manufacturing 
process. 

Dogs appear to be immune 
to BSE, but cats have developed 
a version, called feline spongi- 
form encepalopathy (FSE). 
Since the first case was identi- 
fied in 1990, 71 FSE cases have 
been reported; all in the UK. 
But there has been a sharp de- 
cline in cases: last year there 
were eight, but this year there 
has been just one. This fall mir- 
rors foe BSE epidemic, which 
in 1992 saw 36,000 cases in cat- 
tie. So far this year there have 
been 5,219 cases. 

Mr Jones said yesterday foal 
a number of questions re- 
mained unanswered about the 
material being used in petfood. 

“Some petfood representa- 
tives have said that I have 
accepted that I misunderstood 
the situation. That is not true. 
Having spoken to them, there 
are sufi questions to he an- 
swered." 
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John Walsh meets 
Jeremy Clarkson 
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Safety strategy with 
no margin for error 


lames CusicK 

The Government claimed yes- 
terday that it had gone further 
than Lord Cullen's recommen- 
dations. However the force and 
precision of the 200-page report 
and its series of 28 recommen- 
dations had left little room for 
manoeuvre. 

Tighter vcLting of those ap- 
plying for any firearm; increased 
police powers and police train- 
ing in dealing with firearms; 
increased powers to inspect 
dealers; a new licensing regime 
and new security measures for 
all gun clubs will mean a new era 
far gun ownership. 

The Government's adoption 
of Lord Cullen’s advice will 
make British gun laws some of 
the most draconian in the world 
and far tougher than those of 
our European partners. How- 
ever, restricted access to hand- 
guns in Britain was Lhe core 
recommendation the Govern- 
ment had waited for since the 
26-day inquiry ended on 10 
July. 

The report argued in favour 
of a damp down on self-loading 
pistols and revolvers of any 
calibre held by individuals for 
target shooting. 

It recommended safeguards 
in guns not in use in which in- 
ternal mechanisms would be re- 
moved and locks fitted to 
barrels where practical. The 
separated parts would then be 
stored at dubs. 


Crucially, Lord Cullen said 
that if such a system was not 
adopted then “the possession of 
such handguns by individual 
owners” should be banned. 

The Government rejected 
the idea of “separation'’ and 
said it intended to go further 
than the report, “banning all 
high-calibre handguns" and 
prohibiting people from keep- 
ing even single shot handguns 
at home. 

The report dismissed the 
wholesale prohibition of all 
guns, including rifles and shot- 
guns. as unnecessary. Similarly 
Lord Cullen did not recom- 
mend the ending of the present 
system of certification, only its 
improvement. “Stopping short 
of a ban," the report stated, “is 
the one open to the least ob- 
jection on the grounds of prac- 
ticability.’’ 

The report made clear what 
will now happen to the sport of 
pistol shooting given the Gov- 
ernment's intended ban, stating; 
“Ban on multi-shot handguns 
would to a very large extent de- 
stroy the sport of target shoot- 
ing and have significant effects 
on the economy.” 

After the massacre at Dun- 
blane Primary School on 13 
March in which 16 children 
and their teacher were killed 
by Thomas HaraflLon, the 
Cullen inquiry remit included 
the future safety of schools and 
the safeguards of those who 
work with children and adults. 


The report's recommenda- 
tions, adopted by the Govern- 
ment yesterday, will mean 
schools being ordered to “pre- 
pare a safety strategy” to 
protect pupils and staff. Where 
the funds will come from to pay 
for the improvement will now 
be made aprobiem for die Trea- 
sury. 

A new national body for 
youth clubs and groups, which 
will see improved vetting and 
the national exchange of infor- 
mation, is to be set up. 

The years when Thomas 
Hamilton was investigated by 
police after questionable con- 
duct at the boys’ dubs he ran are 
examined in detail in the report, 
together with the persistent ru- 
mours of paedophilia and the 
way Central Scotland's police 
enforced national gun laws. In 
one key sentence describing 
the methods used by the Cen- 
tral police force in their gath- 
ering of criminal intelligence, 
the report states: “It was a 
glaring deficiency in the oper- 
ation of the force's information 
system-” 

One officer in particular, 
deputy chief constable Douglas 
McMurdo, is accused of 
“adopting an unduly narrow ap- 
proach in which he paid not 
much more than lip service” to 
the idea that a person could be 
deemed unfit to have his gun li- 
cence renewed. Mr McMurdo, 
who resigned from Central 
Scotland Police yesterday short- 








Shadow of the gunman: Practice yesterday at the Safari Gun Club in CfHgwell, Essex 


ly after the report was published, 
gave evidence to the inquiry as 
a witness. Lord Cullen's report 
said “Mr McMurdo 's position 
underwent a disconcerting 
shift during the course of his ev- 


idence." 

The regime Britain’s grin 
owners face following the 
Cullen report will mean in- 
creased police powers. Gun 
dubs will also have to face an 


era of safely measures. Many, 
the report accepts, wifi, be us- 
able to afford the changes and 
wiU go out of business. 

Firearms certificate holders 
will be obliged to have mem- 


bership of at least one gun 
dub; e«£t club wfll be required 
to inform the police when a cer- 
tificate holder has ceased to be 

a member and gun dubs will 
have to appoint a dedicated per- 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

son to liaise with their local 
police. 

A new national computer 
register, bidding information on 
afi individual certificate holders, 
will uow be set up. 


Funding issue left unanswered Resentment out on the range 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

The Cullen report does not 
address the question teachers 
most want answered - how 
much extra money will there be 
for school security? 

The Government has 
promised “substantial addi- 
tional resources" from April 
next year. Local authorities will 
be given additional funds but 
will have to find 40 per cent of 
the costs themselves. 

David Hart, general secretary 
of the National Association of 


Head Teachers, said: “The Gov- 
ernment has got to stop pussy- 
footing around and say 
unequivocally that it will proride 
100 per cent of the cost of im- 
proving security out of brand 
new money. All parents are en- 
titled to expect that their child 
will be safe in school. Schools 
cannot be expected to provide 
new security systems from their 
own hard-pressed resources or 
for local authorities to have to 
top up Government grants with 
money diverted from other ed- 
ucational needs." 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 


retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, also argued that the 
question of cash was central. 
“Action plans and security p lans 
are helpful but unless the mon- 
ey is there to back them up, they 
won’t take schools anything 
like far enough." 

Some teachers were disap- 
pointed by the report's failure 
to make more definite recom- 
mendations. Lord Cullen em- 
phasises that each school must 
devise a strategy suited to its 
own circumstances and list a se- 
ries of suggestions in the form 
of questions, for example: 


should the numbers of en- 
trances be restricted? He makes 
firmer recommendations about 
what should be done once an 
emergency is under way than 
about general measures to pre- 
vent intruders. 

Schools have already become 
more security conscious after a 
series of violent incidents on or 
near school premises. Some 
have put up fences, Mocked en- 
trances, introduced identity 
badges. But almost all agree 
with Lord Cullen's view that it 
would be wrong to turn them- 
selves into fortresses. 


WBchael Streeter 

The reaction to the near-total 
handgun ban among members 
of the Safari Gun Club in 
Gringfbrd, Essex, was swill and 
angry. 

“Will it make the streets 
safer? No. Will ft save anyone 
from dying? “No," insisted 
regular Savvas Toufexis, after 
a session firing his CeskaZbro- 
jouka handgunat the club. 
“People are being deprived of 
what they enjoy doing without 
any social benefit for anyone. 
The Government is simply pan- 


dering to a section of public 
opinion.” 

The dub, which opened last 
year, has 150 members and is 
one of more than 2,000 in the 
country which will be strug- 
gling to survive. Its members had 
been bracing themselves for 
the bad news. Much of their 
anger stems from there belief 
that the Dunblane tragedy arose 
out of a failure of the licensing 
system, carried out by central 
Scotland police, and not the 
ownership of weapons per se. 

They point to illegally held 
weapons in circulation - esti- 


mated to exceed 4 million -con- 
trasting with the 160,000 


Howard. Huy said British en- 
trants would be barred from a 
□umber of international shoot- 
ing events using 32 calibre 
weapons. Mr Tbufesis, who 
owns six guns due to be banned 
was also worried about com- 
pensation, and said owners of 
weapons banned after the 
Hungerford massacre had still 
not received compensation. 

Richard Law, the club's reg- 
istered dealer, who watched 


Michael Forsyth’s announce- 
ment on television in stunned 
silence, said the clubcould still 
become a centre for 22 calibre 
pistol and revolver users: “It de- 
pends on whether the owneg*- 
will still want to come." 

The angry mood in Chingfbrd 
was echoed at the Shooters* 
Rights Association which rep- 
resents 5,000 shooters and deal- 
ers. Spokesman Guy Savage 
claimed 10,000 jobs could be 
lost: “One million shooters are 
royally pissed off at being made 
a scapegoat for the actions of 
others." 


Buying a computer for the first time or 
as a seasoned technology expert, derisions ore 
alwavs mode hv the head and the wallet and 
seldom the heart. 

The fact is that a Compaq enmputer is 
often the heart's desire of any computer buyer, 
fur home or office. So now , with a little help 
from Teihnolo;n Online, one of the UK’s 


£899 


largest Compaq dealers, your heart's desire is 
now priced to suit every wallet and still be a 
decision your head will be happy with. 

And, as if low prices were not enough. 
Technology Online will add a CareFREE 36, 
3 year on site warranty absolutely FREE. 

Three years’ complete peace of mind and 
a quality of PC which could only he Compaq. 


FREE ' 36 


J vear on site warrants 
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WHO HAS 
GREAT SAVINGS ON 
COMPAQ PCs 
UNTIL 31st DECEMBER? 


HERE’S A POINTER. 
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news 


we will never see such horrors again 


Police chief 
resigns after 
criticism 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

The police officer who was 
chiefly responsible for allowing 
Thomas Hamflton to keep the 
handguns used in the Dun- 
blane massacre resigned yes- 
terday after being severely 
criticised in the Cullen Inquiry. 

Douglas McMurdo, 56, was 
at the time Deputy Chief Con- 
stable of Centra] Scotland Po- 
lice, and was in charge of 
approving firearms certificates. 

He renewed Hamil ton's li- 
. cence despite a warning from a 

■ 2^ colleague that he was unstable 
vr* and an "unsuitable person to 
possess a firearm'’. A second of- 
ficer also reported that she was 
concerned about Hamilton. 

Furthermore Lord Cullen 
described the failure to record 
the warnings in Hamilton's 
criminal intelligence file as a 
"glaring deficiency". 

Mr McMurdo, who became 
Assistant Inspector of Con- 
stabulary for Scotland in Feb- 
ruary, yesterday handed his 
resignation to Michael Forsyth, 
the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, which was accepted. 

The Cullen Inquiry heard 
how Detective Sergeant Paul 
Hughes wrote a memo in 1991 
asking superior officers to con- 
sider revoking Hamilton's li- 
cence after investigating claims 
he bad assaulted several boys 
during a camp. He wrote: "1 am 
firmly of the opinion that 
Hamilton is an unsavoury char- 
acter and unstable personality-'' 
He added that he was "a schem- 
ing. devious and deceitful indi- 
vidual who is not to be trusted", 
no^i v a second officer agreed al- 
though a third did not. Mr Mc- 
Murdo wrote ‘no action" cm the 
memo and later told the inquiry 
that DS Hughes’ remarks were 
based on "a gut feeling". 


In 1995 Detective Constable 
Anne Anderson visited Hamil- 
ton to consider bis application 
for his certificate to be re- 
newed. She reported she had a 
‘strange feeling" about him 
and felt slightly intimidated. 
Mr McMurdo again signed the 
renewal after considering the 
evidence for “a few minutes". 

Lord Cullen said that Mr Mc- 
Murdo placed great impor- 
tance on the fact the Mr 
Hamilton did not have a crim- 
inal record. He said he ap- 
peared to have "adopted an 
unduly narrow approach in 
which he paid not much more 
than lip service to the idea that 
a person could be 'unfitted' in 
the absence of a conviction or 
pending criminal case." 

Mr McMurdo yesterday said: 
"Throughout four years as a po- 
lice cadet and 37 years as a po- 
lice officer I have always tried 
to do what was right and prop- 
er and within the law. 

"In my dealing with Thomas 
Hamilton, whether it was with 
regard to his complaints against 
the police or the Licensing of his 
firearms, I likewise tried to do 
what I felt was right and with- 
in the (aw. 

"I firmly believed at the time 
and still do now that the deci- 
sions I took were the only ones 
open to me. Nevertheless, I 
have to accept the conclusions 
reached by Lord Cullen. In the 
circumstances I do not believe 
I can continue as Assistant In- 
spector of Constabulary.” 

Central Scotland chief con- 
stable William Wilson last night 
spoke of ‘sadness" aver the res- 
ignation of Mr McMurdo. 

He added Lord Cullen had 
made “some criticism" of his 
force, particularly the time tak- 
en to notify relatives of the dead, 
and in its firearms licensing 
procedures. 



Pamela Ross, who lost a daughter at Dunblane, said the recommendations would not prevent another massacre Photograph: Colin McPherson 

Pressures made ban inevitable 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Behind the high minded state- 
ments yesterday, party politics 
and public pressure made an 
almost total ban on handguns 
inevitable. 

Michael Forsyth, the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, 
played a pivotal role in forcing 
the Cabinet and the Home Sec- 
retary, Michael Howard, to 
adopt a tougher tine. Mr 
Forsyth visited the school with 
George Robertson, his Labour 
shadow, on 13 March, the day 
of the killing . 

Both were terribly moved by 
the aftermath of the carnage, 
the holes in the walls and the 


Countdown to new legislation 


13 March: Thomas Hamilton kflfe 16 children and 
teacher in three minutes at Dunblane 
35 March: John Major and Tbny BtaJrvtet Dunbfarie- 
21 Marche Inquiry by lord Cullen announced - 
28 Apift 35 kfljed in Tasmania killing. Australian 
Government announces ban on 10 May ;T, y 
1 Au$BfcSdTbryMPs on Home Affairs SeJact-Conv 
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scattered, bloodstained clothes 
of H amil ton’s victims. 

A week later, John Major or- 
dered Lord Cullen to carry out 
an investigation into the killings . 
He was well-respected for his 
pragmatism after his inquiry 
into the Piper Alpha oil rig dis- 
aster and Ins terms of reference 
were drawn wide to enable him 
to make recommendations "as 


may seem appropriate”. 

David Mellor. the former 
Home Office minister, became 
the first Tbry MP to cati for an 
outright ban on handguns. He 
had few sympathisers on his own 
benches. In a BBC radio inter- 
view yesterday he crackled with 
anger at the way home office 
ministers dismissed his calls as 
a “knee-jerk” reaction. 


The Home Office wanted a 
long cool look to be taken, pos- 
sibly in the hope pressure for a 
total ban would fade. Ministers 
were keen to avoid being 
bounced into bad laws such as 
the Dangerous Dogs Act 
But events conspired to keep 
the demands for a ban high on 
the agenda. A deranged gun- 
man in Tasm ania killed 35 peo- 


ple in a gun massacre on 28 
April. Within 12 days the Aus- 
tralian Government announced 
its own ban on guns. . 

The speed of (he Australian 
Government’s response made 
the British Government look 
leisurely. The turning point 
came on 1 August when a group 
ofsnTbiy MF5 were vilified for 
using their majority on the 
Commons select committee on 
Home Affairs to reject a ban on 
guns. 

At the time, their position 
was defended by ministers. But 
the public outrage was a fore- 
taste for the Government of the 
b acklash which it would face if 
it sought to take similar half- 
hearted measures. 


Mother: 
‘They sold 
us short 
after all’ 

James Cuaick 

“It is not enough to stop this 
happening again.” That stark 
message, from Pamela and 
Kenny Ross, who lost their 
daughter Joanna in the carnage 
at DunWane Primary School on 
13 March, came yesterday after 
publication of the report they 
had patiently waited for. 

On 1 August, in aletter to die 
Government which appeared on 
the front page of the Indepen- 
dent, Mis Ross asked it quite 
simply to “Listen to me”. The 
passionate, logical, and plain- 
speaking letter had enormous 
impact 

Next week the couple's oth- 
er daughter, Alison, will cele- 
brate her first birthday. Mis 
Ross's letter asked the simple 
question: U WIU you be able to 
guarantee her safety when she 
starts school?” The answer they 
said they got yesterday from the 
Cullen report and the Govern- 
ment’s action which will follow 
was a resounding "No”. 

At their home in Dunblane 
yesterday the couple said: 
“We've really got no reding left 
... Lord Cullen had a unique 
moment If he had unequivo- 
cally advocated a complete ban, 
the Government would have 
been left with no choice." The 
partial ban, still allowing own- 
ership of 22-calibre guns stored 
at dabs, "is not enough”. 

At the Dunblane Hydro Ho- 
tel just up the road from the 
school the parents of all the de- 
ceased children issued a joint 
statement: ‘The ... atrocity 
that was committed that day 
against our children, their 
teachers, their school litis com- 
munity, this country, was so hor- 
rendous that it almost defies 
belief... We believe the seeds 
of tins tragedy and of other such 
tragedies rest in what we believe 
to be a gun culture in this 
country, a gun culture perpet- 
uated by a tiny minority." 



Friday, 18 October 

at lO&Optu, (BritUbtUM&) 

New 

fuuptberuia 
plan 
r Uv 

Frasier 


9 digits to call all numbers 


To call the “provinces” 

(outside Paris and the Paris region) 

Depending on the location, dial 
2, 3, 4 or 5 in front of the current 
number, which remains the same. 


The digits to be added are shown on the area code 
map and in the area code table. 

For example: 00 33 JO becomes 00 33 J JO 



To call Paris and the Paris region 

There are no changes. You will continue to dial 
the 9-digit number which begins with 1. 

For example: 0033 1 

To call mobile numbers 

To call a mobile phone, dial 6 before the 
current &digit number, which remains the same. 

For example: 0033 01 *. .. .. becomes 0033 6 01 .. .. .. 






How to call France 
from the United Kingdom 


On 18 October 1996 at 10:00 pm British time, 
France will switch to a new telephone numbering 
plan. These changes anticipate for the ever 
increasing volume of telecommunications traffic 
in France (new services, fax, mobile phones, etc.). 
This new plan provides a reserve of numbers for 
several decades to come and marks a further step 


towards harmonization with European directives 
and international recommendations. 

This New Telephone Numbering Plan applies to 
all numbers you call in France.To call a number 
in France from the United Kingdom, after 00 
simply dial the country code 33, followed by a 
9-digit number. 
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RemtanbenJ 

Don't forget to update your personal 
directory. If necessary, modify all French 
numbers (including speed dialing) stored 
in your equipment: telephones, fex 
machines, etc. 


How to phone 
when you are in France 

For all calls within Prance, dial 0 before 
the 9-digit number. The domestic long 
distance access code, 16, will no longer 
be used. 

To call another country from France, 
dial 00 (instead of 19). 
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France Telecom 
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N o Party Conference has ever faced a more fundamentally important issue 
than the one the Referendum Party will debate on Saturday in Brighton. 

What is at stake is the very future of Britain as an independent nation. 

You, personally, may believe that Britain should abandon its sovereignty 
and merge into a federal European super-state, governed by officials in Brussels. 

On the other hand, you may think that we should retain our British 
sovereignty and work with our European partners for our mutual advantage. 
That we should be one of a family of nations. 

But to be blunt, the politicians couldn’t care less what you think. Time 
and again, they have denied the people of Britain their basic democratic right 
to decide our nation’s future. 

The Referendum Party has been formed to give you a voice. 


We are non- 


and our only aim is to secure a referendum 


And once we have, we will disband. 

At Saturday’s Conference in Brighton, you will see that our speakers 

and supporters come from every shade of the political spectrum; left, right 

■ . * 

and centre. 

But they are casting aside their traditional political loyalties until after 
the election, because they know that this issue is of such overwhelming 
importance that it is above party politics. 

They believe that only the people have the right to decide the future of 
Britain as a nation. Not its politicians. 




Let the people decide 




Tf vou support the aims of fhe Referendum Party, call FREEPHONE 0800 919753 (lines open 7am - 11pm 7 days a week), 
^ . or write :to,the Rdfeiendi^ PG Box 1, Portishead, Bristol, BS20 8BR. Please quote REF 1/17/10. 

yhi- advertisement preparcd by JBanks Hoggins O’Shea, bn j&half of. the publisher, the Referendum Party, 1st FJooi; Dean Bradley House, 52 Harsefeny Road. London SNX'IP 2AF. 
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The battle 
begins to 
take the 

boredom 
out of 
Bracknell 


•t .. * ;*.* *. 


Clare Garner 


It's grey, it's concrete and has 
a reputation for being soulless 
and dull. Yel the Berkshire 
town of Bracknell is the unlikely 
setting fora battle over who will 
build Britain's first big town cen- 
tre shopping development since 
the tide turned against out-of- 
town superstores. 

Covering more than 1 million 
square feet the £300m Bracknell 
maD will be one of the UK's 
largest shopping developments 
in one of the wealthiest regions 
of the country. More impor- 
tantly, it is the biggest sign so far 
of a switch away from out-of- 
town developments which de- 
stroy city centre shops and 
threaten the Green Belt, which 
the Government has tried to halL 


The development is eagerly 
awaited by local people in the 
Berkshire new town, who have 
seen their purpose-built shopping 
centre decline as custom has 
moved to adjoining towns such 
as Reading. 

Two rival investors submitted 
plans to redevelop the centre of 
Bracknell earlier this year, but 
when Allied London Properties 
realised the scale of Legal & 
General’s scheme, it tried to go 
one better by unveiling a revised 
scheme. 

Bracknell cannot support 
both schemes and at the mo- 
ment Bracknell council is run- 
ning with the L&G one. Allied 
General, which paid £32m for 
the existing 300,000 sq ft 
Princess Square shopping cen- 
tre in June, is on the offensive. 



The locals do not care who 
builds the complex; all they 
know is that they want it soon, 
before the town “dies”. “There 
are no big stores, no nothing,’' 
grumbled Alan Rolph, 38, a self- 
employed deaner who has four 
children. “We need something 
or the town is going to die. 
There's nothing to bring people 
into it. If you want anything, you 
go to Reading or Slough. 
There's no C&A, no Marks and 


Sparks, no BHS. If you want to 
go round to shops for kids' 
clothes you're limited. Bentalls 
[the only department store] is 
expensive and you've got no 
choice." 

Margaret Boucher, 59, tossed 
2p into the grey-tiied wishing 
well in Princess Square. “I'm just 
wishing for general happiness,” 
she said. ‘There’s not much to 
be joyful about for people round 
here. If they got more shops - 


UP TO 5 YEARS 
COMPREHENSIVE 
INSURANCE 


FOR YOUR COMPUTER 



Enjoy peace of mind 
from the day you buy your 
Computer Coverplan:- 

■ £5,000 OF PROTECTION AGAINST 
PRODUCT REPAIRS. 

■ ON SITE SERVICE WITH 

GUARANTEED APPOINTMENTS. 

£1 NEW FOR OLD REPLACEMENT. 

^ 12 MONTHS THEFT COVER. 

^1 ACCIDENTAL DAMAGE COVER. 

H TELEPHONE SUPPORT. 

BACKED BY 

CORNHILL INSURANCE PLC 

COMPUTER COVERPLAN IS 
EXCLUSIVE TO 

3 < 




The Link 


puter Coverplan is the 
»ct way to insure your 
juter. 

ie UK's most 
jrehensive computer 
action policy and is 
orted by Mastercare 
irvice. 



REPAIRS BY 

MASTERCARE 
PC SERVICE 

The Mastercare nationwide PC 
Service team offers you 
telephone diagnosis, next-day 
call out and on-site 

at work. 

The Mastercare 
PC Plus Helpline 
gives advice 
on software, 
hardware and 
how to set up your' 
system, 364 days 
a year. 


No wonder there are already 
more than 5 million Coverplan 
customers! The table below 
gives some examples of how 
little Computer Coverplan 
costs. 
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COMPUTER 
COVERPLAN - 
Gives you remarkable 
value and service all 
backed by Comhill 
Insurance PLC 
For further 
information 
telephone 01442 
354222 {8am-6pm 
Mon-Fri). 



some decent shops - some- . 
where joyful happy and light, it 
might just put a smile on their 
faces. It makes the chore of 
shopping a little easier. 

“You couldn’t do your Christ- 
mas shopping in BrackneH It's 
shabby. Go to Milton Keynes 
and places like that and they’ve 
got wonderful shopping areas. 
There are a lot of people round 
here and they deserve some- 
thing better." 

At a glance, Bracknell 
.doesn’t look too badly off. It has 
its fair share of “All Enquiries: 
Strutt and Parker” posters 
slapped on boarded- up shops, 
but it also has its Ibpshop, 
Dorothy Perkins, Burton, Boots 
and Principles. There’s a WH 
Smith, Dixons, Sainsbury, 
Sketch! ey and Clarks. 

The 100,000 residents would 
rather shop anywhere than 
BracknelL Their biggest grum- 
ble is that there is only one de- 
partment stare in the town. 

Gary Lovett, 29, a barman, 
shops there by necessity. He 
can’t afford a car to go to near- 



by Camberley. “We need a 
Marks and Spencers in town,” 
he said. “And it would be nice 
to have a Tfesco’s as well as a 
Sainsbury’s because they are 
both fighting to get the better 
deals so you could go from one 
to the other.” 

Two New Zealanders had a 
different perspective. “Hanging 
around shopping malls is in- 
sane,” remarked Colin Usher- 
wood, 25, who has been 
working in the town for the past 
year. “What this place needs is 
night life. There’s only one 
nightdub-Apres- and it's not 
even in Bracknell it’s in Bin- 


field. There are no fast-food 
joints. Where the helT& the 
Kentucky Fried Chicken?” 

His friend, Scotty Plummer, 
25, agreed. “Ifs got no charac- 
ter.” he said. “Bracknell should 
either be modernised or historic. 
It's neither. At die moment it’s 
a grey area m between.” 

The council wiQ consider Al- 
lied London’s proposals this 
time next year. Allied London 
felt that the LAG proposal was 
so big that it would affect their 
enstxnginvestmentin town,” ex- 
plained Keith Vfafcson, Bracknell 
Forest Borough CoonoL's chief 
valuer. “In. an ideal world we 


would .Uke to get the two par- 
ties together and come up with 
a comprehensive plan.” 

But there is little chance of 
that; both parties are deter- 
mined to jas op the town sin- 
gle-banded- “Ours is more than 
a shopping mall," rejoined 
Michael In g all , Allied Lon- 
don's property director. “L&G’s 
retail ts the same size as ours, 
but as far as I know they are not 
proposing the other uses. We'll 
have a theatre, a hotel a mul- 
ti-screen cinema and branded 
restaurants.” 

Mr In gall daims that Allied 
London’s development will be 
finished sooner than L&G’s. “It 
is difficult to see how they 
(L&G) can open their shopping 
centre before 2008. We could be 
ready within three years.” 

Stephen Mandy, L&G’s prop- . 
erty director, said Allied Loiffi' 1 
don’s plans to expand Princes' 

: were not a real threat 
:’re not particularly worried 
about it Leading experts have 
said that obviousiyour scheme 
should go forward.” he said. 



Avoid Milton 
you shop until you drop 


Glenda Cooper 


Welcome to Milton Keynes, 
the most expensive place to shop 
in Britain. The home of con- 
crete cows has topped a-list of 
97 places around the UK in the 
latest cost of living survey. 

The report, published every six 
months by the Reward Group, 
the pay consultants, looks at the 
yearly costs of goods and ser- 
vices as well as the required 
amount of income. 

The yearly bQl fora basket of 
goods and services in Milton 
Keynes is £10,189 per year 
compared to the national av- 
erage of £9,724. It takes over 
from Manchester which was 
named most expensive place to 
shop six months ago. 

Reward looks at the price of 
various items such as cereal sal- 
ad cream, tappers, gplf dub sub- 
scriptions, school fees and dry 
cleaning. 

The cheapest place to shop 
is Billingham in Tfeeside where 
shopping sets you back £9,066, 
followed by St Austell Barns-, 
ley, Morecambe and Prestaal A 
spokeswoman -for the Shop- 


Britain's biggest and smallest bills 



ping Centre, Milton Keynes, 
which has 180 shops and regu- 
larly attracts half a million vis- 
itors a week, said yesterday 
that she found the report “sur- 
prising. I would never expect us 
to be the most expensive. I think 
it is quite alanning to be labelled 
most expensive when most peo- 
ple think it's wonderful value 
shot 

The survey is i 

a yardstick for wage increases 
and reveals that shop prices 
have risen 3.9 per cent over the 
past 12 months. Most of this rise 
tookplace in the first six months 
.(August 1995 to February 1596) 
with prices only rising by 05 per 
cent in the most recent six 
months. The rise has been dri- 


lopping.' 

Tbe survey is used by firms as 


ven mainly by food prices which 
went up by 5.9 per cent. How- 
ever family income require- 
ments (the amount of income 
needed to maintain hying stan- 
dards including housing costs) 
have fallen by 0.5 per cent in the 
last six months, mainly due to 
the drop in mortgage rate from 
839 per cent in August 1995 to 
6.93 per cent in August 1996. 

Greater London is still the 
place where the family income 
requirement is highest. At 
£21,948 a year it is 19 per cent 
higher than the national aver- 
age which is £18,451. 

The place where jjdu can get 
by on toast money is Merthyr 
Tydfil in W&Jes, where a family 
can live on £15327. Barnsley 


comes in second. Tbe figures 
also reveal which items have 
risen in price most in the past 
ten years. A decade ago en- 
trance to a football match 
would have cost on average 
£2.97 against £8.67 today. Join- 
ing a golf club cost £178 com- 
pared to £405 today. 

Soap powder has more than 
doubled, from 90p to £1.97, and 
bacon has risen from 88p to •«- 
£1.66. However those who de-$^ 
laved buying a television in 
1985 until this year will be re- 
lieved to hear that the price has 
gone down from £262 to £258. 

Having calculated the dif- 
ference between average in- 
comes and average price of 
bills, the Scots top tbe quality 
of life index, followed by the 
North and Greater London. 

The South East has the worst 
quality of life, with the West 
Midlands and the South West 
only marginally better. 

■ The Cost of Living Survey is 
available from the Reward 
Group, Reward House, Dia- 
mond Way, Stone Business 
Park, Stone, Staffordshire STL5 
OSD price £180. 
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The Flight of the Sparrow 

By James Harpur - 

l My lord, although we cannot know 
The mysteries of tfie afterlife 
The span of time we spend on earth - 
Appears to me to be like this: 

Imagine sitting in your haB 

In winter, feasting with your chiefs : ' ' 

And counsellors - your faces glowing 
From flames that crackle in the hearth. 

Outside, the wintry night is lashed 
By winds and driyingndn and mow. 

Suddenly a sparrow darts in ■; 

Throusft a door, flits across the hall • - . . - 

And flies out through another one. 

Inside , cocooned in tight and warmth 

It can enjoy a moment's dam . J 

Before it vanishes, rejoining 

The freezing night from which it came. 

Such is our journey through this /tfe. 

But as to what’s in store for us 

Beyond the doors of birth and death . a y-.- i 

We are completely in the dak.' ?. r : 

James Harpur’s translation from Latin of Bede’s description, 
of the conversion of King Edwin ofNorthumbria to Christianity 
in the 7tbe century appears in The Monk's IMtpnjAsxni, £7;95).' 
He will also be reading it- and other poems -at me Vbice'Box 
on the South Bank at 7 30pm tKfe evening. 1L was Paulinus, first 
Archbishop of York, who recounted thcstoiybf the sparrow^ 
to Edwin, early Christianity making clever tise' ofpGgan motifs 
and stories, to convey its essebtiabffltesage-x , J . 


Ministers’ retreat 
over legal aid 

cribed legally aided litigants as 
“state-funded Rottweilers" -< 
was sparked by' a question at a 
conference last month. A dele- 
gate asked Mr Streeter whether 
a woman toopoor to pay the ap- 
plication fee who was being 
challenged for custody of her 
family should simply tell her ex- 
husband to “have the children". 

. The . Lord Chancellor’s Dt> 
partment confirmed yesterday 
that Mr Streeter believed tha t 
defendants should not have to 

fly cases, and would be seeking 
guidance from legal-aid practi- 
tioners. 

.The change of heart coincides 
with publication of a Gallup poll 
for the Law Society in which 56 
per cent of the-2,108 respon- 
dents said tom.even a £10 to £20 

fee was too much for pension- 
ers and those on social securi- 
ty. Eighty-four per cent of 
respondents agreed that current 
legal-aid spending of £1 Abu a 
year should continue, at least at 
current levels, because justice 
was “too important to ration". 


Pat ric ia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor ~ 

One of the most controversial 
features'of tiw Government’s 
planned legal-aid reforms may 
be dropped following a minis- 
terial concession that it' might 
be too harsh.- 

.. July's White Paper insisted 
that initial fees of perhaps £10 
to £20 would have to be paid by 
all assisted people, even those 
on benefit, who “issue or defend 
oka types of court proceedings. 
Further minimum conrribu- 
. dons might be payable at sub- 

*Xt Gary 5 Streeter, parlia- 
mentary secretary at the Lord 
Chancellor’s Department, re- 
vealed at last weekend’s Law 
. Society annual conference that 
■the Government was having 
second thoughts about whether 
the provision .should apply to 
people who have ho choice but 
TO respond to proceedings start- 
ed against them.' ' 

The minisferial;rctreat - Mr 
Streeter has repeatedly; des- 







































































So, is there an Establishment 


It was a clash of the old and the new when 
Peregrine Worsthome and Andrew Neil locked 
horns over the state of modem Brftain 




Marianne Macdonald 

It was a light over the very 
heart of Britain: the 
Establishment. But, as these 
highlights from their argument 
on BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme yesterday morning 
show, Andrew Neil, former 
editor of The Sunday Times, 



Neil: 'I want to make sure that positions of power go to people of merit 7 


and Sir ftregrine Worsthome, 
former editor of The Sunday 
Telegraph, differed in their 
perception of its usefulness - 
and almost everything else. 

John Humphrys: Does the Es- 
tablishment ready exist? 

Andrew Neil: I think the Estab- 
lishment does exist. It’s not as 
omnipresent as when you and I 
were wee lads but it's still 
around, it still controls a lot of 
levers of power. 

The Economist recently pub- 
lished a table of the Sop 100 
positions in Britain, which it 
had done 30 years before, and 
Oxbridge and public schools 
were as dominant as ever. 

JH: Weren't you a member of 
the Establishment as editor of 
The Sunday Times? 

AN: We were outside the 
Establishment but we were in 
great danger of being seduced 
into joining the Establishment. 
We managed to avoid that 
seduction. 

Peregrine Worsthome: I think 
that’s a nonsensical theory. An- 
drew Neil and Rupert Mur- 
doch have a conspiracy theory 
that members of what we call 
the Establishment are running 
the country which is not wholly 
different, not wholly more sen- 
sible, than (he one Hitler had 
that the Jews were running 
Germany 

Hie Neil position is that any- 
body who comes from what he 
regards as the old governing 
class is a member of the Estab- 
lishment and must be eliminat- 
ed for the health of Britain, 


because until they are got out 
of the bloodstream of this 
country it will go to rack and 
ruin. 

This has had the effect of de- 
moralising a whole stratum of 
society. It’s eliminating them 
from acting in a way which en- 
ables them to do any good. 
Because whatever good these 
positions for historical reasons . 
do, you have the Murdoch 
press trying to smear them, 
with the result that most insti- 
tutions are now demoralised 
with the consequences for all 
to see. 

These two miserable men 
[Neil and Murdoch] have done 
British public life enormous 
harm. 

AN: I'm not miserable ai aU, 
though I’ve now had Nazis and 
Jews and elimination thrown at 
me in that little tirade which I 
managed to stay awake 
through. I don’t care what 



anybody's background is, aU I 
want to make sure is that posi- 
tions of power ep to people of 
merit, be they from Eton or 
Wigan Comprehensive. 

It’s undeniable stiD that so 
many positions in British 
society are held as a result of 
privilege, not as a result of 
merit, effort and hard work, 
and $o there is so much wasted 
talent in Britain still. 

We have bright people we 
do not exploit and get into the 
top positions. The more we 
get rid of people with funny 
names and silly titles the better 
Britain has done, so we’re 
moving in the right direction 
but there’s still a long way to 

go yet- 

PW: If Mr Neil thinks 
standards of public life, in 
Parliament for example, have 
enormously improved as a re- 
sult of his efforts he is living in 
absolute clond-cuckoo-land. * 

There is a total lack of 
realism in what he’s been 
up to in destroying 
institutions in this country, it 


absolutely amazes and shocks 
me. 

JH: Wasn't we entidai to know 
the truth about the Royal mar- 
riage {the Sunday Times printed 
the fust extracts of Diana: Her 
True Story]? 

PW: Tm not going, to get into 

an argument about what we’re 
entitled to know. Anybody 

fa| nws that many -faTnifjpg gn 

through difficulties. 

If you have an extraord- 
inarily powerful institution 
run by Andrew NeO whose 
main interest is in disparaging, 
destroying, trying to 
demoralise these institutions 
because he believes them 
to have fallen or remained 
in the bands of a he 
disapproves of. 

No institution, inciiHimg the 
monarchy, can survive this 
kind of approach. He’s been 
a baleful Wuence on the 
life of this country and 
we’re living among the 
destructive results. 

JH: Do you accept any responsi- 
bility for demoralising the insd- 
tudons? 

AN: I'm reluctant to say any- 
thing, to be honest, because the 
more Perishing 'Worthless con- 
tinues, the more he puts my 
case. I’d rather let mm carry on 
and let the British people draw 
their own conclusions. 

I take responrihflity for 
judjjmg and testing how well 
British institutions are 
serving our country and 
exporing them. That’s my job 
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as a journalist and the conse- 
quence of doing that is that 
Britain is in better shape than 
it was before. 

B ritain is now one of the 
most successful economies in 
Europe mid the fact that it is 
not run by people like the oth- 
er guest thsmarmii&shows ' ' 
fhektbe old 'Establishment is - 
giving way to a new one which 
actually knows what it's doing." 


, -V T’r ; 


.... ... . Vvv 

vfM - y 

. '•IT. 


Wor s thome: ‘Institutions are demoralised with consequences for afi to 
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SAVE UP TO £100 ON A HOSTESS 
TROLLEY AND SPEND 
MORE TIME WITH YOUR GUESTS. 


1 M Yist ' ‘■“■mr* 

..... e* r fjti *' ‘ i. : *. 

. „ f. llb> : V •*’ . %■ 


;.V > 

:£*:■;<$ ■ -Ussfr 

■■■t ‘ V'\ 

„•_*/* - ; ? 

! ! n ?» c*' l 

■- - * I 

. • • . t-m-y : 


• m , * 3 


% 


tv*. 


r - 




[f you’re buying a Philips Hostess trolley here’s a highly palatable offer. £100 off wood veneer 
models HL6240, HL624I, HL6242 and HL6243. £50 off model HL6232 and £25 off the HL6200. 

This mouth watering offer runs throughout October and November 1996, only in participating 
stores. Hostess trolleys are available at ail good department stores and electrical retailers. 
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Buy a MESH ULTIMA PC 

Get a TV' FREE ! 


“It wins hands down. Buy one ju| 
before MESH changes its mind 9 * ISa 

This is wtac PC PM said about tfae the ME5H Sn sj rstam evils- trts year, 
vfc have not stopped Inprovinf spedBcaiinn since. The HESH ULTIMA* 
has been developed from our award winning rar^ge. Or quaBtjrsperics for itsalL 
Recognised since 1987 as a leasing *Upp»S -not only Co Bssine**, bw ato TO the 
PubUc Sector. Education and Govarrancnt Bodies. - MESH 
computers Pie is an 009002 Wogist TS d Ptrm, and b both Novefl 
A o tliorl s td and a Mtra io W So hitin n P nwMsr. 
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M HIGH POWHtB) PENTIUM PC 

!6MbBX3 RAM 0512 Kb Bunt Mode Cados UGbHDD 





IT’S 



♦ 8k CD ROM ♦ SootxffiiasterS' Powsrsd Speakers 

L COMPLETE COMMUMtCATIONS C3BMTME f, 

UhraFast 2&800 Nfefco'FaxOaaTncarDK Modem ♦ TWephone 
Answeri ng Machine ♦ Message Desk Software » Ftf Pax Feasurss 

♦ tmarnec Access Software & Pbo DW * Tel-Ms OnbneServIces 
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COMPUTER 

SHOPPER 


PLUS THE MESH UUXiMA* comes COMPLETE 
withgft worm of Po werf ul Software httt, a b o r bu y 
Mndhig W in ckw n 91, botns SmartSotte "06 
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ALL this for ONLY £ 1 I 40 ex VAT 


POWER USER OPTION ONLY £100 ex VAT i : ‘7.;? 
PENTIUM ill S DIGITAL MONITOR. 


MICROSOFT HOME MULTIMEDIA CD COLLECTION 
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Tribal chief: lace of the man who would be king 


• space-race 






Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

A new space race between the 
US and Russia is in the offing 
— but this time the object is to 
reach Macs, rather than the 

moon , and bring back a sample 
from its surface. 

The US space agency, Nasa, 
yesterday unveiled detailed 

plans of the two Spacecraft tha t 

it will launch in the neat six 
weeks, to land on our closest 
planetary neighbour next year. 
But Russia also has advanced 
plans for a space mission to the 
planet, with an almost yferiffr-ai 
timetable for arrival. However, 
it has had to overcome serious 
financial problems - and has 




l V:-; fp. 


France, the UK and US, and 
eastern European countries. 

None of the missions, 
though, will bring back samples: 
each is a one-way trip. Return 
trips ar&not planned until 2005 
at the earliest, while the pro- 
hibitive cost of sending a crewed 
mission - which would ran into 
billions of pounds - means jt is 
not even tentatively planned be- 
fore 2010. The two-year round 
trip would be psychologically ex- 
hausting; the US astronaut 
Shannon Lucid was worn down 
by her unplanned 188-day stay 
on the Mrr space station after 


shuttle problems extended her 
mission. 

The announcement by Nasa 
aims to build on the excitement 
generated by the announce- 
. ment from a team of US srien- 

tists that they had found 
‘ ^ evidence for past life oh Mars 
in a meteorite. The findings 
- have not been confirmed, tot 
they boosted Nasa’s profile 
when its budget was under at- 
tadc. and impefledPteadentBifl : 


backing for the " agency's 
planned space nassans.-* > 

The first of the N^ spac^ 
czaft, the $200m Mar* Global 
■ Surveyor, is due to he h mrahwf 
on 6 November and the other, 
the $150m Mars Fathfinder^ai 
2 December. It would actually 
be Pathfinder which shoui d ar- 
rive first - on 4 July 1S97- R wfil 
consist of a stationary latKter 
and a six-wheeled surface rover, 
intended to be controOedfiom 
Earth with a time delay of be- 
tween six and 41 minutes be- 
tween order and response Jtwffl 
also carry out atmospheric tests. 

Previocs tests on Mars, bythe 
Viking lander in the 1970s, 
showed no signs of life. 

The Global Surveyor is due to 
arrive in orbit around Mars in 
September 1997, and begin 
putting together h^resoto ton 
maps of the surface, and of the 
weather and clima te of the 
planet in the following March. 

Russia’s answer to the Amer- 
ican announcement is its Mora 
96 spacecraft - the first deep- 
space tosson since the faHof the 
Soviet Union. Due for. Ja&gch 
next month, the $450ni privet ) 
will have both an orbiting £xaft l 
and two landing acaft, both un- 
manned. They wffl shoot darts 
imtfertto surface to investigate 
the sofl chemistry. It will also in- 
vestigate the atmosphere, min- 
eral deposits, seisnixiactivity and 
magnetic fi el ds 

Hie Soviet Union’s last for- 
ay to Mars ended in failure, 
when technical failures on the 
unmanned craft meant contact 
was lost with the Photos 1 and 
Phobia 2 missions in Septem- 
ber! 988 and March 1989, just 
as they w^apj^mjaducg oitHL 

Japan is also planning to 
send; Matsm 19&8 . 1 ; 
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Past, perfect; The Prince of miles, later Edward VKi, photographed as an American Indian chief on a visit to British 
CfdhmUa In 1910' (Wove); end (right) In uniform on a trip to the state in the 1920s Photograph: Assigrmientsi'Notwich 


The young face of the 
future King Edward VIII is 
among an unusual 
collection of Royal 
photographs found hidden 
in a school cupboard, 
which were donated to the 
nation yesterday. 

The image of the teenage 
Prince of Wales, dressed as 
a chief of the Blackfoot 
tribe, Is In an album of 100 
pictures taken by Canadian 
photographer Howard 
Chapman. The collection 
was presented to Birch am 
Primary School, Norfolk, by 
Queen Mary in 1945. The 
school is five miles from 
the royal family's 
Sambingham estate. 

Most of the prints are of 
members of the royal 
family meeting officers on 
the front during the First 
World War and visiting 
Victoria, British Columbia. 
They cover a period from 
the 1890s to the 1930s. 
The collection also records 


the suffering of Canadian 
soldiers in the mud of 
Flanders. 

Queen Mary also gave 
the school a wooden curio 
cabinet to display the 
album and other gifts. The 
pictures are believed to 
have been put in the back 
of the cabinet after 
teachers decided that some 
of the war pictures were 
too disturbing for young 
children. For decades the 
album, entitled Those 
Glorious Years, was left to 
gather dust. 

Three years ago it was 
rediscovered by former 
acting head teacher Ann 
Brown, who sent the 
pictures to Norwich 
Museum for safe-keeping. 

The school, which has 
just 29 pupils, yesterday 
donated the album to the 
Royal Commonwealth 
Society photographic 
collection at Cambridge 
University library. 
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Paying too much tax? 

Don't you think you already pay enough tax? 
Income Tax, VAT, National Insurance - the list is 
endless. So if the prospect of not paying tax on 
your savings appeals to you, read on. 
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So what's on offer? 

Virgin Dir or! hdvu s! ripped nw.iv dl: the 
rr'.’ !?nbo jumbo normally Associated with 
Pf-P-i mid designed theirs to meet 
p e o pie' s d I f i e r v n t s j y i r t q s nee d s . 

The Virgin Growth PEP for people 
who want to save toddy to have a 
not of money sometime in the future. 

,:im ■ >.. i.f! grow your .avings ns fast 
u possibie. You can save irorn as little 
us :.d0 a month or £ 1,000 lump sum. 

The Virgin Income PEP - for people 
who have retired or are about to 
retire and are looking to get a high 
income from their savings. 





no minimum nmn 
£ in 000 US a lump 


uni you cart mve 


The secret's out! 
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If you think that a PEP sounds 
right for you r give us J call. We'll 
send you an information pack. All 
you then need do is fill in the 
application form and send it back 
to us with your cheque or direct 
debit form. 
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news 



WHOSE BOOM? 



The unemployment puzzle: The headline figures continue to be excellent but other statisticstell a gn U p 
story. While ministers say a job is the best welfare, many people have found the search fruitie 


Good news on 


jobs conceals a 


painful truth 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


The number of people claiming 
unemployment benefit fell last 
month to its lowest level for 
more than five years. The drop 
of 35,600 was the biggest for 
□early two years, .signalling that 
the economy’s faster growth rate 
is creating more jobs. 

The recovery is also feeding 
through to people's pockets. 
Growth in average earnings 
rose to 4 per cent in July ami 
August, the highest wages 
growth since mid- 1994. 

If unemployment continues 
falling at its current pace, the 
Conservatives will go to the paDs 
with the headline jobless total 
below 2 milli on for the first time 
since early 1991. Angela Knight, 
Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury, said: “Competitive 
Britain is leading the way for job 
creation in Europe.’' 

The British unemployment 
rate is one of the lowest in Eu- 
rope and has been falling for 
nearly four years. Some fore- 
casters think it will fall below 1.5 
million later next year, which 
would be the lowest since 1980. 

This performance is consid- 
ered by the Tories to be one of 
the jewels in their economic 
crown and the reward for the 
deregulation of the UK labour 
market 

Critics challenge this tri- 


umphalism by pointing to sev- 
eral flaws in the British jobs 
record. One is simply that the 
headline count the number of 

people Harming unemployment 

benefit is flawed by the exclu- 
sion of many people who are in- 
eligible for it Unemployment 
on the international definition 
- those actively seeking and 
available to work -is hidter, and 
fell less than the headline total 
in the first half of this year. 

Even on the broader defini- 
tion, though, unemployment 
had fallen to 23 million by the 
spring from a late-1992 peak of 
just under 3 milli on. Charge 
number two from the critics is 
that many people are so dis- 
couraged by the futile hunt for 
jobs that they have stopped 
looking. The evidence for this 
depends on which figures are 
used. On some counts employ- 
ment lias risen since 1992 by less 
than unemployment has fallen. 

Yet the most comprehensive 
measure paints a reasonably 
bright picture of job creation 
during the past four years. And 
the notion that most of the in- 
crease of around 700,000 has 
been in part-time jobs for 
women is not completely borne 
out by the evidence. The extra 
employment has been divided 
about half and half between 
men and women. A third of the 
new jobs have been full time, 
two thirds part time. 


OUT OF WORK. 


.& IN WORK 


UnemptajfmMit baneffl damans. 
(000‘s) 


En^toyees in employment, 
(000‘s) 
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86 87 88 89 90 91 32 93 94 95 96 
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Low-paid lose 
as temps create 
new wealth gap 


Yvette Cooper 


The dole queue is getting short- 
er, and new jobs are being cre- 
ated all the time. Great news 
for some, but unfortunately the 
new jobs created, and the new 
employment prospects people 
face are deeply divided. 

For some, opportunities are 
growing. But too many people 
remain trapped in a far more 
depressing part of the labour 
market, where economic 
growth has done little to im- 
prove their fortunes. 

First the good news. Jobs in 
professional or managerial 
fields have gone up by over 
300,000 in the last four years. 
Admittedly a third of them are 
part time and two-thirds are 
temporary, contributing to the 
notion that middle-class job in- 
security is increasing. But the re- 
ality for those new professional 
workers is not quite as insecure 
as the statistics suggest. 

For a start, many of those new 
part-time workers are students 
trying to get extra cadi while they 
study. And even temporary jobs 
need not be so bad in the grow- 
ing fields where professional 
skills are in high demand. 

lake Martin Heaney. Aged 
39,' he left a job in the proper- 
ty industry to retrain in com- 
puters and systems develop- 
ment. Now he moves from con- 
tract to contract, placed by 
computer consultancies such 
as Elan, the company that 
found him his current job at 
HSBC Asset Management. 

The fact that the contracts are 
temporary doesn't bother Mr 
Heaney in the slightest: “I was 
heartbroken when I lost xny per- 
manent job, but within a year 
my salary had more than dou- 
bled." He likes the transitory 
nature of the work too: “Con- 
tracting suits me. I’ve had a 
number of offers of perma- 
nent jobs, but I always say no 
thank you." 

Mr Heaney does Indeed get 
plenty of job offers. During 
the 10 minutes we spoke, be 


took a call from another re- 
cruitment agency offering him 
more work. He has taken risks 
and worked hard to get the skills 
that keep him in demand. 

But the new jobs and the peo- 
ple who get them are not all as 
lucky as him. Quite the re- 
verse. Many of those who lack 
his qualifications (or the op- 
portunity to acquire them) are 
having a bad time in that oth- 
er world behind the unem- 
ployment statistics. 

Look at the other boom area 
for jobs growth: personal and 
protective services. Translated 
that means security guards and 
care-workers, some of the 
worst-paid employees in the 
country. And these new jobs are 
not even numerous enough to 
replace the jobs lost by low- 
slalled workers in manufactur- 
ing, construction, and clerical 
work. So for those without 
qualifications, job opportunities 
are contracting not expanding. 

Even worse, as LSE econo- 
mist Paul Gregg points out, 
many of the people in tempo- 
rary, low-paid jobs, cycle in 
and out of unemployment, 
rather than moving on to bel- 
ter jobs. An astonishing 52 per 
cent of the new unemployment 
claims last year had been off the 

dole for less than a year before 
finding themselves out of work 
agftin; 12 percent of them were 
back on the dole after less than 
four weeks in work. 

And those that do sign off for 
good — and contribute to those 
railing unemployment figures — 
do not necessarily move into 
work. Much of the fall in the un- 
employment rate - particular- 
ly for the over 35s -is accounted 
for by people giving up and 
leaving the labour market al- 
together. 

The Nineties labour market 
is becoming more and more un- 
equal. Although many are bet- 
ter off than ever before, for 
others, employment prospects 
are becoming ever more grim. 
For them the so-called em- 
ployment boom is worlds away. 


The charge that does stick is 
that there is growing inequali- 
ty in pay. Average earnings in 
the economy have risen steadi- 
ly at all levels of income, and by 
more than inflation. But ac- 
cording to figures published re- 
cently by the OECD, there has 
been a bigger increase in earn- 
ings inequality in Britain since 
the early 198% than in any oth- 
er industrial country apart from 
the US. This is partly due to the 
increase in the number of no- 
earner households, in the poor- 
est 10th of the population. 

Despite the gentle criticism 
of this social divisiveness from 
the OECD, the Government is 
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sticking to its free-market guns. 

As William Wal degrave, Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, put 
it in a recent speech: U A job is 
the best welfare.’’ 

Alarm in the City, 

page 22 Happy in his work: Martin Heaney - 'Co ntractin g softs me. Fve had 



i nunber of offers of permanent jobs, but l always say no' Photograph: Andrew Boorman 
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Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The pride of the Argentinian 
: naw, including its flagship, is 
only able to operate because of 

spare parts provided as pan of 

an operation by Britain’s Secret 
intelligence Service, MI6, in 
flagran t breach of the embargo 
on British military sales to 
Argentina introduced after the 
• Falklands Yfijr. 

Two .British-built Type-42 
destroyers, mclndmg the flag- 
ship, Hercules , and four Meko- 
dass frigates, built is Germany 
but powered by Rolls-Royce 
engines, would be unable 
to operate now without spare 
pans made in the United Stales. 
They- are copies of original 
Rolls components obtained il- 
legally as part of the MI6 op- 
eration, codenamed Tigre. 

The revelations are embar- 
rassing for the British Govern- 
ment Two ministers, Ian T-ang 
and Malcolm Rifkind, have 
criticised the Labour party for 
selling the ships to Argentina in 
the 1970s. Now, it appears, 
MI 6 kept the Argentine navy 
afloat after the Falklands war, 
even though Argentine claims 
to the F alklan ds - a potential 
casus belli - have not been 
withdrawn. 

According to Channel 4's 


Dispatches prog ramme Trmi gfo | : 

the man at the centre of the af-. 
fair is GEve Russell, MJ6’s map 
in Argentina in 1987 when the 
Argentine navy was running 
out of spare parts for the Rolls- 
Royce ; engines power Lug the ' 
. British ships it ordered in 1970. 

Unable to get the new parts they 
needed to make accurate copies 
any other way, they approached 
Mr Russellat the'Naval dub in 
Buenos Aires. - 

Mr Russefl, a former Royal 
Navy officer who had brnk up 
business contacts in A rgMitma 
immed iately contacted his MI6 " 
coutioHer who encrHirag^ri Tnm 
to help the Argentines as a. 
means of gaming access lo the 
centre of the Argentine militaiy- 
industrial complex, which he 
did. The case has remarkable ■ 
similarities to the Matrix 
Churchill affair, in which busi- 
nessmen working for MI6 and ' 
believing they were 
from prosecution were prose- 
cuted by other Government 
agencies. 

Mr Russell became con- 
cerned that, in his words, MI6 
“were encouraging me to break 
the law in order to have, in their 
view, the greater benefit of pie- . 
rise information'’. He contin- 
ued: “They would go to any 
lengths in order to satisfy their 
hunger for information.” 


He derided to reveal ins sto- 
ry because “the present gov- 
ernment has madfc amodaay of 
democracy and they ham be- 
trayed the men and women 
who sailed from here to die and 
be wounded in thft Falkland 
Islands war”. 

MIS’s zeal to obtain the most 
precise information . about 
Argentina’s armed forces is 
unQer^andabte,asftwaswide- 
fy blamed for the failure to pre- 
dict the invasion of the 
FaBdands in 1982. 

- Mr Rnssen was approached 
by a senior Argentine admiral, 
Edgardo Segura, and asked for 
help in getting ihe spare parts. 
He was asked to spend 10 days 
in Puerto Bejgrano, a secret 


stale of the navy’s engines and 
the maritime air strike force of 
Super Etendards. This gave 
him “grade A” intelligence. 

Because of the embargo on 
military exports from Britain to 
Argentina, a firm called Comp- 
line Technology was set up m 
New York state to copy the key 
parts obtained by divers means 
from around the wodd for a fee 
of $6m. Some were stolen from 
Rolls-Royce in Britain. 

Mr Rnssell became con- 
cerned that the re-equipment of 
the Argentine navy was going 
too well and that in its quest for 
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information MI6 was defying 
Parliament, becoming “an 
agency out of control". 

He therefore tried to inter- 
rupt qraatiem Tigre, throwii^ 
one key component - an A63 
bearing -into the Hudson riv- 
er. Its dis ap p earanc e was the 
subject of extensive correspon- 
dence between Admiral Segu- 
ra and his colleagues. 

The fact that the Argentine 
navy's - best ships are still . 
.operating suggests that il did not 
sabotage the programme, 
however. 

Eventually the Argentines 
became suspicious. Mr Rnssell 
was subsequently attacked in 
Buenos Aires and badly beat- 
en up. They severely dam- 
aged my spine and did other 
most unpleasant things that I 
suppose I'd rather not talk 
about.” He left Buenos Aires in 
a wheelchair and did not return 
to Argentina until he helped 
make tonight’s film. 

In 1991 MI6 told him his in- 
telligence-gathering services 
were no kmgpr needed, but op- 
eration Tigre continues. “I feel 
terribly let down by M36,” Mr 
Russefl said “One is put in a po- 
sition of considerable danger 
under the pretext of patriotism 
and then ... MI6, to all intents 
and purposes, just wash their 



GREAT DEALS ON 
PC ACCESSORIES 



and purposes, just wash their Crying out Noa Ben Artd, granddaughter of the assassinated Israeli prime minister, Yitzhak Rabin, weeping at her army 
hams.” graduation near Jerusalem as her commander quoted from her speech at her grandfather's funoral Photograph: AP 

Netanyahu widens rift with forces 



Patrick Coekbum 

Jerusalem 

Distrust between the Israeli 
armed forces and Benjamin 
Netanyahu has reached a new 
peak as officers complain that 
their advice on retationswhh the 

Palestinians is ignored whenever 
it conflicts with the political plat- 
form of the Prime Minister. 

Revelations about the anger 
in the defence es tablishme nt, in- 
clnding the Shin Bet security 
service, comes in an interview 
with Professor Ze’Ev Ma’oz, of 
a tel Aviv University think -tank, 
in the daily Haaretz which cool- 
ly discusses fhelirospects for a 
nufitaiypuricfc. He says a coup 


EC sets 
rules on 
stability 
fund 


Sarah Hefm 

Brussels 

The legal apparatus for the 
single currency began to take 
shape yesterday when the Eu- 
ropean Commission proposed 
a series of legally binding rules 
and sanctions to keep prospec- 
tive members of the new Euro 
zone in line. 

Under the proposed laws, 
baaed on existing agreements 
between Europe's finance min- 
isters, the Commission would 
assume wide-ranging powers 
to survey tax and public spend- 
ing in member states, with a 
view to ensuring countries keep 
within public-deficit rules. 

Ministers of member states, 
meeting as the European Coun- 
cil, would then have power to 
impose sanctions if the Com- 
mission recommends that 
a country is stepping cnit of tine. 

Under the proposed law a 
country would be warned that 
its fiscal policy was unsatisfac- 
tory, and would then have 10 
months to put it straight. The 
maxim am fine the country 
would face would be OlS per cent 
,of gross domestic product. . 

Although the substance of 
the proposed laws has already 
been widely-aired, publication 
of the draft legal texts is likely 
to set the critics of economic 
and monetary union bn edge. 
The regulations are the latest 
-evidence that the momentum 
behind the single currency is 
building fast - - 

Furthermore, fhft n^iilatinns 

will stir new concern m Britain 
that the single currency will in- 
evitably lead to major diminu- 
tion m the soveitign powers of 
tpember states ui decide their 
trannnhlic spending. 

' The Commissian’s proposals 
w31 primarily affect those coun- 
tries which do not join the sin- 
gle' currency in the first phase. 
Tbeidea,said Yves-Thibault de 
Sagiiy, economic commissioner, 
is to ensure budgetary stability; 
is .maintained after the first 
of member hales jom the 
currency. 


by the army “in order to change 
the policy could be attractive'*. 

Tne gap between Mr Net- 
anyahu and the armed forces has 
deepened since his decision to 
open the tunnel under the old 
ciiy of Jerusalem which led to 
violence in which 15 Israelis and 
60 Palestinians died. “1 know ihe 
defence establishment sent mes- 
sages to the Prime Minister 
that an intifada [Palestinian up- 
rising] is brewing here and 
Arafat will not be able to con- 
trol it,” said Professor Ma’oz of 
the Centre for Strategic Studies. 

MrNetanyahu and the Israeli 
right has always seen the army 
high command and the heads of 
the intelligence agencies as pan 


of the Labour establishment. 
But Mr Netanyahu is accused of 
ignoring the Shin Bel whenev- 
er its assessments differ from his 
own preconceptions. In partic- 
ular the Prime Minister appar- 
ently continued to believe that 
Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, has covertly aided groups 
canying out suicide-bomb at- 
tacks although his intelligence 
reports said the opposite. 

“The system did not supply 
him with reports that suited his 
[Mr Netanyahu's] expectations," 
said the professor. “That is why 
he decided to focus, during crit- 
ical decision-making periods, 
on the people closest to him in 
his office, whose security expe- 


rience is rather slim." A* a res- 
ult. the Prune Minister believed 
he could delay as long as he 
wanted on the partial with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from He- 
bron without pressure building 
up among the Palestinians. 

The defence establishment 
appears appalled that Mr Net- 
anyahu believes his own cam- 
paign rhetoric to the effect that 
the previous government was too 
soft, and raised the expectations 
of Palestinians and Arabs alike. 
His own argument has always 
been that few concessions should 
be made, Israel's military supe- 
riority emphasised, and the 
Arabs witi.be willing to come to 
an agreement. This has been 


amtr.idkrcd by cu-uisot the past 
tew months. 

The talk ol a coup in Israel 
is in large part probably an at- 
tempt by Prolessor M.i oz and 
the officers to dramatise their 
discontent with Mr Netanyahu 
and his policies. The mililaiv es- 
tablishment also feels it must 
fight off marginalisation: Mr Ne- 
tanyahu removed senior officers 
from negotiations with Ihe 
Palestinians. 

Three former generals in the 
cabinet- Ariel Sharon. Rafael 
Eitan and Yitzhak Mordcchai 
- are exempted from criticism 
in what is is evidently an attempt 
to isolate the Prime Minister 
from his military colleagues. 
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Expensive 
mud flies in 
US Senate 
campaigns 
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DAVID USBORNE 

Summit, New Jersey 

In New Jersey, the agonisings of Bob 
Dole over how nasty he should get 
with BiH Clinton seem almost quaint. 
Nothing Mr Dole might attempt is 
likely to match the sheer beastliness 
of the Senate race under way here. 

Waged almost entirely on the 
television airwaves, it is a match-up 
between a Democrat member of the 
House of Representatives (and 
recent boyfriend of Bianca J agger), 
Bob Torricelli, and a Republican 
House member, Dick Zimmer. Each 
is spending millions - mostly on ad- 
vertisements denigrating the other. 

Indeed, the New Jersey Senate 
race is on course to become the most 
expensive in the country. For that 
reason, and also because of the 
quantity of mud involved, it is at- 
tracting wide national attention. 
But with Mr Torricelli ahead in 
polls by only a whisker, it may also 
prove crucial to the Democratic 
Party's hopes of retaking Lhe Senate 
from the Republicans. 

The fiercest attacks have come 
from Mr Zimmer. He has accused 
his opponent variously of fund-rais- 
ing at the home of convicted mob- 
ster to assisting a fugitive. In turn, 
Mr Torricelli, 45, has accused Mr 
Zimmer. 52, of taking cash from a 
man linked to the Las Vegas mob 
and of dodging property taxes. 

-It’S so damn dirty, people are tun- 
ing out," notes David Rebovich. a po- 
litical scientist at Rider University. 
"They've accused each other of be- 
ing income tax evaders, influence 
pedlars and of being affili ated with 
the Mafia. What are voters supposed 
to think? One of them is going to be 
our senator.” 

Some of the voters indeed seem 
distressed “It bothers me," says 
Bob MacLaughlin, a retired com- 
puter systems designer and a resident 


of Summit a mostly Republican sub- 
urban enclave west of New York CUy. 
"The campaign is ali *you did, I did’ 
and it gets really hard to see through 
the negativity to understand whaL is 
really happening." He is angered by 
Mr Zimmer's tactics especially and, 
though be is a registered Republi- 
can, will vote for Mr Torricelli. 

Mr Zimmer attracted particular 
criticism for one television sIoL 
which featured a fake news broad- 
cast with the news reader listing the 
various Mr Torricelli "scandals” as 
if they were genuine news stories. 
The Star Ledger newspaper of 
Newark decried the commercial as 
"an abomination". 

On policy, the discourse has bare- 
ly been more elevated. Mr Zimmer 
is hying to brand MrTonicelli with 
the “IT word - liberal. This week his 
campaign will even launch a page on 
the World Wide Web about Mr 
Torricelli's alleged liberal record. 

Mr Torricelli has meanwhile at- 
tempted to describe Mr Zimm er as 
a poodle of the unpopular House 
Speaker, Newt Gingrich, dedicated 
to slashing public assistance pro- 
grammes like social security and 
Medicare. In truth, both candidates 
are moderates in their own parties. 
Mr Zimmer favours abortion rights 
for women, for instance, and Mr Tor- 
ricelli is harsh on immigration issues. 

Reflecting the wider significance 
of the contest, the Clinton campaign 
has promised to bring the President 
to Torricelli’s side at rallies next week. 
Clinton is well ahead of Dole in the 
state, and his presence might help 
tip the Senate race to Torricelli. 

The notion that the Senate might 
return to the Democrats is looking 
less far-fetched than a few weeks ago. 
With the balance 53 to 47 in the Re- 
publicans' favour, the Democrats are 
hoping to pick off three or four sit- 
ting Republicans. But it is critical that 
Mr Torricelli bolds on here. 



Japanese poll war moves to TV screen 


Tbkyo -Two men, their faces hidden 
by protective masks, are practising 
kendo, the traditional Japanese sport 
of fencing with wooden swords. 

Swiris of smoke and occasional in- 
explicable bursts of flame obscure the 
action on the television screen but 
over the noise of the fighting we hear 
a nasal and nagnn dy familiar vnity- 
“I think that Japan lacks dreams. 1 
want to make Japan into a country 
in which those who strive can be hap- 
py.” The epic battle is soon over and 
the victor removes his mask to reveal 
the features of Ryu taro Hashimoto, 
the Prime Minister. He looks tired, 
but determined. "This," he says, "is 
the new Libera] Democratic Party.” 

In most countries, the idea of a 
party political broadcast in which a 
government leader beats his oppo- 
nent into submission would be eye- 
brow-raising and in Japan it is 
nothing less than ex tr aordinary. Its 
political culture is comically con- 
servative: campaigning candidates 
still don white gloves when deliver- 
ing speeches, and the standard can- 
vassing technique is to drive around 


New power for the parties has forced politicians to turn to a 
previously neglected medium, writes Richard Lloyd Parry 


the constituency in a loud-speaker 
van repeating a single phrase: 
“Please vote for me.” 

But Sunday's election, the twen- 
tieth since the Second Work! War, is 
unlike any others: it is a measure of 
the panic and confusion it is causing 
politicians that they are, for the first 
time, devoting lots of money and en- 
ergy to television. Until the 1980s, 
they paid little' mind to television, be- 
cause it had little influence on elec- 
tions; politics was a local affair in 
which a candidate’s affiliation mat- 
tered far less than his reputation with- 
in his constituency and the efficiency 
of his canvassers. 

This changed In 1993, when the 
Liberal Democrats (LDP) lost their 
38-year ascendancy to a coalition of 
reform -min ded parties whose one big 
achievement in its brief tenure was 
to reform the electoral system. On 
Sunday voters will mark two ballots. 
The first wiB be for an individual can- 


didate in a local constituency, a 
first-past-the-post system filling 300 
of the 500 seals in the lower house 
of the Diet. The second cross will go 
alongside the name of a party, and 
from these votes the rest of the seats 
will be divided proportionally. Fbr the 
first time, politicians have to stake 
their futures on the appeal of an in- 
dividual party. 

The idea was to encourage poli- 
cy debate and direct competition be- 
tween the parties, but it has failed. 
The few big campaign promises - a 
pledge by the opposition Shjn&hin- 
to (New Reform Party), for instance, 
to cut taxes by 50 per cent- are dfs- 
maily vague, and the political vacu- 
um which this leaves is eagerly filled 
by advertising. 

Apart from official dots on NHK, 
the state broadcasting network, the 
parties are not allowed to make any 
mention of the election in then 
television commercials: the pretence 


is that Mr Hashimotp’s kendo match 
is a party promotion, unconnected 
with the poIL But no one who watch- 
es it can be in any doubt about the 
inferred identityof the masked op- 
ponent whom he fells: Ichiro Oza- 
wa, the leader of Shinshinto, Mr 
Hashimoto's former friend and now 
his rival. 

Broadcarting rules forbid "nega- 
tive campaigning” but the media 
campaigns of the two parties contain 
numerous little digs at one another. 
The buzzword of Mr Hashimoto's 
co mm ercials is yume, which means 
dreams, but also has suggestions of 
fantasy. "Let's create a country in 
which yume can be ftifiDed,” be 
gushes. “Shinshinto does notpropose 
the poli tits of yume," runs an oppo- 
sition slogan. 

The IJ3P is Judsy in Mx Hashimo- 
to, a tough, confident politician who 
genuinely happens to be a kendo 
black belt Mr Ozawa, a far less 
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cha rismati c performer (a fellow 
politician once said he resembled “a 
toad which has just swaUawedrome- 
thing bitter”), makes few appear- 
ances in his party's media campaign. 
Instead, it has opted for metaphor, 
its main television advertisement 
depicts vegetables in a juice-maker, 
representing the squeeze the gov- 
ernment threatens to put on voters 
with a proposed .ax increase. 

Neither side will say what it is 
spendmgon advertising, although it 
is rumoured to be £23m fbr Shin- 
shin to and half that for the LDP, 
which is concentrating on the 
"ground battle”, the old-fashioned lo- 
cal campaigns run by individual can- 
didates in the constituencies, where 
the party still enjoys solid support. 
"An election is a war,” said the 
LDP’s public-relations chief, Katsumi 
Eshimoto. “You have to decide 
where you are going to concentrate 
your forces, and for us the grou?~ 
war is the decisive one.” 

■ Polls suggest the LDP will come 
dose to recapturing a slim majority 
in the lower house on Sunday. 
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Russia prepares to partner Nato 




r r ’ 


Tony Barber and 
Christopher Bellamy 

Nato and Russia are moving 
closer to a “strategic partner- 
ship" which may be enshrined 
in a Nato- Russian charter - a 
non-aggression and cooperation 
pact - which will remove Russ- 
ian objections to Nalo's ex- 
pansion plans. 

In the past week the compo- 
nents of a co-operation package, 
which could include Nato help 
for Russia outside Europe, have 
emerged in a series of meetings 
and conferences. The Russian 
security supremo Alexander 
Lebed visited Nato in Brussels 
last week and there were con- 
ferences in Copenhagen and 
Antalya. A strategic partnership 
between Nato and Russia - 
■Tbplusone "-will also be dis- 
cussed during a three-day visit 
to Russia by William Peny, US 
Defense Secretary, which began 
yesterday. 

Before he arrived Dr Perry 
warned Russia that refusal to 
ratify the Start-2 Treaty would 
have no effect on Nato's plans 
to expand to embrace East Eu- 
ropean countries, and would 
cost Moscow and Washington 
billions of dollars. Last week, 
the former Russian foreign 
minister Andrei Kozyrev 
stressed the need for construc- 
tive dialogue in a speech in 
Copenhagen. 

"Rather than have a counter- 
productive debate abouL 
whether or not to have en- 
largement there should be more 
lime devoted to looking for ways 
to protect Russian interests." 
Mr Kozyrev said. "Years have 
been wasted. By now Russia 
should have cooperated with 
Nato ... Nato will expand and 
the Russian leadership will have 
to find a pragmatic solution to 
that reality 

"There is a real risk that hard- 
liners in Moscow will present 
Nato expansion as a humiliation 
of Russia, not as an achieve- 
ment. Thai is because so much 
lime has been wasted in build- 
ing up a Nato- Russian Treaty. 

Nevertheless, the general trend 
towards Nato- Russian co-op- 
eration is irreversible.” 

Co-operation between Nato 
and Russia is crucial to ensure 
the implementation of the 
• Slart 2 strategic arms treaty, 
‘ which will reduce superpower 
nuclear warheads from 6.000 
each to fewer than 3,500 each 
by 2003. 

The Russians also want the 
Conventional Forces in Eu- 
rope ( CFE) Treaty recast to re- 
flect the demise of one of the 
military blocs that signed it. 
Nato currently has three limes 
the military strength of the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States countries - the for- 
mer Soviet Union. The balance 
will shift to four to one if East 
European countries join Nato. 

Although there is no draft of 
a Nalo-Russian charter. Nato 
accepts the principle. Nato docs 
not like the idea of a "non-ag- 
gression pact" because that im- 
plies Nato might have 
aggressive designs, and the lan- 
guage could be used as an ar- 
gument against further Nato 
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PhH Beeves 

Moscow 


Different views: William Perry, right, said refusal to ratify Start 2 would not delay expansion 
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The struggle for supremacy 
within theKremlin reached a 
new ferocity last night when 
Russia’s Interior Minister, Ana- 
toly Kulikov, launched a blis- 
tering attack on Alexander 
Lebed, accusing the security 
chief of plotting a coup, and of 
trying to establish a Russian ver- 
sion of the French Foreign Le- 
gion, whose duties would 
include political assassinations. 

In a bizarre side drama, the 
minister also said security forces 
in cities across' Russia had been 
placed on heightened alert be- 
cause of the risk of an attack by 
Chechen fighters, after earlier 
hinting that Mr Lebed was 
planning to use separatist sup- 
port in his quest for power. It 
was unclear if the two devel- 
opments were connected. 

The two men have been at 
each other's throats since short- 
ly after Mr Yeltsin appointed Mr 
Lebed as the secretary of Rus- 
sia’s Security Council, nation- 
al security adviser, and special 
envoy to Qrechnya. Then rivalry 
erupted in public when the ex- 
paratrooper general demanded 


General Kufikov’s dismissal for 
mishandling the Chechen war. 
The Interior Minister counter- 
attacked by repeatedly lam- 
basting Mr Lebed for striking 
a deal with the Chechens that 
he considers a sell-out. 

But yesterday's episode was 
extzaoniniary, coming only a day 
after Boris Yeltsin called on bis 
entourage to stop bickering. A 
spokesman for the President, 
who is preparing for a heart op- 
eration in mid-November, said 
he was “extremely worried” by 
General Kulikov’s claims, and 
had demanded to see details. 
Mr Lebed denied the claims, 
saying that be intends to sue die 
minister for one rouble, adding 
that “the poor thing has got 
everything wrong”. 

General Kulikov accused Mr 
Lebed of planningto establish 
a 50,000-strong “Russian Le- 
mon”, modelled on the French 
Foreign Legion, wbich would be 
under his operational control as 
the head of the Security Cotm- 
tiL Quoting documents which 
he claimed came from Mr 
Lebed's entourage. General 
Kulikov said the legion’s goal in- 
cluded “neutralising political 
and armed conflicts”. 


The general said the included 
the “liquidation of political and 
military leaflets and the leaders 
erf extremist, terrorist, and sepa- 
ratist movements as well as oth- 
er organisations whose activities 

threaten national security”. 

He also accused Mr Lebed of 
plotting a “creeping coup”, say- 
ing t h a t he “had made the final 
decision to proceed in the near 
future with the use of force, 
without waiting for the [next] 
presidential election”. 

Mr Lebed said it was no se- 
cret that he had asked the In- 
terior and Defence Ministries 
to setup a smgl e brigade of up 
to 3,500 people in each region 
so that “there would be some 
kind of power in the state". 

General Kulikov’s allega- 
tions will be seen as the result 
of a struggle for control between 
the head of one of Russia’s 
“power” minis tries - the general 

has 230,000 forces at his disposal 
- and the head of a revamped 
Security Council. But they will 
strike a nerve among liberals 
who believe that Mr Lebed has 
despotic tendencies. 

It now seems inevitable that 
one of the two men will have to 
leave office. 


expansion. It also want 1 ; the doc- 
ument to be non-iegally bind- 
ing. because a legally binding 
one would have to be ratified by 
the parliaments of all the Nato 
countries and Russia. 

Such a document woujd 
probably be in three parts:' a 
prologue, pledging cooperation 
and citing laudable aims; a sec- 
ond section pledging consul- 
tation on European security 
issues and possibly the creation 
of new institutions, and a third 


‘Nato will have 
four times its 
military strength 
if East Europe 
countries join* 


section pledging cooperation 
on detailed issues including 
drugs, nuclear proliferation 
and joint exercises. 

The co-operation could also 
extend beyond Europe, into 
central Asia. The prospect was 
raised when Mr ed visited Brus- 
sels last week, it emerged on 
Saturday. German Genercd 
Klaus Naumann. the top mili- 
tary officer in Nalo’s political 
wing, told the conference in An- 
talya that he had spent an hour 


with Mr Lebed last week. He 
said Nato would accept “neither 
vetoes nor conditions” on its en- 
largement. Although Mr Lebed 
has publicly attacked Nato's 
expansion to embrace East Eu- 
ropean countries, General Nau- 
mann said they bad discussed a 
triple package relating to the 
question. 

It included Nato enlarge- 
ment; enhancing the 
Partnership for Peace initiative 
involving co-operation with 
those East European countries 
including Russia which did not 
wish to join Nato or might not 
be in the first wave; and a “real 
strategic partnership with Rus- 
sia". 

General Naumann said if he 
were the chief of the Russian 
general staff he would see pos- 
sible threats to the west, south 
and east. 

In the west General Nau- 
mann said, "wc offer them as- 
surance that Nato will remain 
calm, that there is no risk. In the 
south wc offer co -operation 
with Nato.” 

When questioned on how 
far south this co-operation 
would go. General Naumann 
said the discussions had just em- 
braced the “immediate neigh- 
bours of Russia as Russia is right 
now. Nato has no intention of 
going further south, and has no 
capabilities to do so.” 



Hot favourites: the British Fashion Awards are upon us again, and the 
competition is fiercer than ever. Join us behind the scenes at the shows 
for the inside stoiy on the likely winners of fashion’s glittering prizes 


If the world were a 
village of 1,000 people, 
what would it be like? 
Douella Meadows’s curious 
form of demographics 
(right) wiU turn your 
world-view upside down 
M 

Off the road: recapturing 
the spirit of Keiouac on 
Desolation Peak (right) 



The mystery of the 
concubine hotline: why 
arc respectable, married 
Orthodox Jews in 
Brooklyn being urged to 
take live-in mistresses? 
Suzanne Glass reports 
■ 

Plus: Peter Conrads 
interesting encounter with 
Pder Greenway 
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Andrew Gumbel 

Rome 

Silvio Berlusconi is back in the 
news, thanks to an outbreak of 
bedbugs. For the past few 
months the former Italian 
prime minister, now opposition 
leader, has done uncharacter- 
istically Hide to attract attention, 
perhaps because he is going 
through two separate corruption 
dials. But this week the Italian 
media circus has been all his. 
U all began with a remarkable 


revelation last weekend The op- 
position's new headquarters m 
central Rome, Mr Berlusconi 
announced gravely to the press, 
had been invaded by ima am- 
ice - literally a bedbug, but in 
this context the slang for an elec- 
tronic surveillance device. The 
bug, he said, bad been discov- 
ered behind a radiator, and he 
believed that confidential meet- 
ings attended only by his clos- 
est political allies had been 
picked up and recorded for 
the last six weeks or so. 


Almost instantly, Mr Berius- . 
coni’s allies began slinging wild 1 
accusations at the magistrates 
and at the government, saying 
that an Italian Watergate was 
under way. The government, 
meanwhik. voiced Us strong dis- 
approval, with the Prime Min- 
ister. Romano Prodi, calling 
for an urgent investigation into 
this “uncivil incident unworthy 
of a decent country". 

By yesterday, the govern- 
ment was promising to reform 
the security services, and the 


media was awash with specula- 
tion as to the possible culprit 
And yet something did not 
add up. The bug was an old- 
fashioned device not teed by the 
security services for years. 
Checks showed that uo magis- 
trate had requested any sur- 
veillance, at least not officially. 
Moreover, Mr Berlusconi told 
the press before going to the po- 
lice, obliterating posihle fin- 
gerprint evidence by handling 
and waving the bug around. 

‘ One senior politician, the 


Northern League activist and 
former interior minister Rober- 
toMaroni, accused Mr Berlus- 
coni of a media stunt Certainly, 
the tycoon turned politician 
has been playing the issue for 
ail it is wrath. 

But Mr Mamnfs is not a pop- 
ular opinion, and most I talian 
politicians have reacted in the 
opposte fashion - by insisting 
that Mr Berlusconi's problem is 
actually contagious. One min- 
ister, Antonio Maccanico, said 
he was fairly sure he was being 


spied on. And Umberto Boffii, 
leader of the Northern League, 
claims nine bugs have been, 
found ail his headquarters. 

The issue taps into ..every 
Italian paranoia abbot the. 


services and the deeply held 
conviction dating from the Cold 
Wit, that the countiyisnotnm 
tydectedpoiitiaaasbm rather 
by occult, invisible fences! i - 
- It is hard to imagine, hew^ 
ever, who could benefit by Bs-' 
toning in on Mr ■BeriusctimlS 


political meetings since their 
commits are usually leaked to 
-the press. Even Mr Berlusconi 
has admitted he does hot him- 
self suspect the security services 
or other nigans of the stale. 

So who is spying on him? Pfcp- 


has been putting bombs on 
trains and planes, blowing up 
historical buildings and staging 


for the past 25years; perhaps • 
nobody at all Chances are, we 
will never know. Berlusconi: bi the spotlight 



Belgian protest 
goes on despite 
justice promise 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

Belgium's justice minister 
pledged to reinforce inquiries 
into the country's child sex 
and murder scandals yesterday 
as nationwide protests contin- 
ued over the sacking of the 
judge leading investigations. 

Seeking to calm the anger 
generated by the handling of 
the case, Stefaan De Clerck 
told a parliamentary commit- 
tee that a second investigating 
magistrate would be appoint- 
ed to the probe. 

“Eveiything is being done to 
pursue the investigation," he 
said, adding that 350 people are 
now working foil time on the 
case sifting through 5,000 
videos of child pornography for 
incriminating evidence. 

An outcry followed Mon- 
days high court ruling in which 
the judge Jean-Marc Con- 
ncrotte was removed from the 
case, fuelling suspicions of a 
political and judicial cover-up. 

Confidence in the institu- 
tions of slate has been at best 
fragile since August when the 
bodies of four young girls were 
found buried at houses owned 
by a convicted rapist, Marc 
Dutroux. 

Accusations of bungling and 
complicity levelled at the au- 
thorities have been led by the 
families of the victims. 

The government s bracing it- 
self for more trouble on Sun- 
day when at least 50.000 people 
are expected to converge on 
Brussels in support of Mr Con- 
□eroue, who was taken off the 
case because of alleged bias in 


attending a function organ- 
ised by families of the victims. 

The same judge was re- 
moved from the inquiry into the 
murder of the former deputy 
Prime Minister Andre Cbols 
when in 1994 he signalled be 
was on the brink of a major 
breakthrough. The Belgian 
newspaper. La Libre Belgique. 
suggested yesterday that Mr 
Connerotte may have tracked 
down evidence linking senior 
political figures to the Dutroux 
affair. 

Mr De Gerck denied yes- 
terday that he bad brought 
pressure to bear on the fami- 
lies to drop an appeal against 
the rating of the country's 
highest court to remove Mr 
Connerotte. The decision to 
abandon their appeal came 
after a tense meeting with the 
minister on Ibesday night. 

A second day of sponta- 
neous protests and strikes 
again underlined the strength 
of emotion in Belgium follow- 
ing the latest developments. 

Bus drivers in Charleroi and 
Namur voted for a one-day 
strike while 500 steelworkers at 
a plant near Charleroi, birth- 
place of Marc Dutroux. 
stopped work to march past 
one of bis homes in the village 
of Marcinelle. Roads near 
Charleroi airport were blocked 
off by workers from the Sabca 
Aeronautics factory. 

The revelations surrounding 
the Dutroux affair have, it is be- 
lieved, served to drive a further 
wedge between Belgium’s al- 
ready divided linguistic com- 
munities, with many Flemings 
seeking to distance themselves 


from the macabre discoveries 
around Charleroi in French- 
speaking Whiionia. But the lat- 
est wave of discontent has 
crossed the linguistic divide. 
Hundreds of students threw 
eggs and smashed the win- 
dows of the law courts in 
Antwerp, the Flemish capital, 
while a few miles away in 
Mechelen demonstrators 
blocked several of the city’s ma- 
jor roads. In Genk, also in Flan- 
ders. Ford workers halted 
production for a spontaneous 
protest. 

The upheavals caused by 
the Dutroux affair have at- 
tracted intense outside atten- 
tion, another source of dismay 
for the Belgians whose profile 
internationally is that of a 
placid, conformist and law- 
abiding people. 

Mass protest however is not 
a newly discovered phenome- 
non. Modern Belgium was 
bom in 1830 after William of 
Holland tried to force through 
unpopular reforms on hostile 
Belgian subjects. 

Simmering discontent 
throughout the winter of 1829 
climaxed the following year 
when in an apparently sponta- 
neous uprising the people of 
Brussels took to the streets and 
stormed government buildings. 

That sparked the revolution 
which led eventually to 
independence. 

Similarly mass rallies in the 
summer of 1950 and a nation- 
al strike forced the abdication 
of King Leopold m because he 
was perceived to have been 
complicit in the Nazi occupa- 
tion of the country. 



Seeing red: An environmental activist, dressed as a tomato, stanefing fay a wall of cans marked with the bio-hazard sign 
during a protest against genetJcafly altered food on World Food Day in Berlin yesterday Photograph: AP 
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Phil Reeves 

Moscow 

Britain and several other Eu- 
ropean governments have de- 
clared their alarm over plans by 
the hardline President of Be- 
larus to stage a referendum 
which, if passed, would give him 
near totalitarian powers, and re- 
verse his country’s tentative 
steps towards democracy. 

Acting through their ambas- 
sadors in Minsk, Britain. Italy, 
France and Germany have chal- 
lenged Alexander Lukashenko 
over (he poll which has caused 
a hostile stand-off between the 
President and parliament, 
prompting fears that a show- 
down is looming. He has re- 
sponded angrily by accusing 
the West of meddling in his na- 
tion's internal affairs. 

The exchange is a measure of 


the growing international con- 
cern over Mr Lukashenko's 
proposed referendum which 
will gjve him huge powers over 
his 10 nuUkro population, whose 
legacy from the Soviet empire 
includes a nuclear arsenal, a 
large army, and a strong secret 
police. “We will have a second 
Haiti in the centre of Europe," 
Valery TDdunya, chairman of 
the Constitutional Court, 
warned recently. “It will be a 
dictatorship." 

Free speech has no more tak- 
en root in Belarus than the free 
market (less than 10 per cent of 
the economy is privatised), but 
Mr Lukashenko has lightened 
his throttle-grip on the media 
still further as the vote ap- 
proaches. closing down the only 
private radio station, and freez- 
ing the bank accounts of the al- 
ready restricted opposition 


newspapers. Belarusans who 
tune into their state-run televi- 
sion channel face a barrage of 
propaganda in favour of their 
president, unsullied by alter- 
native views. 

Mr Uikasbenko, 42, a former 
co 11c clivc -farm director, was 
elected in 1994, after winning 
support from rural Belarusans 
who saw him as an old-style 
party man who would serve as 
a bulwark against the hartii con- 
sequences of switching to a 
market economy. He has kept 
most of the old structures intact, 
beefing up bis presidential se- 
curity service and KGB with re- 
cruits from Moscow. But he 
complains that his efforts to re- 
vive his shattered economy 
have been continuously blocked 
by the legislature, and the con- 
stitutional court, whose rulings 
he frequently ignores. 


If approved, his referendum 
would create a second, more 
powerful. legislative chamber 
under his control (he would 
have the right to appoint a 
third of the members, while the 
rest would be drawn from offi- 
cials, appointed by bis admin- 
istration). His own term of 
office would be extended for 
seven years. He would chose 
half the constitutional court and 
half the electoral commission. 

The poll - which he wants to 
hold on 7 November, the an- 
niversary of the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution - is the latest bat- 
tle in a war which he has waged 
with parliament for months. 
Last year, he tried to close 
down the legislature altogeth- 
er by urging Belarusans to boy- 
cott parliamentary elections, 
destroying its quorum. But (he 
voters scuppered his scheme by 


turning out. This time, amid 
rumblings that members are 
moving, to impeach him, par- 
liament has counter-attacked by 
calling its own referendum on 
24 November which proposes to 
make Belarus a parliamentary 
republic. 

Which side wili win is a mat- 
ter of debate. Although Mr 
Lukashenko controls almost a H 
the media, and has a strong 
ramp of support in the coun- 
tryside, his opponents - who 
complain of being banassedand 
bugged by the security services 
- say his referendum will only 
pass if be cheats. They also say 
it is illegal as only the parliament 
can set a referendum dale. 

“There are only two ways 
he can win," said Stanislav Bog- 
dankevich, an opposition 
leader, “mounting a coup d'etat, 
or falsifying the poll". 


Strikes 

test 

French 

unions’ 

might 

Mary Dojevsky 

Paris 


France's powerful public sector 
trade unions are staging a one- 
day strike today (hat will be 
closely watched as an indicator 
of the likely strength of anti- 
government protest this winter. 

For the public, the strike is a 
chance to rehearse techniques 
perfected during the disruption 
of last winter walking to work, 
car-sharing or a premature start 
to the weekend. 

For the trade unions and the 
government the day of actionis 
a make-or-break affair. If it is 
weD supported, the protest could 
escalate to the pomt where it 

threatens the survival of the 
government and the Prime Min- 
ster, Alain Jupp£. If support is 
lacklustre, the unions will have 
to curb their ambitions and the 
government will quietly pro- 
ceed with the next stage of its 
plans to reform the welfare sysr 
tern and pare public spendm^*}^' 

The odds are hard to caf 
Opinion polls show the public 
anticipates a large measure of 
disruption this winter - 87 per 
cent said they expected wide- 
spread strikes - and is general- 
ly pessimistic about economic 
prospects. Workers in sectors 
hardest hit by spending cuts, de- 
fence sector employees and 
doctors, are angry and militant. 

The government has played 
its cards more cannD v than last 
year. It formally lifted the freeze 
on public sector pay just before 
the new round of negotiations 
began and reduced its esti- 
mates of job losses. The two 
main triggers for last year's 
strikes - the railway restruc- 
turing plan and the inclusion of 
public sector peasion arrange- 
ments in welfare reform - were 
both abandoned last year. The 
railways are now subject to a 
gentler reform plan; the plan to 
standardise pension arrange- 
ments has not been revived.* 

The core of the welfare re- 
form has been retained, but its£‘ ' 
initial financial effects impinge 
mainly on doctors. They are 
prominent in this year's 
protests, but their protest alone 
will not disrupt the country. 

On paper, at least, today’s ac- 
tion will affect most of the pub- 
lic sector. The national and 
regional railways as well as 
much urban transport have an- 
nounced their intention to 
strike. Most social security of- 
fices and government services 
will be closed. Air traffic con- 
trollers have called a partial 
strike. Gas and electricity work- 
ers are to strike, along with 
some dockyard employees. 

Many schools could be closed, 
and unionised doctors mil pro- 
vide an emergency service only. 
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5® Sandinista leader turns over a new leaf, but the US is unconvinced 
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Nicaragua 
poll battle 


Phil Davison 

Managu a 

George Bush once called him 
a “skunk” . His leading oppo- 
nent calls him “a Marxist devil”. 
But from his new white-shirted 
choirboy image to his free- 
market promises, the Sandinista 
leader Daniel Ortega is a 
changed man. He even has the 
:a4d polite thing to say about the 
jjflfiited States, but Washington 
^ not quite convinced by his ap- 
parent transformation. 

After trailing the conservative 
candidate, Arnoldo Aleman, 
all year by up to 20 percentage 
points in the opinion polls, Mr 
Ortega, 50, has surged to with- 
in three points. He now has a 
fighting chance of being voted 
back in as the President of 
Nicaragua in Sunday's elec- 
tion. If he is, he has promised 
a “kinder, gentler” San dinis ta 
government than the pro- 
Moscow regime he ted from the 
1979 revolution until he was de- 
feated by the conservative 
Violeta Chamorro in 1990. 

Mrs Chamorro is not running 
this time. Mr Ale man, a bulky 
50-year-old former Managua 
mayor, heads the Liberal Al- 
liance, roughly the same con- 
servative coalition which Mrs 
Chamorro led to victory in 1990. 

Mr Aleman is still the 
favourite. But the polls suggest 
he may not reach the 45 per cent 
he needs to avoid a second- 

S run-off in November, 
oils have Mr Aleman 
j around 41 per cent, 
and Mr Ortega up to 38. Horse- 
trading by the smaller parties 
would then tilt the balance one 
way or another in a head-to- 
head vote. 

Mr Ortega has corne a long 
way from the bespectacled, 
Ytinqui-bashmg revolutionary 
of 1979. He now wears contact 
lenses and has cast off his cow- 
boy shirts wth rolled up sleeves 
for billowing, collarless white 
shirts that give him an alxnost- 
saintiy appearance. 

His oratory is less fiery, too, 
partly as a result of a mysteri- 
ous heart condition which 
forces him to visit Cuba twice 
a year for check-ups. The San- 
dinisia anthem, which exhorts 
their followers to “fight against 
the Yanqui, enemy of humani- 
ty” has been “suspended" dur- 
ing the campaign- In its place, 
Beethoven’s Ode to Joy with cus- 


tomised Spanish lyrics is belled 
out wherever he goes. 

In an attempt to erode Mr 
Aleman's conservative support, 
Mr Ortega has enlisted some 
odd bedfellows. His vice-pres- 
idential miming mate is Juan 
Mannel Caldera, a 68-year-old 
cattle ra n c h er whose farms 
were confiscated by the San- 
dinistas in the Eighties. 

Campaigning along with 
them are several of the San- 
d m istas’ old arch-ene mies, the 
American-financed Contra 
guerrillas who fought Sandinista 
rule in a bloody war throughout 
the Eighties. One renowned 
ex- Contra, known as COman- 
dante Mack, who has been de- 
scribed as “a savage" for his 
human-rights abuses, has been 
introducing Mr Ortega at cam- 
paign rallies. 

The Sandinista leader even 
tried to recruit a Tfangtri into hfc 
campaign. Television commer- 
cials showed Mr Ortega posing 
with a US Democratic con- 
gressman, BO] Richardson, ap- 
parently an attempt to woo 
moderate voters who favour a 
rapprochement with W kshmgtrm . 

The commercial was later 
pulled off after Mr Richardson 
and the US government com- 
plained, saying the congressman 
had not given his permission 
and did not endorse Mr Orte- 
ga's candidacy/ 

Mr Ortega is campaigning on 
a platform of peace and greater 
prosperity. He has pledged not . 
to reinstate the milita ry draft 
which was in place during his 
earlier rule because of the war 
with the Contras and the war of 
words with the US. 

With 75 per cent ofMc- 
axaguans stilr living in poverty 
or extreme poverty - lt-is the 
second-poorest nati&n & the' 1 1 
hemisphere after Haiti - food 
and jobs wffl be the issues that 
swing the vote. Mr Aleman has 
pledged to create 100,000 new 
jobs in his first year m a nation 
of 4.2 million people where 54 
per cent are either musmpiqyed 
or have only partial or^xjradK ■_ 
income. 

Street crime, which grew af- 
ter the end of Contra war and 
the lifting of the military draft, 
is another pressing issue. More 
than 60 violent gangs roam the- . 
streets of Managua alone, with 
names such as the Corpse- 
eaters, the Skinheads and the 
Medicine Men. 
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Ran female: A Nicaraguan woman holds up a poster of candidate Daniel Ortega at a tally In Managua Photograph: AP 


Council of 
Europe lets 
in Croatia 

The CouncO of Europe 
a dmits Croatia next month as 
its 40th member after a delay 
over human-rights concerns 
in the ex- Yugoslav republic. 
The council, seen as an 
ante-chamber to the EU. 

froze Croatia's application in 
May asd set conditions 
concerning respect of the 
Dayton peace agreement 
ending the war m Bosnia, 
democracy and press 
freedom. Rader -Strasbourg 

Senators back 
East Timer 

Australian senators from 
across the political spectrum 
urged their government to 
end its policy of recognising 
Indo nesian sovereignty over 
East Timm, the former 
Portuguese territory it 
invaded 21 years ago. 

Robot MUHkat - Sydney 

Move for new 
Bosnia force 

Nato countries instructed 
their military officials to start 
work on a possible new 
peace force for Bosnia to 
replace the existing mission 
when its mandate expires on 
20 December, an alliance 
spokesman said. 

Reuter- Brussels 
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Tfan McGirk . 

New Delhi . _ ; 

First they tried to ran the chick- 
^en&fttit oflo^bfowiiie^reaf-' 
ter - .the girls. The same 
protesters in the south Indian 
city of Bangalore who recently 
tried fodose down the fast-food 
giant Kentucky tried Chicken, 
are now threatening to sabotage 
the Miss World pageant 
. ; Sponsors of the contest are 
taking the threats seriously: the 
organisers are transplanting the 
most controversial event in the 
pageant, in which women slink 
amandin swimming-costumes, 
dot of Bangalore to the beach- 
es of the Seychelles. 

Fried-chicken legs and leggy 
beauties may not appear, to 
share much hi common, but for 
a Bangalore professor of con- 
stitutional law, MDNanjun- 
daswanty, they represent an 
assault by multi-national com- 
panies on Indian values. “The 
multi-nationals are trying to 
introduce a meat-and-beer cul- 
ture in India,” the professor, a 
vegetarian teetotaller, said. He 
described the pageant' as; “Ru- 
pert Murdoch’s occupation of 
the Indian mrad”. 

The Australian media mag- 
nate's satellite television net- 
work has forseveta] years now 

been dumping all the dross of 
Western soap operas and sec- 
ond-rate films on to India. 

Opposition to the Miss World 
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wing Hindus, Muslim militants 
and feminists in an unlikely al- 
liance. Some have vowed to set 
themselves on fire if the contest 
goes ahead- 

Others, led by Prof Nanjun- 
daswamy, have threatened to 
barn the stadium where the con- 


el of judges which includes the 
Briton Eric Motley. Spectators 
are being charged up to £500 a 
ya>, much more than an Indi- 
an labourer earns in a year. 

Waqas Ahmed, from the Stu- 
dents of IslmnrcOrganisaficms, 


mental to oar delicate social 
ftl^wbichisalreadyundffroD- 
cfangh L The display of nudity is 
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India had always shrugged off 

beamy pageants until last year, 
when iodiaDS won both the 
Miss Universe and the Miss 
Wbrld contests. 

Then India seemed to wake 
up to ils own attractive women. 


ofmidrfle-dass gins aspiring to 
be super-models, instead of 
dentists and accountants. 

Yet it is likely that the Mss 
Work! pageantwmldiavebeen 
driven out of Bangalore months 
ago butfor the main organiser, - 
Amitabb Bachchan, who is Ia- 
riia’s best-loved film star, whom 

• .... • i CW1 
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be has decided to move the Show 
to Seychelles in 1997, a year ear- 

w, rather than fa r e ano i hm : bent 
wjih the protesters. 
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Taliban defy 
demand to 
abandon Kabul 

Kabul's Taliban rulers 
rejected an ultimatum by 
ousted government forces to 
abandon the capital, and sakl 
they bad no plans to evacuate 
the city. The acting 
“111(0170311011 minister". Amir 
Khan Mutaqi, said they had 
enough forces to defend the 
city. Reader - Kabul 

Jet crashes 
near cruiser 

A Swedish Viggen militaiy jet 
crashed into the Baltic near a 
Russian nuclear naval cruiser 
75 miles from the Swedish 
island of Gotland. The fate 
of the pilot was not known: 
the Russians said that the 
cruiser Pyotr Itliky and a 
patrol boat were searching 
for him. The jet was 
equipped for rcconnaisKincv. 
according to a Swedish 
statement. Most Viggcns are 
equipped as Dghier jets. 

AP ~ Stockholm 

Kurdish rebels 
doseincnArbil 

Anti-Saddam rebels of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
moved to tighten the mxisc 
around the key northern 
Iraqi city of Arbi! and reverse 
losses in August to a rival 
faction hacked by Baghdad. 
Reuter- Barisan Valley 
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Laura La Plante 


If Laura La Plante in did age 
had not resembled herselfm 
youth so strongly, I should have 
suspected an impostor. Sbe was 
charming, friendly and im- 
mensely likeable, but no one 
would have taken her for one 
of the most popular stars in film 
history. For she seemed totally 
unaffected by the experience; 
too modest, too forgetful. 

When David Gill and I ar- 
rived ut her home in Rancho 
Mirage, outside Palm Springs, 

with a film crew for our Holly- 

wood series in 1977. Laura re- 
treated to the kitchen and 
pleaded not to be interviewed 
She knew we'd come to film her 
husband Irving Asher, produc- 
er and silent-era publicist, but 
she also knew we'd grab some- 
thing of her if wc could. When 
we realised her reticence was 
genuine, we relented. 

I had tried to chronicle her 
career during several visits, and 
while she tried hard to re- 
member, her memory was as 
bad as she said it was. She could 
recall exactly what she wore in 
a picture, but none of the inci- 
dents associated with the mak- 
ing of it. But during those visits 
I grew very fond of her. She had 
a diy sense of humour; I re- 
member her poring over some 
photographs with an old friend, 
the silent actress Bessie Love, 
trying to remember the names. 
Eventually die turned to me and 
said “Care to take a nap?" 

She was best-known as a 
comedienne, and yet her finest 
performances were in dramat- 
ic roles, in two films of 1924 
directed by Clarence Brown: 
Butterfly , in which she played a 
violin student (which she was in 
real life) for whose talent her 
older sister sacrifices her career; 
and Smouldering Fires, a realis- 


tic drama about an autocratic, 
middle-aged woman who runs 
a factory (Pauline Frederick) 
and fails for a young employee, 
only to find him pursuing her 
youthful sister (Laura). The 
sensitivity of the playing trans- 
formed the stereotyped story 
into a minor masterpiece. 

Laura La Plante came from 
a poverty-stricken background 
in Si Louis, Missouri. Her father 
was a dance teacher. After her 
mother divorced him, she 
moved with Laura and her 
younger sister Violet to San 
Diego, California. 

As a teenager. Laura spent 
summer vacations with a cousin, 
Mary MacMahon, in Holly- 
wood. Mary spotted a newspa- 
per ad asking for children for 
moving pictures, and Laura 
was selected and brought home 
some money. Her mother, who 
had lost her job, sent her back 
m the holidays. 

Mary MacMahon did all she 
could for Laura. Next door 
lived a scenario writer who 
knew the great director George 
Loane Tucker, and he was 
asked to meet Laura. Tucker 
staged a test in the garden, but 
Laura felt his cameraman had 
no film in his camera, because 
all she got were words of en- 
couragement. Tucker advised 
her to visit a studio and to watch 
how things were done. Film- 
making was a relatively casual 
affair in 1919, and Laura was 
able to do just that. 

When her cousin moved to 
an apartment on Gower Street, 
Laura secured a proper test at 
the nearby Christie comedy 
studios. She was noticed by AI 
Christie and this is Laura's ac- 
count of the conversation: 
““How did you get into stock 
here?' T didn't . . .' ‘Would you 



A sort of Carole Lombard of her day: La Plante's dazzBng beauty and personality made her UttiversaTs top star (above, In SOk Stockings, 1927) Ptwtogaph: Ronald Grant 


like to?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Well, as of Mon- 
day, you're in stock.'" (“He 
was," explained Laura, “in a 
very good mood.") 

A1 Christie cast her in a se- 
ries based on a newspaper car- 
toon strip called Bringing Up 
Father. Her first important role 
was in Charles Ray's The Old 
Swimmtn'Holc (1921). Charles 
Ray was then nearing the end 
of nis career playing wistful, hay- 
seed roles in films deeply nos- 
talgic for a vanishing America. 
This film was something of an 


experiment, being made en- 
tirely without subtitles. La 
Plante's fresh, naturalistic, 
performance won her notice 
and she thought stardom was 
assured. 

Instead, she was cast by Fox 
in a western. Big Town Round- 
up (1921) with Thm Mix. West- 
erns, even with Tbm Mix, were 
regarded as the cheap end, one 
might almost say the rear end, 
of the industry, and appearing 
in them brought little attention. 
Furthermore, she had to ride a 


horse. She couldn't ride, but re- 
fused to admit it and the expe- 
rience brought her nothing but 
terror. 

From Fox she went over to 
Universal, which was a foolish 
move because they were were 
famous for their westerns. La 
Plante was cast in a relentless 
series of western two-reelers 
and five-reelers and even a se- 
rial, Perils of the Yukon (1922), 
for which she was expected to 
do her own stunts, and during 
which the company were 


snowed in on location in the 
High Sierras. She never learned 
to ride prop e rly , and was grate- 
ful for a brief spell at Goldwyn 
where she played the prettiest 
giil in town in Rupert Hughes's 
The Wallflower {1912). 

Her career began to take off 
when she was selected as a 
Wampas Baby Star of 1923 
(Wampas standing for Western 
Association of Motion Picture 
Advertisers). The following year 
she played with Reginald Den- 
ny in a motor-racing comedy 


called Sporting Youth. By now 
she had dyed her light-brown 
hair blonde, and her dazzling 
beauty, together with her per- 
sonality — humorous, mischie- 
vous, but basically sensible and 
kind - brought her tremen- 
dous popularity. She became 
Universal's top star, a sort of Ca- 
role Lombard of her day. 

While her favourite films 
were the comedies she made 
with Reginald Denny, her most 
celebrated role, was in The Cat 
and the Canmy ( 1927), a brilliant 


parody of Gothic horror di- 
rected by the German master 
Paul Lent 

In 1926 she married William 
Seiler, who had directed the 
best of her Denny comedies. 
After playing Magnolif- in 
Show Boat (1929)-asfleaJver- 
sion, later reissued with sound 
prologue, and music and ef- 
fects - and an appearance r. 
King of Jazz (1930), Laura E* 
Plante and Universal parted 
. company. 

In 1933 she moved to Eu- 
rope, and in 1934, after an am- 
icable divorce from William 
Seiter, she married Irving 
Asher, then in charge of the 
Warner Bros studios at Ifed- 
dington. She played in only a 
handful of the films he pro- 
duced there, for die was now the 
mother of two children, JiU 
and Tony. 

When war came, Asher 
joined the US Army and Lau- 
ra and the children returned to 
California. She made a few 
more appearances on film, 
played in television and made 
her last film, Spring Reunion, in 
1957. 

When her son Tony was 16, 
he was asked what his mqgher 
was doing these days-f^Sh 
now," he said, “she’s jus?™ 
woman." Laura La Plante may 
have vanished from public view, 
hut she made a final appearance 
in New York in The Ni&ti of 100 
Stars in 19S5. 

Kevin Brownlow 

Laura Isabelle La Plante, actress: 
bom St Louis, Missouri 1 No- 
vember 1904; married 1926 
William Setter (marriage dis- 
solved 1934), 1934 Irving Asher 
(died 1985; one son, one daugh- 
ter); died Los Angeles 14 
October 1996. 


Ono Tozaburo 


As every British schoolboy 
should know, from Shelley's 
The Masque of Anarchy, written 
in 1S19 and inspired by the Pe- 
tcrloo massacre, poetry and 
anarchism make good bed- 
fellows. One of the most 
distinguished representatives 
of this marriage was the Japan- 
ese anarchist poet Ono Toz- 
aburo. whose life was one of 
perpetual poetic protest and 
revolutionary insubordination, 
attacking both traditional 
Japanese ways of life and tra- 
ditional Japanese poetry, chiefly 
in the waka or tanka form. 

It may surprise some to learn 
that there ls a strong natural an- 
archist tendency in Oriental 
culture, but certain elements of 
anarchism can be found in Lao 
Tzu, and in the iSth-eentuiy 


Japanese thinker Ando ShoekL 
During the Meiji Period (1868- 
1912), the theories of Prince 
Kropotkin and Mikhail Bakunin 
were introduced into Japan, 
along with socialist and com- 
munist philosophies. Several 
Japanese groups were formed, 
both violent and non-violent 
Christian. One of my ancestors, 
Thomas Kirkup, in his History 
of Socialism (1892), writes that 
the Tolstoyan anarchist Dr Ko- 
toku. together with his wife 
and 10 followers, was executed 
after a secret trial in 191 1: 

II is believed (here was an actual 
bomb ... but no evidence was forth- 
coming to justify such savage and 
wholesale punishments. The whole 
episode appeals io he a blot on the 
fair fame of Japanese civilisation, 
which must be regretted by the many 
admirers of that 'interesting nation. 


Ono Tozaburo was born in 
Osaka, an industrial city which 
at the beginning of the centii- 
iy was in the throes of a violent 
economic and industrial up- 
heaval. with accompanying 
social unrest and political agi- 
tation. The future anarchist 
poet of industrial landscapes of 
total desolation attended mid- 
dle school, and fortunately part 
of his early childhood was 
passed in the lovely temple city 
of Nara. 

In 1920 he made his way to 
Tokyo and entered the univer- 
sity. But like so many of Japan's 
modern poets and artists, he 
dropped out after only eight 
months. There is something in 
the Japanese artistic tempera- 
ment that does not take to fur- 
ther education, a rebellious 


spirit, a natural anarchy found 
in many modern works in con- 
flict with accepted notions. 

Tozaburo, as if instinctively, 
gravitated towards the 
anarchist-socialist groups of the 
time, fully aware of the dangers 
lying in wait for those “nails that 
refuse to be hammered down** 
at the hands of the authorities. 
In 1923, he became a contrib- 
utor to the newly found ed.-ika 
to A too (“Red and Black") an- 
archist magazine. like most 
publications of its kind, it was 
suppressed, and ceased publi- 
cation in 1924. To take its place; 
Tozaburo founded his own 
Dadaist-anarchist journal Dam-. 
Dam which predictably had 
only one issue. 

The Dada movement in po- 
etry and an was becoming pop- 


ular in Japan, but no publisher 
could be persuaded to issue Ibz- 
aburo's first collection of poems, 
Haribun Htmita Mado (“A Half- 
Opened Window 7 ’), so he pub- 
lished it at his own expense in 
1926. He also took the risk of 
issuing another anarchist mag- 
azine, Dando (“Trajectory”) 
which ran for a whole year 
(1930-31), in association with his 
fellow anarchist poet Kiyoshi 
AJdyama. 

In 1933 he returned to Osa- 
ka. The industrial landscapes of' 
Osaka and Osaka Bay form the 
- backgrounds of many of his lat-- 
er poems. Here in the inter-war 
period he became the ac- 
knowledged leader and teacher 
of younger poets. He gradual- 
ly shifted to the Marxist-realist 
position in his Furu/d Sekai no 


ue ni (“Above the Old World”, 
1934) and Osaka (1939). He 
also took up literary criticism 
with a socialist tendency, with 
which he was able to exert a ma- 
jor influence. He published 
successive essays in the maga- 
zine Burden Soshifd (“Organi- 
sation of Culture", 194043) 
which were collected in Shirvn 
(“Essays cm Poetry”, 1947). He 
sought to reject musical quali- 
ty and replace tanka - type lyri- 
cism by a visionary verse 
founded on- a critical and 
rational spirit EEs post-Pacific 
War collections include Daika- 
hen: (“The Ocean’s- Edge”, 
1947), Hi-nomu Keyaki (“Fire- 
Swallowing Zuikova", 1952), 
Juyu Fuji (“Heavy Oil Fuji", 
1956) and Ikyo (“Strange 
Land", 1966). 


Sadly, in later years, with the 
decline of Japanese interest in 
literature, he became some- 
what neglected. He appears in 
a very few anthologies of mod- 
em Japanese poetry, and is 
missing from our own Penguin 
Book of Japanese Verse - in so 
many ways an unsatisfactory 
compilation. However, he is 
well represented in my own re- 
cently published anthology 
Burning Giraffes (University of 
Salzburg Press). Beside is an ex- 
ample of one of my translations 
of his poems, from Daikai-hen 
(1947).'? . 7 

...... • vfameg Kirknp 

Ono Tozaburo. poet and anar- 
chist : bom Osaka, Japan 27 July 
1903; died Osaka 10 October 
1996. 


Tomorrow 
The old reeds are dead 
And the new shoots an few. 
Sandpipers are flocking like clouds 
across the river mouth. 
Wild gaks an sweeping the sand- 
banks where 
The spring tides chum upJvAfyff 
in this deserted and tSsorwfk 

landscape 

I listen to the wind howBng over die 
wastes of heavy industry . 
- Surety something must have 

gone wrung 
Already it is worse than anything 
I can imagine. 
Wkat / see before me is a ghastly 
landscape of waste lands 
everywhere. 
Without sunlight without sound. 
The indelible shadows of an 

horizon buried 

In iron, nickel, rubben nitrogen, 
magnesium. 


P. A. Soloviev 


In the Soviet Union it was usu- 
al lor aircraft and their engines 
to be designated according to 
the leader of the design team. 
P. A. Soloviev remained for 
many years almost unknown in 
the Western world, because 
most of his engines were des- 
ignated by a simple letter D. 
from Jvigiad (“engine"). 

Bom in 1917. Pavel Alek- 
sandrovich Soloviev (pro- 
nounced “Solovyov") was from 
childhood interested in every- 
thing mechanical. From high 
school he entered the Aviation 
Technological Institute at Ry- 
binsk (today Andropov). He 
graduated with distinction in 
1939. and joined the OKB (ex- 
perimental construction, or de- 
sign. bureau) of Arkadiya D. 
Shvetsov at Perm. 

Shvotsov was the first aero- 
engine designer to set up his 
own OKB in the Soviet Union. 
His firstborn, the simple M-1 1 
radial engine of lOOhp. re- 
mained in production over 40 



Soloviev’s D-30 series I engine; first put into in service bi the Tu-134 airliner in 1967, them are stilH over 1,000 In use around the world 


years, more than 130.000 being 
built. 

But by the time Soloviev 
joined there was a need for en- 
gines of far greater power for 
fast fighters and bombers. 
Soloviev' played a leading role 
in developing the M-82 (redes- 
ignated in Shvetsov's honour as 


the ASh-82 in 1941), an air- 
cooled radial in the 1.500- 
2.000hp class. It was one of 
the most important engines of 
what Russians call the Great Pa- 
triotic War, and over 70,000 of 
them were built. 

In 1946 Soloviev played a 
leading part in the development 


of the most powerful piston 
engine ever to be installed in 
an aircraft, the ASh-2K of 
4,700hp. He also worked on 
many other engines, such as the 
ASh-21 of 550-700hp. which is 
still in use in aeroplanes and 
helicopters. 

In 1953 Soloviev succeeded 


Shvesiav as chief constructor of 
the Perm OKB. He recognised 
that, by this time, aircraft re- 
quiring high power would use 
not piston engines but gas tur- 
bines. Some piston-engine 
designers, especially in the 
Western world, found it hard to 
learn the very different tech- 


nology, with exceedingly com- 
plex problems of aerodynamics 
and combustion and a range of 
new materials. Soloviev ac- 
cepted the challenge with 
enthusiasm. 

He immediately began the 
design of the first turbo fan to 
go into service and a turbosbaft 
engine of unprecedented pow- 
er for a giant helicopter. 
Soloviev had studied the writ- 
ings of Frank Whittle, who had 
painted out that the propulsive 
efficiency of a jet engine would 
be increased if the airflow 
through it could be increased 
and (lie jet velocity reduced. Ac- 
cordingly he produced the D- 
20P, a neat turbofan with a 
mass flow of 293 pounds per 
second and take-off thrust of 
11,905 pounds. 1b the aston- 
ishment of Western designers, 
this beat their turbofans into 
service in the Tu- 124 jetliner on 
2 October 1962. 

The turbos haft engine was 
the D-25V, which delivered 


5,500fapatatimewhen Lhe most 
powerful helicopter engine in 
the Western world was a piston 
engine rated at L900hp. Ira D- 
25Vs made possible the Mi-6 
helicopter of 1957. Over 800 of 
these monsters were built, and 
even today the Western world 
has no helicopter with any- 
thing remotely similar in size 
and capability. 

Having cut his teeth with 
these two engines, Soloviev 
went from strength to strength. 
The D-30 designation was, with 
typical Russian mentality, used 
for two completely different 
families of engines, one (for the 
lb-134 jetliner) in the 15,000- 
pound thrust class and the 
other (for various big jet trans- 
ports) rated at 24,000-26,500 
pounds. To confuse things 
still further, Lhe derived D- 
3QF6 is a monster fighter en gine , 

with an afterburner, with a 
combat thrust rating of 41,843 
pounds. 

Soloviev's final achievement 


was the PS-90, a giant turbofan : 
of high bypass ratio for ad- ’ 
vanced passenger and cargo ; 
transports, A family of PS-90 en- 
gines are now flying, in the * 
35.0001b class. What their dc- ■! 
signer did not expect is that in : 
today's former Soviet republics j 
they are having to coroiyte 2 
with Western engines. ] 

Soloviev gained a professor- | 
ship in 1960, was made a Hero ! - 
of Soviet Labour in 1966, was \ 
appointed a doctor of of tech- i 
meal science in 1973 and a cor- 2 
responding member of the \ 
USSR Academy of Sciences in ; 
1981. Also in 1981 he reached ] 
the supreme industrual rank of j 
General Constructor. He re- i 
tained this until he retired in ] 
1989. handing over to Yuri E. 5 
Reshelnikov. ^ 

Bill Gonston j 

Fat’d Aleksandrovich Soloviev, jj 
aeroplane engine designer bum u 
1917; died Perm, Russia 13 B 
October 1996. § 
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Forthcoming; 

marriages 

Mr *L Sutcliffe 
and ML«s H. Wallace 
The engagement is announced bc- 
mecn .Mark, ynungesi son of Mr and 
Mrs John Sutcliffe, of Great 
BMUghton. North Yorkshire, and 
Henrietta, daughter of Mr and Mis 
Ian Wallace, nr Edinburgh. 

Birthdays 

Mr Stephen Bishop- Kovucevich. 
concert pianist. 5ft; Mr Hany Car- 
penter. broadcaster. 71: Mr Sydney 
Chapman MP. bl; The Earl of D.ii- 
houvie. former Governor-General, 
Rhodesian Federation. 32: Mr Alan 
Garner, author, bi Sir Ralph Gib- 
son. a former Lord Justice of ApfvnL 
74; The Right Rev Ronald Good- 
child. Assisunt Bishop, few ter, Ste 
M Jean Guceuinou. French ambas- 
sador. 55; Sir Christofriier Harding, 
chairman. BET S"': Mrs Ann Jones, 
tennis player. 5S: Lord Kilhraekcn, 
author and journalist. 7<r. Mr Michael 
Lord MP. 58; Sir Gmtcnin M.tckin- 
iflsh. producer of stage musicals. 50: 
Mr Arthur Miller. pl^wr^JtL 81: Mr 
Bernard Taylor, former chief execu- 
tive. Glaxo, bl; Sir Simon Dickey, 
High Ciiurt judge- 55. 

Anniversaries 

Births: John Wilkes, political re- 
former and journalist, 1727: Elinor 
Ghu novelist, 1S64; Baroness Karen 


Blixcn (Isak Dincsen), author, 1SS5; 
Riu Hayworth (Margarita Carmen 
Cansino), actress. l^lS. Deaths: Sir 
Philip Sidney, poet, soldier and 
courtier, L5X6: Frederic- Francois 
Chopin (Fryderyk Franciszek). com- 
poser. 1849; Sulnet Joseph Rirclman. 
humurisL 1979. On this day: British 
and French forces begun the Siege 
of SehaslopoL 1854: a si eel-making 
process was patented by Sir Henry 
Bessemer. 1355: AI Capone, a boot- 
legger. was sentenced to II years in 
jail for income-tax evasion. 1931; the 
first nuclear power station in the 
world was opened at Colder HolL 
195b. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Anstrudis or Austrude, Saints Elhel- 
fvrt and Etbclrud. St Ignatius or An- 
tioch. St John the Dwarf, St Nothclm. 
St Rule, St Soraphino and The Ur- 
sulinc Martyrs of Valenciennes'. 

Lectures 

Royal Society of Llteratnre: An- 
drew Davies and Sue Birtwistle, 
“Tiking a Plunge with Mr Darcy: 
adapting dassk txweb for televison". 
7pm. 

Dinners 

Foreign and Commoinrealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind QC MP. Sec- 
retary of Suite for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, held a dinner 
yesterday evening at I Carlton Gar- 
dens. London 5WL in honour of 
Senor Abel Matulcs Juan. Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Spain. 


Police can be liable under Race Discrimination Act 


Fhrah v Commissions of Police 
lor the Metropolis; Court of 

Appeal (Lord Justice Peter 
Gibson, Lord Justice Olion. 

Lord Justice Hutchison] 

9 October 1996 

Police officers provided services 
to the public within the mean- 
ing of section 20(2)(g) of the 
Race Relations Act 1976 and 
acted unlawfully if in so doing 
they discriminated against a 
person on the grounds of race. 
But a chief officer of police was 
not vicariously liable under 
the Act for the discriminatory 
actions of his subordinates. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by the Met- 
ropolitan Police Commissioner 
against the decision of Judge 
Harris, sitting in Central Lon- 
don County Court on 21 De- 
cember 1995, refusing to strike 
out parts nf the statement of 
claim of the plaintiff, Zeinab 
Farah. 

The action arose out of an 
occurrence on 17 July 1994. The 
plaintiff, a refugee from So- 
malia then aged 17, claimed she 
and her 10-year-old cousin 


were attacked near their home 
by some white teenagers, who 
set a dog on her and injured 
her. The police officers who re- 
sponded to her 999 call instead 
of helping her and seeking to 
detain her attackers, arrested, 
detained and charged her with 
affray, common assault and 
causing unnecessary suffering to 
a dog. She was released on bail 
the same day. On 12 January 
1995 she appeared to answer 
the charges and, no evidence 
being offered, was acquitted. 

In her claim against the 
Commissioner for damages, 
including aggravated and ex- 
emplary damages, for false im- 
prisonment, assault and battery 
and malicious prosecution, the 
plaintiff included an allega- 
tion that the officers' conduct 
amounted to unlawful racial 
discrimination. It was this last 
allegation which the Commis- 
sioner sought to strike out. 

Section 20 of the 1976 Act 
provided: 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 

17 October 1996 

(1) It is unlawful for lay person con 
cemed with the provision ... of 

goods, facilities or services to the 
public or a section of the public to 
discriminate against a person who 
seeks to obtain or use those goods, 
facilities or services . s . 

^^tiesm^serricesmei^raied in 
subsection (1); ... (g) the services 
of any profession or trade, or any 
local or other public authority. 

Section 53 provided: 

(I) Except as provided by this Act 
no proceedings, whether civil or 
oixmnal, shall ae against any person 
in respect of an act by reason that 
then act is unlawful by virtue of a 
provision of this Act. 

It was contended for the 
Commissioner that section 20 
did not apply to notice officers 
performing (he duties of their 
office, since they were not pro- 
viding a service; and that.even 
if it did. the Commissioner 
himsetfcould not be vicariously 
liable for breaches of section 20 
by his constables. 

Robert Seabrook QC and Duncan 


Madcod (Metropolitan Mice Solic- 
itor) far the Commissioner; Andrew 
Nicol QC and Heather Williams 
(Ddghton GuedaBa) for the plaintiff. 

Lord Justice Hutchison said 
tha Lprima fade, section 20 was 
wide enough to apply to at least 
some of (he acts undertaken by 
police officers in the perfor- 
mance of the duties of their of- 
fice. The crucial words were 
“any person concerned with the 
provision (for payment or not) 
of . . . services to the public". 
These words were entirely apt 
to cover those parts of a police 
officer’s duties involving assis- 
tance to or protection of mem- 
bers of the public. There was 
nothing in the examples in sec- 
tion 29(2} that expressly or im- 
pliedly excluded jpolfee officers 
from the arabit of section 20(1). 
In his Lordship’s view they fell 
within paragraph (g). There 
was no reason ^ why a person per- 
forming a public duty .might not 
also be providing a service. / 


The plaintiff’s claim was 
that she sought the service of 
protection and because of her 
race was denied the protection 
others would have been 
forded. It seemed that wa&u 
less the provision of a service 

than was the giving of directions^ 

or other information to a mem- 
ber of the public who sought 
them. ^ 

It followed that a claim of 
racial discrimination could 
dearly be made against an in- 
dividual police officer by a 
member of the public. 

As to vicarious liability, how- 
ever, the prohibition in section 
53(1) applied to both types of 

claim and identity of parties and 

wasdearfrexnressed. Orrim,.. 


:-j • 'j}.. 




vicarious liability apart fromffre 
act did not suffice to found a 
chum; it was only to the extent 
that the Act permitted vicari- 
ous liability claims that thev 
could be maintained. 3 

It did not do so in this case 

and the claim under section 20 
against the Commissfoqer m** t 
be struck out JL’ 

Firal Magnth. Barrister 






s 





OCTOBER 1996 


19 


the leader page 




ReJ 


reen 

pClfoMnc* ,;i f ,| h 
:e said he revcmhUj. 

). niilke:. f.w jp_ 
writ snw.ii.u.11 


D eath in Dunblane created an 

Ef¥‘"SR 

from the back branches havedropped 
— ~ sho °tists more^S- 
ded to their pistols than any notion of 
propriety or public safety, and V&rren 

^ ***: Yestcrd ^ r Lord Cullen 
proposed a half-measure, oat of a 
touching anxiety for the economic well 
■ Deing of the gun industry. His amdetv 
however, was utterly beside the point! 

The Government, also, has missed the 

point. The ban on private holding of 
handguns should be complete and 
exceptionless. Ministers seemed yes- 
terday to think they deserved applause 
for going beyond Cullen, showing only 
how fer they are stffl afflicted by post- 
Dunblane myopia. The course is now 
dean a complete ban. The sooner it is 
effected the better. 

A complete ban would be a drastic 
extension of state power into private 
ijwberty — that is true. But there is no 
gKportage of historical precedent for 
democratic governments responding to 
threat .by far-reaching legislation, 

• increasing surveillance and inspection 

deep in society’s innards. Indeed, there 
are many more worrying instances 
than, the one we propose. The first 
Defence of the Realm Act was passed 


now. There’s nothing to lose 


by a Liberal government convinced - 
hi the context of the Great War - its 
extension of government’s sphere was 
justified by the emergency. It wanted 
to protect a way of fife.' So it s with 
handgun control. Barman private own- 
ership of lethal weaponry should be 



less need of that apparatus of state 
power symbolised by the armed police 
officer. Fewer guns would mean less 
government. 

There is nothing ideolo gical about 
such a ban: it is a practical response in 
a special circumstance. Just as there is 
no logic of histoiy poshing the bound- 
aries of the state ever forward (some- 
thing the hystericsof the new right like 
to frighten themselves with), so there 
is no grand logic driving violent crime 
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tis country more peaceful. It is his- 
torically naive to say British society is 
“natural^ pacific What is true is that 
since the 17th century government has 
had a pretty effective monopoly on fire- 
power: when Georgians or Victorians 
rioted they threw stones because all the 
muskets were secure made ar my bar- 
racks. By the 20th century that tradi- 
tion had bedded down into a wide- 
spread popular revulsion at the 
ownership and handling of destructive 
weapons. Guns are unBrit&L That sen- 
timent is, of course, flawed: there are 
large numbers of illegally held 


weapons. And the tradition is threat- 
ened, Ity boundaries open to trade with 
countries with laser rules. But being 
anti-gun remains part of tins country’s 
social ecology. This is a moment to 
affirm that aspiration of civic peace. 

There are, yes, important points to 
consklerwhen it comes to proscription 
- arguments that even the tears of 
grieving parents cannot dissolve. One 
of the strongest is John Stuart Mill’s 
plea for liberty: action should remain 
free up to the point where it harms oth- 
ers. On that basis, the Government 
might seek to rest its case for allowing 
guns to be stored at dubs where, in pri- 


vacy, shooting and the handling of guns 
ought to threaten no one but their own- 
ers. But whatever merit it has in the- 
ory, it fails the test of practice. How 
secure will those armouries be? How 
are the weapons to be transported for 
competitive shooting? A blanket ban is 
simpler to administer, and is therefore 
certain to be more effective. 

What is lost thereby? The pleasure 
of a handful of enthusiasts only. 
Though sport has in recent years 
moved to the centre of our culture as 
a source of entertainment and inspi- 
ration for many, it must not become a 
fetish. The loss of British participation 


at the Olympics in pistol shooting is 
hardly going to dent the national 
medals tally. 

And what is gained? To ban hand- 
guns is to show, for once. that tins coun- 
try’s Parliament is not entirely the 
creature of special interests and paid 
persuaders. TTiere is nothing new about 
lobbying for legislative favour. What is 
new is the shamelessness with which 
lobbyists parade then parliamentary 
agents, the loudness with which they 
squeal their sectional case. In the ter- 
rible sadness of Dunblane something 
wonderful was bom. The symbol of the 
snowdrop now adorns a movement of 
moral force that has shamed even the 
tired and discredited ministers of the 
present government inro doing very 
nearly the right thing. 

If ever an event proved the shallow 
self-regard of that Eighties formulation 
“there is no such thing as society'*, it 
was the human response to the death 
of those children and their teacher in 
Dunblane. From it, around a core of 
bereaved parents, there has grown a 
voluntary organisation whose voice 
now commands the political centre 
stage. There are those who continue to 
resist a blanket ban on handguns, sin- 
cerely worried by nanny having to take 
thing s away in case we are tempted to 
misuse them. They fear this means 
infantilisation. Let them stand a 
moment alongside those parents in 
Snowdrop and observe their calm and 


adult demeanour. The parents' argu- 
ments have won not only because they 
are right, hut because in their capacity 
lo translate their grief into practical 
democratic reform, they represent 
recuperative human spirit at its awe- 
some and inspiring best. 


Little tiddlers? 
No, whoppers 

A stonishing. Andrew Neil, some- 
time editor of the national news- 
paper 7/ie Sunday Turn \s, thinks he’s a 
little guv tilting against the powerful 
Establishment. Even more amazing, he 
and Peregrine Worst home believe 
Rupert Murdtx'h has been bashing 
the old elite in the interests of the little 
guv. too. As if Murdoch’s media 
empire, and the editors that dance 
within it. have not long had more 
influence than any individual inside 
Buckingham Palace. Downing Street, 
Whitehall or the elite universities and 
public schools. Rupert Murdoch and 
Andrew Neil arc aee players ol the old- 
est Establishment game in the book, 
using power to sustain their own wealth 
and privileges. They have never done 
anything to subvert Britain's most pow- 
erful institutions. They arc one of 
Britain's most powerful’ institutions. 
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Arts Council 
works well 
just as it is 

Sin David Lister (“Better Mrs B 
than a bunch of towies", 15 
October) questions the 
accountability of the arm's-len gth 
principle of arts funding and lays 
the blame for failure to resolve 
mg crises in the arts at the 
of the Arts Council. 

_ jere is indeed a case for 
directly elected representatives 
taking on responsibility for the 
distribution of the money that 
Parliament votes for the support of 
the arts. 

However, int he real world I 
suspect that if tins were done, it 
would not be very long before some 
new ann’s-length-style body would 
have to be invented. 

The reason for this is twofold. In 
the first place, the Council indudes 
among its members aits 
practitioners of the highest quality; 
in turn they receive expert advice 
from panels of arts professionals. 
Second, Council members and 
advisers gjveiheir services free. It 
would be difficult, and very 
expensive, for the Civil Service to 
; un dertake this work without 
. adding considerably to its own 
- overhead. 

Further, it is not true that there 
■ is no connection with elected 
representatives, as local 
government is an essential 
.Component in the structure of the 

* V^®egionaJ Arts Boards, all of whose 

10 chairmen serve as members of 
the Arts Council. The Secretary of 
State of the day, who appoints 
• members of the Council for fixed 
terms, is accountable to 
Parliament. 

As for accusations that members 
of the Council dp, on occasi on , 

have professional interests which 
benefit under the Lottety, this is 
indeed a sensitive and difficult 
issue. Stephen Dorrell, when he 
was Minister, answered it best 
when he said that for civil servants 

to administer the lottery system 

was the only alternative, and by 
definition this excluded 
practitioners. Some trust is 

necessary, and we have rigorous 
procedures which ensure that 
nobody affected by an award or 
associated closely with others 
affected can take any part in the 

discussio n or decision-making 

pI DaSd Lister seems to blame the 

Arts Council for what I « “ e 

increasmgjy untenable nntudanre 
v between current funding under® 

| Sf jteadfly reducing Treasury grant 
^ the large sums being made 
W favailabie for capital purposes 

* under the Lottery- .. . . 

On present form we are Iflceiy 
find ourselves in a ponwnigf 1 ® 
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handsome new facilities froni 
Lottery. Tbt taWj*® 
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Michael Heath?* Britain: Christie's Auction House - site of the Camilla Parker-Bmdes sale 


attention to the acute position in 
winch we find ourselves. 

LORD GOWRIE 
Chairman, The Arts Council of 
England 
London SWI 

Sin The proposed New Museum 
of Art and Sculpture Park for 
Wales, designed by David 
Chipperfield and sited in the 
parkland of Powis Castle in 
Welshpool, is in danger of 

becoming the nen lottery casualty 

in Whies, following the recent 
“fiasco” over the Opera House in 
rwiff, which was also the subject 
of an international competition. 

The Mid Whies Centre for the 
Arts frost has carefully planned the 


culmination of this being the foil 

planning permission granted 
earlier Lbis year. Everything is m 
place for tins outstand ing scheme 
to bring £8m of investment to one 
of the most culturally neglected 
reas of Whies, brin gin g m its wake 
ity to the town of 


On 18 October the Arts Council 
of Wales will decide on the lottery 
funding for the development of the 
museum. It will have to face the 
fact that the new local authority, 

S'SSSgKS. 

sissir 

funner Montgomeryshire District 

^T^crequest-to Powys is for an 
additional £14,000 overandjbovr 

the local authority's lei® 11 ® 
bU Thelocal authority must • 

reconsider its position if akihe 

time, effort and money already 


spent on this scheme is not to be 
wasted. We believe that the Arts 
Council ofWUes must show vision 
and support for this new visual arts 
complex winch will help to put 
Stales firmly on the international 
artistic map. The local authority 
funding will surely follow. 

Lord ELIS THOMAS 
SHANI RHYS JAMES 
ZAHAHADID 
MAUREEN KELLY OWEN 
ANDREW LOGAN 
DAVID NASH 
Professor IVOR RICHARDS 
Sr RICHARD ROGERS 
KYFFIN WILLIAMS RA 
Mid Whies Centre for the Arts 
Wddtpoal, Powys 

Sin In his article on Mis Bottomley 
and her views on the arts (15 
October), David Lister once again 
used that unattractive word 
“luwies”. However it is used, the 
word carries with it an implication 

of superficiality and 
condescension. 

It would berefreshing if we 
could drop it -what is wrong with 
“artists”? The work of an artist is 

processofcration and recreation 
requires a level of imagination and 
self-discipline that many other 
professions in public life would find 
impossible to emulaie- even if 
they make for more money! Let us 
be proud ofwbat anisty of all kinds 
do to enrich and stimulate onr 
iives. 

IAN HORSBRUGH 
Principal, Guildhall School 
of Music & Drama 
London EC2 


Mustard gas far 
from phosphates 


C-StUs 


Sir. I read the two letters 1 
Charles Secrett and Dr K Vata 
Ragnaisdottir (12 October) with 
astonished disbelief. 

Organophosphates are very 
dangerous chemicals but they are 
not related to mustard £as. So for 
as I know, mustard gas is made 
from ethylene and sulphur chloride 
-no phosphorus. Chlorfenvinphos 
and propelampbos are both 
organophosphates and contain 
phosphorus. 

While it is almost certain (hat 
people using or being exposed to 
any of those substances might be 
poisoned - both acutely and 
cumulatively (OPs are gradually 
metabolised and broken down in 
the body, but c h ronic tcoritity can 
occur) the two OPs are schedule HI 
poisons: “Rubber gloves, a coverall 
mid face-shield must be worn when 
handling concentrate.” 

Other objections to the letters 
are numerous, but 1 will rite only 
one. What evidence is there of BSE 
being caused by OPs? Scrapie was 
present in sheep 40 to 50 years 
before OPs w ere invented. 

A L WINFIELD 
Retired entomologist 
Ashford, Kent 

Climate gamble 

Sir. “UK wiD profit by global 
wanning” (report, 10 October)? 
Well , possibly for a period, until it 
gets ever hotter, but only if we 
ignore hardships elsewhere and if 


the climate trends assumed in the 
economic analysis turn out to be 
accurate. Unlike the real world, 
modelled climate scenarios tend to 
be rather simplistic, with slow and 
steady trends in temperature and 
related weather factors - and 
therein lies a risk. It is not unknown 
for natural systems to “flip” from 
one set of broadly stable conditions 
to another set, over a relatively 
short period of time. 

The scenarios leading to 
“feelgood” predictions such as 
those you report ignore the 
possibility of rapid changes. These 
would make life much more 
difficult for the UK and others than 
the headline suggests, but 
unfortunately we have only a wry 
limited understanding of t he 
probability or tuning of such events 
in relation to dimate change. 

Policy-makers thus appear to be 
being encouraged to gamble for 
ve 
ra 

approach that cbtilc 
the economy. 

TONY ROBSON 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

Runcie and gays 

Sir. In my review of Lord Runcie’s 
recent biography (28 September) I 
stated that Lord Rimrie had once 
referred to homosexuals as 
“emotional cripples”. Lord Runcie 
assures me that he has never used 
such an expression, which he 
believes hts gay friends would find 
“very offensive". 

MICHAEL DE-LA-NOY 
Hove. East Sussex 



Post letters to Lexters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

• (Fax: 0771-293 2D56; e-mail- Ietters@mdepertdenLco.uk) 

E-mail correspondents ere asked to&ve a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Investors prove 
Britain’s success 

Sin Alan Milburn's letter (16 
October) tries to talk down the 
British economy ’s recovery. This is 
flogging a very tired horse. 

Out in the real world, the British 
economy is racing ahead. Business 
investment is now second only to 
Japan m the G7 and accounts for a 
higher percentage of national 
income than it cud in 1979. 

Labour's obsession with league 
tables cannot hide the fact that all 
the current data points to the long- 
term economic fundamentals being 
right. 

Why else would the IMF have 
said this year that Britain's 
performance is “enviable”? 

lo suggest that Britain is losing 
out in international 
competitiveness is laughable. 
Overseas investors are voting with 
their chequebooks: Inward 
investment created over 50,000 
new jobs last year and amounted to 
over £25bn. These companies come 
here to succeed. 

MICHAEL JACK 

Financial Secretary to the Treasury 

London SWI 

Time out of joint 

Sin Why is it that British Summer 
Time ends on 27 October, eight 
weeks before the shortest day, but 
recommences fourteen weeks after 
21 December, on 30 March? By 
that time it is getting light at 
5.40am, when few of us are awake 
to enjoy iL We should gel our 
longer, brighter even mgs beginning 
eight weds after the shortest day. 
ie towards the end of February. 
DANIEL DENNIS 
London SWI 5 


The great rail 
inquiry disaster 

Sir Saturday. King's Cross | “Rail 
gets its lines’ crossed”. 16 
October). Attempt to get copy of 
London to Cambridge winter 
timetable, which began (wo weeks 
ago. None left: “They only sent us 
a few. You'll have to gel one from 
Cambridge.” 

Monday. Brighton: Manage lo 
get timetable for trains out of 
Brighton. For timetable, read 
•’timetables”. Instead of one, I now- 
have to have four. 

Monday. Cambridge: Discover 
why 1 have to walk 200 yards from 
station lo taxi rank. Taxi driver tells 
me Raillrack tried to triple British 
Rail's charges for picking up 
outside station. 

Tuesday, Cambridge. Phone 
local train inquiries - referred on 
lo national number. Phone 
national number, recorded voice 
tells me: “No information 
available to callers from London” 
(but I’m phoning from 
Cambridge!). Referred on to a 
London number: permanently 
engaged. In desperation, phone 
old Network South East 
information number: gel through 
after five-minute wait. 

Yes. Sir George Young, you have 
every right to your complacency. 
Privatisation is succeeding more 
triumphantly than anyone could 
have expected. By starving 
travellers of information and 
throwing multiple inconveniences 
in their paths. your fragmented and 
incompetently managed rail 
services will soon achieve the 
ultimate in privatisation - a mass 
retreat to the private car. 

JOHN FIELD 
Cambridge 

Sir Further to your article about 
the problems o’f telephoning 
railway timetable inquiries. I have 
just made a local phone call from 
my computer to CompuServe. 

In 45 seconds I had all the limes 
of trains from my local station to 
ihe next one down the line. In a 
further 10 seconds 1 had all the 
trains from Minsk to Brindisi (two 
randomly chosen places). It 
included all Ihe places where I had 
to change, how long I had lo wail 
and what facilities were available 
on the six different trains 1 would 
have to use. 

Why is it so efficient? The 
service is provided by Deutsche 
Bahn AG. Sadly, it doesn’t at 
present include prices, hut I have 
no doubt that this will soon come. 

ROY TIPPING 
Bedford 


Language Norm 

Sir Ilis an absurd daydream to 
hope that the world will accept 
English as the international 
language (letter. 15 October). 

Even within Europe there is 
occasional chaos. At one European 
Union meeting, a French speaker 
said that to find a solution l hex- 
needed u la sagesse normande'*. This 
was translated as: “We need 
Norman Wisdom." 

Esperanto is a proved, practical 
and simple solution. 

CONNOR WALSH 
London SW1S 

Sizzling wigs 

Sir: Now that The Independent 
boasts a tabloid section, can we 
expect an increased interest in the 
sexual preferences of public 
figures? Your headline “Senior 
judges turn on Major" (9 October) 
was a nasty shock. 

C BLACKER 
Sum Eastern, Somerset 
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interview - 



Clare Short and 
her son Toby talk 
exclusively to 
Suzanne Moore 
about the pain of 
separation and 
the pleasure of 
coming to know 
one another 



C lare Short says she 
has never fell hap- 
pier. She is glowing 
with pride as she 
introduces me to her 
son Toby and is delighted when 
1 sav I can see the resemblance. 
Tubs Graham is the son she had 
to have adopted when she was 
a 19-ycar-old student at Birm- 
ingham. Now he is a 31-year- 
old solicitor working in the city 
and married with two children 
himself. 

Clare had always dreamed 
that one day he would come 
back to her, and now that he 
has they sit arm in arm through- 
out the interview, anwenng 
each other's questions, finishing 
off each other's sentences, 
laughing and hugging, hugely 
happy just to be in each others 
company. 

“We've got the same hands, 
the same veins, the same 
insides. Look,” says Clare. Both 
she and Toby show me their 
wrists to see if I can see the sim- 
ilarity they can see. They are 
still excited by this. After all. as 
Toby explains, this is only their 


ninth meeting. They have only 
been reunited for four weeks. 

Before then, the last time 
Clare saw her son was when she 
handed over the six-week-old 
Toby to a private adoption 
agency. A few months after 
after her 18th birthday in 1964, 
and in her first year at univer- 
sity. she found herself pregnant 

Her first thought was “My 
parents". She adds: “1 come 
from a Catholic family, you 
know. 1 wrote to them’ rtiey 
were on hioliday in Ireland. I 
wrote them separate letters 
and Mum confiscated the one 
to Dad so he didn't ever read 
my letter. They were very dif- 
feml times. Now I’m very close 
to my mother. She lives with me 
in Birmingham and we talk 
about everything. But then... 
She couldn't talk about such 
things so there wasn't much 
talk. No one shouted at me but 
there it was, a fait accompli - we 
got married.” 

She married Toby's father in 
1964, before the baby was bom. 
They were together for seven 
vears. 


Was abortion ever an option? 
“It wasn't legal but upper-mid- 
dle-class people used to go to 
Harley Street," says Clare. “My 
family would never have agreed 
so I didn't really contemplate it. 
1 suppose I did, but 1 was under 
21 so I would have had to get 
permission, lwouldn'tconsider 
asking them." 

During the pregnancy Clare 
began to realise how hard it 
would be. “We were living in a 
cut-off place. 1 thought: Tm 
never going back to university, 
that it would be terrible all 
round, terrible for the baby, 
that there would be no money, 
that what I was doing was best 
for everybody. When they came 
to take him it was terrible. It's 
been terrible ever since.” 

Clare, with the support of her 
husband, had contacted a pri- 
vate adoption agency, who 
“leapt at the idea". Clare can 
remember little from this time. 
It is as if the memories are so 
painful they have been wiped 
away. 

She says later. “I didn't really 
know wh3t 1 was doing. I 
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thought it was all just rational 
and by the lime my emotions 
were there it was loo late. 
That's die terrible thing, not 
knowing emotionally what 1 
was doing. It started as soon as 
he wenL 1 bated it. so it’s aston- 
ishing that I didn't know that 
before. Nowadays they have 
all these counselling systems, 
and if that had been there for 
me it wouldn’t have happened”. 

Her son was adopted by a 
comfortably off Tory family. 
Toby went to boarding school 
and then on to read law at the 
University of East Anglia. He 
is a charming man who 
describes his childhood as 
“broadly happy". His adpotive 
mother died ten years ago 3nd 
his father, he says, has been 
“very relaxed, supportive and 
understanding" about bis 
search for his natural parents. 

As Toby says: “They are good 
people and have done me 
proud". “Obviously they have," 
adds Clare. “He's so nice". 

Toby has two sisters, also 
adopted. “One of them is at 
Brimingham University and a 
great admirer of Clare’s. She 
couldn’t believe it when 1 told 
her my little bit of news. She 
thought I was joking." 

Clare proudly distributes 
baby pictures of Tofcy as he tells 
me. “Officially I’ve been look- 
ing for my natural parents for 
about a year. But in my mind 1 
always wanted to know and I 
always intended to do this. T 
suppose what triggered it was 
when I had a child. 1 wanted to 
know what was in the genes”. 

Toby is married with two 
young children. I suggest this 
roust have come as a shock to 
his wife Annie. “Yes". Clare 


agrees, “it’s been stunning for 
her." Ibby explains that his 
wife always saw the possibility 
for pain and was prepared for 
thaL “Also, we’re a little unit of 
four people and now there’s all 
thesp others". Clare's family is 
enovfnous Tve got 60, or 70, 
first cousins," she laughs. 

Toby describes his schooldays 
as enjoyable. “Boarding school 
is a bit Victorian but it’s a good 
place to meet friends. It's OK 
once you are there but it's a 
shock at first" As a student be , 
was a' Tory. "Well my family' 
was", standing in a local elec- “ 
bon. Clare reads out his elec- 
tioneering blurb from the blue 
slicker “It says here you want 
to go into national politics.” “At 
the time I did. Nowadays 
though, Toby would not 
describe himself in these terms. 
Before he met Clare or knew 
who she was he had written to 
her describing himself as a one 
nation Toty who was now look- 
ing at Blair. 

Joking that he has had his 
horizons broadened consider- 
ably lately, Toby adds: “I’ve 
been dissatisfied for a long 
time. The idea of another 
Major government fills me with 
absolute dread and now I'm 
much more interested in poli- 
tics. I’ve started buying news- 
papers and reading them. I'm 
like lots of other people - there 
is just a feeling that we can’t go 
on like this." 

Never having been that inter- 
ested before, Toby vaguely 
remembers seeing Clare on 
Question Ti me. “But I would 
never have looked at the telly 
and said, ‘Gosh, that’s my 
Mum'. You just go around 
thinking she’s out there some- 


where and hoping that she's still 
alive." 

Indeed, even after their first 
meeting, Ibby stiD didn’t realise 
who Clare was, though she had 
tried to prepare him for it She 
had registered as soon as it . 
became possible, to say that she 
was available if ever her son 
wanted to find her. It was the 
son who made the first contact 
After this, she wrote back, 
imaging it would be the first of 
many lettert before they met “I 
wanted him to know me before t 
he knpwwhoT ^il wanted to 
protect him froffl tfre shock of 
it being me". She wrote what 
Ibby says is a “lovely letter”. “I 
tried to fiD him m on on family 
history. I said we bad lots of 
teachers, that we were into 
social reform, that we were a lit- 
tle left. I talked about his 
father’s family and how I 
regretted what I bad done. 
Then I explained that there was 
this one little problem - “Tve 
got this slightly high-profile job 
and we don’t want the Press 
crawling round. . He thought l 
was being melodramatic.” 

Toby couldn’t wait to meet, 
and arranged to visit Clare ar 
home. He left a message on her 
answering machine, not catch- 
ing the surname. “When she 
answered the door we just sort 
of stared at each other for five 
minutes," says Toby. “You 
brought your bike in," laughs 
Clare. “She looked familiar but 
I said, ’So what’s this high-pro- 
file job you’ve got then?' She 
said, ‘I'm an MP’." 

Was ft a tearful occasion? 
“Not really," says Toby, “but it 
was a really powerful emotion. 
Wc just talked and talked. We 
are very emotional. I did cry, 


but not with Clare. 1 haven’t 
cried bice that for years." Ibby 
has also been reunited with his 
natural father, who has remar- 
ried^ It has also beenjoyfuL He 
has all of Clare’s huge family to 
meet and she was going on to 
see her grandchildren for the 
first time. “She’s just going to 
see them sleeping in their beds. 
We Ye got to do it at the right 
pace for Annie, my wife." 

Clare told limy Blair as soon, 
as she - found out: “Hehasbeen 
great.. His father was, adopted. 
We talked about that and said' 
he was frappy for us. The fact 
that be didn’t meet his real 
grandfather because of the way 
it was then was a source of sad- 
ness for him. Then he said: 
‘Clare, you are a one’." 

"Was she frightened, of com- 

B in the open about this? 

. it’s very private. In 
life people would just 
get on with it But given the job 
1 do we can’t. We don't want 
people to think we’re biding. 
I would prefer not to talk to the 
media apart from saying ‘Here 
we are and it’s wonderful’. I just 
hope everyone is as happy for 
us as we are. I haven't kept quiet 
about iL It happened a long 
time ago and you don't go 
round talking about the most 
painful thing in your life." Toby 
adds: “1 don't think youVe 
lied.” “No,” says Care. “People 
asked me if I had children and 
I didn't have any children." 

I wondered how such a trau- 
matic experience had influ- 
enced Clare’s politics. “I think 
there is a sense in which it 
shaped me in that a lot of what 
I do in my politics and my 
advice bureau is to ay and stop 
people from getting hurt , or 1 


try to undo the hurt and that is 
probably stronger in me 
because of this". 

They are also confident that 
they will be able to talk about 
any feeling? of anger that some- 
times arise after the tag# \ 
moon period of being 
“We can do anything. Talk 
about anything," says Clare.- 

Ibby feels a complete person 
for the first time in his life. “1 
know who I am. where I came 
from, what my roots are and 
that bit of my personality that 
was a vacuum is now filled.” 

Clare says simply: “It wasn't 
a secret. Itwasalossandapain 
in me. I wasn’t hiding anything. 
The big thing at the.centre of 
my life was painful. Of course, 
now I feel fabulous. It’s not 
painful any more . Here he is." 

We start talking about the / 
Mike Leigh film Secrets and Lia> | 
which Toby says he really wants 
to see, and they start teasing r 
each other about their accents. \ 

“When I first met him I<jj 
thought bis accent. was a bit;; 
posh, but 1 don't notice it now.: 
When he came to lunch with my 
staff 1 asked, ‘What do you ” 
think?’ 1 know his aixent's a bit * | 
posh, but he can't help that" -; 
She burst out giggling. “Til have 
to have elocution lessora.*^ 
tone it down," laughs Toby-TV -,j 

We talk of bow" widespread ’.i 
adoption is and yet how it's still t 
not spoken about very much. I ~- 
ask Clare if she is afraid of . 
being attacked. “I don't care. I 
want everyone to know. I want ■. 
to show him off. It's just a 
happy story.” Her son agrees. 
“Its a wonderful story," he says 
as he squeezes his mother's i. 
hand. And so it & " - 

€> The Independent • 


Writers and BBC folk: clean and reuse ’em 



VMortnq * a founder MtMtat «l !!«■ Beep CoimH 


Miles 

Kington 

T rends in words are 
like trends in cooking. 
They come and go 
without anyone really 
understanding the principles 
behind them. Hands up 
those who really know what 
Balti cooking is. Nobody? 

As 1 though L Me neither. 
Hands up those who really 
know what “gnomic" or 
“palimpsest" means. 
Nobody? Thank you. 

There is the group of 
trendy imported words from 
French and German culture, 
of which ■‘Zeitgeist” is now 
a fading member but in 
whose number “genre" and 


“noir" and “auteur" and 
“tranche" are still going 
quite strong. 

There is the ghastly gang 
of words that derive from 
business babble, words such 
as “target" and “focus" and 
“profile". 1 talked on a train 
the other day to a young 
BBC man returning from a 
course in Milton Keynes. He 
said be was a strategic ana- 
lyst with the BBC I asked 
him what (hat meant. Well, 
be said, it meant that he 
helped to identify customer 
requirements in certain 
demographic areas which 


could bebuilt up into pro- 
gramming paradigms which 
would lean to new strategic 
strands ... 

You mean, I said, you 
find out what people want 
and give it to them good 
and hard? 

No, he said, shrinking 
back from these horrible 
plain words like Mary 
Whitehouse from a string of 
obscenities, it means that 1 
help to identify certain cus- 
tomer requirements ... 

He did not know how to 
rephrase what he had just 
said. I was not surprised to 
learn that the reason he 
had been to Milton Keynes 


was for a course to teach 
him how to understand 
BBC management talk. The 
BBC was trying to scrape 
away bis command of Eng- 
lish and replace it with 
Birtian business babble. To 
them, be was just a 
palimpsest 

1 would be surprised to 
learn that he knew what a 
palimpsest was. But then 
Gore Vidal was not sure 
either. He chose the word 
as the title for his recent 
book of early memoirs, yet 
was so unsure why he was 
choosing it that he confesses 
as follows in his preamble:- 

“ Palimpsest ... for years 
I’ve used this obscure word 
incorrectly. Worse. IYe ' 
always mispronounced it, 
not sounding the second ‘s’. 
I had thought that the word 
was applicable only to archi- 
tecture, like the wall of San 
Marco at Venice with its 
fragments of bas-reliefs, bits 
of porpltyiy, shards of 
ceramic, all set in piaster to 
form a palimpsest ... 

“L have just now looked 
up the earliest meaning of 
’palimpsest’. It is even more 
apt than i thought: ‘Paper, 
parchment, etc, prepared 
for writing on and wiping 


out again, like a slate’, and 
‘a parchment, etc, which has 
been written upon twice, the 
original writing having been 
rubbed out.’ Ibis is pretty 
much what my kind of 
writer does anyway. Starts 
with life; makes a text; then 
a RE- vision - literally, a 
second seeing, an after- 
thought, erasing some but 
not all of the original while 
writing something new over 
the first layer of text" 

A typical piece of Gore 
Vidal, that The charm with 
which he admits that he, the 
famously fussy Gore Vidal 
has been using a word 
wrong. The obstinacy with 
which be accurately des- 
cribes the wrong definition. 
The fastidiousness with 
which he brin^ in a ref- 
erence to San Marco (NOT 
Saint Mark’s), and words . . 
like ‘porphyry’ and ‘shard’. 
.And the wilful mis under- • 
standing of the right defini- 
tion to fit in witlrhis wants - 
in a palimpsest everything is 
wiped away before reuse, as 
be says, bat- a moment later 
he is saying that some of the 
original is left; wtneteis 
dearly quite untrue bat . - 

would not give pbtnf to fcis - 
title otherwise/ 


A palimpsest, then, is a 
tabula rasa, a tablet wiped 
clean for reuse. Well, I have 
spent half a century on this 
earth without needing that 
image, except in this piece, 
so I am amazed at the num- 
ber of people on radio who 
do seem to need to use it. 

- Actually, it's not a very 
large number. It may be f ' 
only one or two. But that's 
still more than I'd expect, - 
even if Vidal is the only one 
who has gone so far as to 
use it as a title for a mem- 
oir. 1 wonder if any of the 
other trendy, overused 
words knocking around in 
the top 100 would make a 
good title for a memoir ...? 

Epistemology, by Melvyn 
Bragg; Dystopia, by Martin 
Asms f Hubristic, by Jeffrey 
Aitter.Aioe Vera, by Anita 
Roddick; Atrabilious, by Tan 
Paisley; Focus, by Lord 
Lichfield; Narcctiepsis^ by 
Jilly Cooper; . ’ 3 
Deconstruction, by Gerry 

Any othersuggestipns fr om 
^ SOpd GlHss.wia» 

be ruthlessly used and - ^ 

■attributed. . 
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Does anyone 
know what 
Jimmy wants? 


I t isn't hard to see why the 
less robust Tories are just a 
little jittery about Sir James 
Goldsmith at the moment. This 
Saturday, an extraordinary and 
distinctly media-friendly event 
takes place in Brighton: the 
national conference of a brand 
new bespoke party led by a bil- 
lionaire with £2Qm to spend on 
the general election and a com- 
pelling ly single-minded ap- 
proach to politics. 

It's easy, of course, to dismiss 
the band of socialites, individ- 
ualist businessmen and 
eccentrics - glamorous and less 
glamorous - who wQ] gather 
tomorrow night in Brighton for 
the Referendum forty confer- 
ence. The British electorate 
doesn't like single-issue politics. 
His party is scarcely a blip in the 
opinion polls. Peter De Savary, 
Geoffrey Boycott, and John 


Aspinall aren't really credible ^ L<J " U - 
as the vanguard of a new polit- j_t_ _ 
ical movement. But let's leave 1x16 » 
the celeb spotting to 77ie Taller tj -■ 
for just a moment. The really rGTllc 

interesting question about this 
weeken d’s jamboree is whether answ 

it provides an answer to the 
most intriguing question : what rjpc 

does Jimmy want? VJCC 

Frightened politicians for a 1 

start. It would take a column far Oil «J 
longer than this to 1st the many ri i i 
extreme differences between VjQlQS 

Sir James Goldsmith and Lloyd 
George. But they have one fea- T)SA 

fore in common. The 1918 gen- * * 

eral election is commonly called 
“the coupon election", because 
the Liberal and Conservative coalition candi- 
dates had to be certified as satisfactory sup- 
porters of the wartime Prime Minister before 
being sure they would be unopposed. The 
diehard Asquithian Liberals either refused or 
were refused a coupon and only a minority were 
,[ .elected. The Liberals were smashed as a con- 
,p- ‘sequence, but that’s another matter. 

' » , £ Sir James is now operating his own version 
of a coupon election, and with even more zeal 
than the coalition leaders did in 1918. In an 
interview with BBC TV’s On the Record last 
Sunday. Sir James chillingly explained how 
every MP’s record was examined for whether 
he had voted for a referendum: “Whenever 
they have done so they geL a certain number 
of points; whenever they ve failed to vote, voted 
against or abstained they get no points." 

It is obvious therefore that the 78 MRs who 
voted for Bill Cash's Referendum Bill earlier 
in the vear. some of them directly because of 
fear of Sir James, have a good chance of high 
points. But what of Sir Michael Spicer, a lead- 
ing Maastricht rebel who voted in favour of a 
referendum on the treaty? Sir James was 
uncompromising: “Michael Spicer's history is 
one of m living with the wind ... 1 do not believe 
in what he says and his voLing record is not 
impeccable." Never mind that Sir James’s own 
views have evolved a bit since he proposed in 
the French edition of The Trap, “central pow- 
ers" for Brussels over “diplomacy and defence", 
the rigour with which Sir James is awarding his 
metaphorical coupons has something of the 
flavour of a mid-ceniurvTroiskviie secL 


Donald 

Macmtyre 

Political 
explanation 
runs into 
the sand. 
Perhaps the 
answer lies 
deep in 
Sir Janies 
Goldsmith’s 
psyche 


But being scary can’t be the 
whole answer. La theory Sir 
James just wants a Euro -refer- 
endum. But a referendum on 
what exactly? The exact details, 
it seems, would be worked out 
by a Speaker's Conference. But 
to make Sir James pack up his 
tent, h would have to pose four 
options: 1) staying in the EU as 
it is; 2) returning to a pre-Maas- 
tricht EU; 3) being m an EU 
which was just an Efta-style 
.j free-trade area; or 4) getting out 

lid of the EU altogether. Two and 

. Three look startlingly simfiar to 

MfrO Four, since it's surely impossible 

to imagine the rest of the EU 
opting for either just because the 
. , British electorate was in favour 

jffl j of them. And yet, as I under- 
. stand ft. Sir James would not be 

lofinri satisfied with a simple referen- 
dum on whether Britain should 
T Tltil be in or out of the EU. 

The campaign line, of course, 
j is that Sir James's own political 

allLL agenda has nothing to do with 

,i the Referendum Parly. Yes, he’s 

)S tlie anti-EU (now) but withdrawal is 

not a party objective. Nor is the 
J* jjpg one goal which can be ascribed 
to Sir James that distinguishes 
» him from every leading British 

' politician, including notably 

imoc Lady Thatcher: Sir James 

HI loo opposes global free trade. He’s 

«i ii long been a champion of Euro- 

nittlS pean protectionism against the 

, US and the Far East Now it is 

possible that Sir James might 
attract some militant young 
Tories anxious to revisit the 
anti-American protectionist ten- 
dencies of previous generations oa the right. But 
it's almost impossible to understand how his 
long-held enthusiasm for European tariff bar- 
riers squares iwith his desire to dismantle the EU 
as we know it. Indeed the “what does he want" 
question is now so confusing that it's almost eas- 
ier to fell back on the psychological explanation 
offered by his biographer Geoffrey WanselL 
According to WanseU, Goldsmith’s greatest 
regret was that his “unconventional personal 
life" had prevented him entering politics. A 
regret all the keener because his MP father, 
Frank, lost his seat in the wave of anti-German 
feeling at the end of the First World Wir. 

This week his party is claiming a fresh 
momentum. Ten thousand are said to have reg- 
istered as “active supporters” after the media 
blitz of the past few days. Yesterday Sir James 
challenged Jacques San ter to a TV debate after 
the European Commission complained about 
the content of his newspaper advertisements. A 
spokesman for Sir James denied persistent 
reports from Vienna that be is planning to form 
a grouping in the European Parliament with 
Jorg Haider. But even supposing such momen- 
tum could be sustained, I doubt if the Refer- 
endum Party will have remotely as much impact 
in the ballot bat as it will have on TV screens. 

Last week Sir James publicly “vomited" over 
tbc present generation of professional politi- 
cians, their evasions and their prevarications. 
But for all their low opinions of the messy 
accommodations of party politics the electors 
are more grimly realistic about the alternatives 
than he is. 


M ark Howarth 
was. 23 and 
wanted to make 
something of his 
life. He had 
been on the dole, worked in 
a pie factory and behind a bar. 
A week, of work experience at 
Radio Stoke came to nothing, 
but he was luckier at Ray- 
mond's press agency in Derby. 
“Not a word was said, but 
it graduated from work ex- 
perience to voluntary work," 
he says. 

That lasted for three 
months. His mum and dad had 
to help him out, and finally, just 
when he was getting desperate 
for money, Raymond’s offered 
him a job- the kind that comes 
with a monthly pay cheque. “It 
was a fantastic feeling. It really 
was all worth it,” he says. That 
was more than a year ago. 

Some people might consider 
this a modern-day version of 
slave labour. Mark and his 
employer disagree. “I’ve 
worked jobs for £75 a week that 
I considered slave labour. This 
was not slave labour. It was 
something I had to do to make 
my mark and get on the lad- 
der," he says. 

In Nineties Britain, it is 
strange but true that one of the 
best ways to get a job is to work 
for nothing. “I just think it is 
amazing bow many people are 
working for nothing," says one 
twentysomething who did not 
want his name used for fear of 
losing his non-job. “Sometimes 
I get outraged by it, and then 
suddenly I remember that I am 
working for nothing, too." 

It’s the kind of memory trick 
experienced by hundreds, if 
not thousands, of Britons. It 
used to be that nobody 
discussed salaries out of dis- 
cretion; now it may be that they 
simply don’t have one to be dis- 
creet about. These “job” 
arrangements are often casual, 
secretive, ad hoc. After all, 
this is essentially a feudal 
relationship, and serfs are not 
best known for speaking out. 

The Government knows 
nothing about it. It cannot 
marshal one fact about unpaid 
workers or work experience. 
There is no category for them 
in the labour force survey, so 
officially they do not exist. 
The Department for Educa- 
tion and Employment suggests 
the national foundation for 
Educational Research, but a 
query on figures only brings a 
laugh. 

Without figures, the experts 
are lost. "The basic problem 
with this area is precisely its 
informality," says Michael 
White of the Policy Studies 
Institute. “There are no statis- 


by Ann Treneman 



In Britain today it is strange but true that one 
of the best ways to get a job is to work for no 
pay. But where does exploitation begin? 


tics on it. One is very much 
stuck with anecdotes." 

Sue Dirmikis's anecdotes 
are superior to most She beads 
the University of London’s 
King’s College careers office, 
and does not hesitate when 
asked if unpaid work experi- 
ence can last for months. “Def- 
initely, that’s normal That’s my 
experience. I do caution 
people, however, to be sure 
that the work they are doing is 
being appreciated." 

Britain has a blade market 
and a grey market, but this is an 
invisible market. No one knows 
when volunteering ends and 
work begins. When does 


exploitation start? . Some 
employers hint at payment but 
never cough up. lb what 
lengths will the young and 
hopeful go? As Bert Gough of 
the TUC notes, “Everybody 
wants to be Jeremy Paxman 
these days.” But Paxman 's Rule 
must be that there can only be 
one. 

Ian Christie, of die Henley 
Centre for Forecasting, sees 
unpaid work as a trend espe- 
cially prevalent in the arts, the 
environment and the media. In 
all of these areas, demand for 
jobs far outstrips supply. “The 
more the labour market tight- 
ens, the more you see a bidding 


up on qualifications." he says. 
“People wanting to get into 
these areas are going to find 
that having the right qualifica- 
tions is not enough. There will 
be a bidding up on experience, 
too. Some will find that they 
have to do a long, unpaid 
apprenticeship." 

But who is getting hurt here? 
Mark Howarth and his 
employer have emerged as win- 
ners. And if a “volunteer 
worker” feels exploited, it 
should not be that hard to 
leave. Perhaps the only losers 
are those who miss their career 
break because they cannot 
afford to work for free. They're 


back at the pie factory, dreams 
dashed. 

There is a more pernicious 
trend, though. We are living 
though a great blurring of the 
-lines between work and pay. As 

- apprenticeships have died, 
training schemes have blos- 
somed Now they are booming, 

- and in their wake trails the likes 
ofWbrfcfare. It has not escaped 
people's notice that one of the 

■ employers in Kent to take on 
the pilot project is a Napoleonic 
fort whose foundations were 
built on slave labour. 

Work experience is not slave 
labour, but it is still work for no 
pay, and inevitably this is the 
kind of trend that confuses 
some employers into thinking 
that it is normal for someiobs 
to be done for free. The Free- 
bie Factor is no trilling matter: 
it is easy to believe that it is 
' your right to have that holiday, 
that bottle of whisky, that keen 
young thing to do the photo- 
copying. “I think it certainly is 
the case increasingly that if 
* employers can get people to 
work for very tilde or nothing, 
they will employ them," says 
Bharti Patel, deputy director of 
the Low Pay Unit. 

This could be a factor behind 
the fall in hourly wages. “The 
lowest-paid male manual work- 
ers now earn less, relative to 
the average, than in 1886 when 
figures were first collected,” 
says Ms Patel. Downshifting 
can be self-defeating. In 
Oregon, in the western United 
States, it is illegal to pump your 
own petrol. The reason for 
this law is to protect the kind 
of minimum-wage service jobs 
that every economy needs. It is 
far better to be pumping petrol 
than unemployed. 

That sort of thinking does 
not fit in Britain’s enterprise 
economy, where people work 
longer hours than anywhere 
else in Europe. A new book. 
The Blair Revelation, by Michael 
Barrett Brown and Ken Coates, 
notes that some two million 
more people could have been 
employed if eveiyone worked a 
40-hour week and not 44 or 48 
hours. As the Low Pay Unit 
director Chris Pond has said: 
“We're about to enter the next 
century, but many people are 
stranded in the Iasi." 

A hundred years ago, it was 
normal for parents to pay 
employers for an apprentice- 
ship for their child. As more 
young hopefuls find ad hoc 
apprenticeships, parents are 
once again digging deep into 
their pockets. After all, if their 
sons and daughter; want a job, 
they should be prepared to 
work for it. TTiat is the 
Victorian way. 


W hen the invitation 
arrived to dine at 
Sudelcy Castle, I 
thought. Well of course. I am 
very much a castle kinda guy 
ihese days. I've reached that 
stage of maturity, that pitch of 
distinction, that plane of 
sophistication which should, 
by rights, ensure invitations to 
stately homes and bartle- 
mented fortresses come flock- 
ing like Hitchcock sparrows 
through my letter box every 
weekend. If I possessed a 
valet. 1 would have instructed 
him to lay out my smoking 
jacket and monogramraed 
shirt i if 1 possessed either) 
and pack the old soup-and- 
fish into the Louis Vuitton 
matching bags (if I possessed 
nnei before motoring to 
Gloucestershire in the Mor- 
^ | , gan with the leather belt over 
*■ be bonnet (guess). Being, 

, ^however, grinding!}' poor and 

C humble, f tilled an overnight 

bag with toothbrushes, non- 
matching socks and the 
Booker shortlist, hauled on 
my fuke-Armani two-piece, 
and headed for Paddington. 

En route to Cheltenham 
(our hostess was sponsoring 
one of the events at the Liter- 
ary Festival), I fell into a 
pleasing reverie: the courtyard 
ablaze with lights from mul- 
lioned windows, the noise of a 


brace of Irish wolfhounds dis- 
membering some unfortunate 
villein in the outhouses, flam- 
ing torches on the castle's 
ancient frontage, ancient oaks 
past which one's limo grandly 
sweeps, a gruff word of wel- 
come from Borage, the 
gnarled but loyal butler, and 
one's lovely hostess framed in 
the doorway: “John, how 
lovely. I've pul you in the 
Japanese Room..." 

Baffling! y, no limo greeted 
one at the station so, encum- 
bered by briefcase and 
overnight bag. 1 hailed a cab. 
As we speeded the 10 miles 
that lay between me and an 
evening of tinkling laughter 
and chaps offering you snuff, I 
realised I was starving. And it 
was S.30pm and 1 was gasping 
for a drink. Ah well (I 
promised my reflection), 15 
minutes from now, you'll be 
drowning in Kir Royal es and 
haloed in Passing Clouds. 

We stopped at an uncom- 
promising gate, chained and 
padlocked and bearing a mes- 
sage that people with deliver- 
ies should consider delivering 
them somewhere else (Stroud, 
say). The driver opined that I 
would have to walk. Certainly 
not, I said, kindly drop me off 
in front of the castle, beside 
the mullioned windows etc. 

No chance matey, he retorted. 





Sudelcy Castle: lovely by day. demonic, by night 


john 

walsh 



It came to me: I was in a comic novel. 
Not Tom Sharpe, more Wodehouse 


it's here or nothing. So, brief- 
case and overnight bag in 
hands, I set off on the mile or 
so to the castle, whose lights 
you could see as a spectral 
gleam through the trees. 

It was hellish dark, illumi- 
nated by fitful moonlight that 
turned the trees into silhou- 
ettes of huge animals throt- 
tling smaller ones. I thought 
of Dana Andrews being pur- 
sued by a fiend on a forest in 
Night of the Demon. My foot- 
steps rang with diminishing 
confidence as I got near 
another gate, a much larger 
one like at the entrance to 
Gtizen Kane's Xanadu. It was 
festooned with barbed wire. It 
didn't actually say "Tres- 
passers will be shot", but the 
message was dear. I took an 
acyacenl pathway that, instead 
of leading towards the castle, 
kept steering you away from 
iL And every time you 
thought to climb the fence, it 
became all businesslike, with 
saw-tooth wire and spikes. 

The pathway disimproved 
into a muddy track. The moon 
disappeared, as did my 
chances of a Kir Royale. I 
dim bed one fence, then a stile 
in a patch of nettles. I tried 
whistling “I Got No Strings To 
Tie Me Down" to keep my 
spirits up, but no sound came 
(thirst, you see). My spotless! 


brogues had started to resem- 
ble taumedos en croute. Finally 
a huge fence loomed, beyond 
whkh lay a car park - arid, in 
trying to manoeuvre both bogs 
over the fence while raising 
one leg, 1 snagged the foke 
Armani trousers on razor-wire. 
It was at that moment, as I 
hung suspended by a single 

thread, lost, be muddied, 

knackered, luggage-burdened, 
starving, kir-depnved and 
keeping an eye out for a mas- 
tiff or a sign saying "Beware 
Ferocious Bull", that it came 
to me: I was living in a comic 
noveL Not Tbm Sharpe, more 
like Wodehouse. I*d become 
one of those foolish young 
men from town arriving to 
pitch some woo at Lord 
Emsworth’s pretty nieces. 

An hour later - de-mud- 
died, slaked and fed - 1 turned 
to the lady on my right, “I had- 
n't heard of Sudeky Castle," I 
said. “Is it Norman?" “I’ve no 
idea," she said, “but Fm sure 
you know it was the original of 
Blandings. don’t you?" 


01 


verheard the other day 
by a friend in Hatch ards 


to the gentry): female assistant 
at cash register says pleasantly 
to chatty account customer, 
“Oh yes, we get all sorts in 
here. Why last Friday, in the 


space of one hour, we bad the 
Duchess of Kent buying gar- 
dening books... and General 
Pinochet buying books on Mil- 
itary History and Diplomacy". 
And taking tea and fondant 
fancies together in Fbrtnmns 
afterwards. Til be bound. 

(Now that would be a story...) 



The Duchess of Hatchards 

R emember the little 
American boy who was 
accused of sexual har- 
rassment for kissing a little 
giii in his class? Well in Con- 
necticut, they're now trying 
to arraign a dog for unman- 
nerly conduct. What's more 
(oh joy, oh bliss), the owner 
of the accused is a judge. 

According to my copy of 
Dogs Today {l get it for the 
marrowbone recipes), a 
Superior Court Judge named 
HowardMoraghan habitually 
brings his golden retriever * 
Kodak to the court. While 
hanging around the clerks' 
office, Kodak, who Is pos- 
sessed of a lively and rather, 
um, direct personality, habit* 
ually goes up to women wear- 
ing skirts and nuzzles them. 
But rather than greet the 
dog's overtures with the tra- 
ditional strangled laugh and a 
bit of squirming, one of 
Kodak's victims is suing him, 
via his owner, for “aggressive 


nuzzling". On at least three 
occasions, a Ms Barbara 
Monsky complains, “the dog 
has stuck its nose under the 
plaintiff's skirt and pointed 
its snout upwards towards 
her crotch". The poor plain- 
tiff is claiming “emotional 
distress" and that she is being 
discriminated against because 
of her gender - Kodak, it 
seems, has no interest in 
male crotches (and who can 
blame him?). She says the 
judge only smirks at her dis- 
tress - and he says the threat- 
ened action is “preposter- 
ous". I tend to agree. You 
simply cannot go around 
accusing dumb and friendly 
animals of being hostile cun- 

nillnguaphjliacs just because 
their noses are at the same 
level as somebody's gusseL 
Seeking to help the 
defence’s case, the editor of 
Dogs Today , Beverley Cuddy, 
called in the advice of Dr 
Roger Mugford, an animal 
behaviour specialist, who 
said; “Dogs greet each other 
that way. It’s a rich source of 
information. Their superior 
noses can tell age, sex, health 
- even what has most 
recently been eaten...” 
Excuse me a moment. Feel a 
bit queasy. 



Retriever on the rack 


Julian 

ARNES 

T O M 

Stoppard 

Nick 

Hornby 

J U N G 

HAN 


Juliet 

Stevenson 

all reading and signing on he ha! I' of 
the Medicai Foundation lor (he 
Care of Victims of Torture 

on Friday 1 8th October at 6.30pm 
ai the RSA. 8 John Adam Street 

lo reserve your ticker call YVaterstomA 
on 0181 900 TV2T or 01*1 54A Of, of) 

AM tickets are £15 and include wine 
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bogus profits 6 months before disclosure 


Nigel Cope 

Wickes’ senior management 
were aware of accounting irreg- 
ularities at the group's DlV 
business at least sot months be- 
fore they made the problems 
public, it emerged yesterday. 
The admission is contained in a 
letter sent to Wickes sharehold- 
ers yesterday by the new chair- 
man. Michael von Brentano. 
The letter attempts to detail 
how the accounting difficulties 
arose and who was responsible. 

It states: ‘"Instances came to 
light in 1995 in Wickes' busi- 
nesses in the UK and on the 
Continent of rebates and con- 
tributions being booked as prof- 
it in the group's accounts earlier 
than was justified. The hoard be- 
lieves that senior management 
and the auditors [Arthur An- 
dersen] should have reacted 
more effectively to these warn- 
ing signals.** 

Wickes did not make a pub- 
lic disclosure about the prob- 
lems until June this year, when 
it admitted that its profits might 
have been over-stated due to the 
incorrect accounting of supplier 
rebates and contributions. 
Henry Sweetbaum resigned as 
chairman the following day. 

The company has not re- 
vealed what these “ instan ces" 
were. However, it admits that 
they included the poorly per- 
forming Hunter Timber busi- 
ness, which was sold in 
September 1995. The company 
says it became aware of “in- 
consistencies'' in the accounting 
methods during that year. 

The company declined to elab- 
orate further, and denied sug- 


gestions that Hunter’s suppliers 
demanded the return of their re- 
bates andcantributkms when the 
business was sold in 1995. 

Management’s failure to ths- 
dose the problems earlier is just 
one of a series of criticisms in- 
cluded in the damning report, 
which was delayed for more than 
two weeks due to legal difficulties. 

The report confirms a sys- 
tematic attempt to conceal the 
accounting scam that centred on 
; the buying department. It con- 
cluded that there was “serious 
mismanagement'', “deliberate 
misrepresentation” and “un- 
commercial arrangements." It 
said profits were over-stated by 
£51m between 1992-96 at Wickes 
Bunding Supplies, the group's 
main DIY retailing subsidiary. 

Some of the activities, such as 
the misleading of the auditors, 
are contrary to criminal law. 
However, the Serious Fraud Of- 
fice says it is not yet investigat- 
ing the Wickes affair. The DTI 
also says that it has not moved 
to ban any of the Wickes man- 
agement from acting as a di- 
rector. Wickes is reserving the 
right to take action against its 
auditors, Arthur Andersen. 

The six page document says 
immediate responsibility for the 
problems lay with former chair- 
man, Henry Sweetbaum, who 
had “ultimate responsibility for 
the group's policies on rebates 
and contributions. "It contin- 
ues: “He must therefore accept 
responsibility for what occurred 
in the buying department, which 
be has done, and for. the failure 
of the group's senior manage- 
ment to implement controls to 
prevent it from occurring.” 





Mr Sweetbaum, who denies 
any knowledge of the irregular- 
ities, is to pay back £720,000 net 
of tax. This represent two thirds 
of the payments he received un- 
der the group’s long-term in- 
centive plan. He. is waiving any 
right to fixture payments under 
the scheme, which could hare 
amounted to £885,000. He is also 
waiving any claim for compen- 
sation for lc« of office. The com- 
pany has agreed to take no 


action ngamsf him re tains hk 

pension which has a capital val- 
ue of £2An. 

Trefor Llewellyn, the former 
finance director, now at 
Caradon, who also denied 
knowledge of the problems, wQl 
repay £485,000 of his long-term 
bonus payments. The company 
has agreed to make no claim 
against him- Mr Llewellyn was 
succeeded as finance director by 
Stuart Stradling in August 1995. 


Michael Corner has stepped 
down as group administration 
director and resigned from the 
board. He is not repaying any 
of the £600,000 he received in 
annual bonus and long-term in- 
centive plan payments last year. 
He will be retained as a con- 
sultant and qo claim .will be 
made against him. 

Les Rosenthal and UK com- 
mercial director Chris Miles, 
who resigned from the group 


earlier this year, will not receive 
any payment for loss: of office. 
The company is reserving the 
right to take further action 
against than. Disciplinary pro- 
ceedings involving further 
middle ranking executives and 
more junior employees will be 
implemented in due course. 

The report states that profits 
at Wickes Building Suppliers 
were over-stated by £16m in 
1995, £14m in 1994 and £Um in 


foe yearn be£^ that This re- 
lated to tim incorrect bocking of 
supplier rebates which were of- 
ten linked to “unrealistic volume 
targets”. The report says some 
supplier arrangements were un- 
commercial and were “solely de- 
signed to generate rebates and 
contributions in one year at the 
expense of later years.” 

Group shareholder funds will 
be reduced by £2m due to sim- 
ilar rebate issues in continental 


Europe. A further £10m provi- 
sion will be made to cover the 
group's exposure to . property 
leases relating to Builders Mate 
and Hunter Timber. Almost 
100 sites stHl remain unsold. 

The report further reveals 
that Wickes operated at a loss 
in the first nine months of this 
year, primarily as a result of cor- 
rectly accounting for supply 
contributions. 

Comment, page 23 


Sacked BET head wins 
£3m in compensation 


Morgan reassures clients as heads roll * 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor ." 

John Garb, the chief executive 
sacked from BET after a 
takeover by Rentoldi Initial yes- 
terday won £3m in compensa- 
tion. in a decision that could 
dramatically increase the size of 
future executive payoffs. 

Although Mr Clark received 
only half the £6m be asked for, 
because he failed to win an ad- 
ditional £3m claim for lost 
share options, the court 
awarded him the full benefit of 
his three-year rolling contracL 

Normally executives receive 
much less than the full amount 
of their contracts, because the 
payoffs arc negotiated down- 
ward when they depart. 

The award stunned Reniokil 
Initial which called it an “enor- 
mous sum" and announced it 
would appeal. It is four times 
the £750,000 Rentokil Initial 
paid into court before the case, 
and three times the £1 m that Mr 


Gark said he offered to settle 
for, shortly after he was dis- 
missed in April. • •_ 

However, a Remold] Initial 
spokesman said the company 
was astonished by the claim that 
Mr Gark had offered to settle 
for £lm. “Our final offer was 
£950,000 and we never received 
an offer to settle for £lm.” 

Mr Gark, 55, said he bad 
offered to have the matter re- 
ferred lo independent arbitra- 
tion so that it could be dealt with 
quickly and privately to save 
£600.000 le^l costs, which Ren- 
tokii's shareholders wQl now 
have to pay. 

He added that he was now ea- 
ger to continue his search for a 
“new challenge” as chief exec- 
utive in a big organisation. 

During the hearing, there 
were claims from Rentokil Ini- 
tial’s side that Mr Garke had 
spent the summer playing golf 
and had not seriously looked for 
a job, and counter claims that 
it was unlikeh* that somebodv 


his age could find another post 
as chief executive. 

■ Mr Justice Timothy Walker 
rejected suggestions by BET 
that Mr Gark bad not taken 
proper steps to mitigate his fi- 
nancial loss by seeking alter- 
native employment 
The judge accepted evidence 
from a consultant who said he 
could recall only two instances 
when clients had accepted ap- 
plicants over the age of 55. 

The award was for loss of 
£490,000 salary.- including in- 
creases - during the three-year 
notice period to which he was 
entitled under his rolling con- 
tract plus damages for loss of 
pension rights, bonus payments 
of 50 per cent of salary, an ex- 
ecutive car and chauffeur, 
health insurance and the value 
of holiday entitlement 
Mr Clark was be3d-h un ted by 
BET in 1991. Hemuch im- 
proved the group's fortunes 
and there was no suggestion he 
was sacked for failure. 


JO Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Deutsche Morgan Grenfell yes- 
terday launched a telephone 
onslaught on its key clients to 
•reassure them about its fund 
management subsidiary’s pros- 
pects, as it confirmed that four 
top directors and a compliance 
officer had been fired. 


The most senior departure 
was Keith Percy, chief executive 
of Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement, who has been re- 

E laced by Robert Smith, who 
eaded Morgan Grenfell’s in- 
vestigation into the £180ra fund 
management scandaL 
. However, Morgan’s attempt 
to reassure its clients was met 
with reservations by the Mer- 


chant Navy Officers' Pension 
Fund, which is to review its con- 
tract with the company. Geoff 
Henry, chief executive of the ' 
fund, which has over £200m at 
Morgan, said: This is something 
for the trustees to consider. Kei- 
th has built up a strong team.” 

He added “ It's obviously a 
concern that the person who was 
the architect of Morgan Gren- 


fell's revival has left” His in- 
vestment committee meets in : 
December and will not discuss , 
Morgan Grenfefl before then. 

Mr Smith, a ■ 52-year-old . 
Glaswegian, said: “Obviously 
with change like this some peo- 
ple may reconsider. We've spo- 
ken to big institutional funds 
and we seem to be getting sup- 
portive comments back.” 


Graham Kane, managing di- 
rector of Morgan Grenfell Unit 
ThistManageis, Michael Wheat- 
‘ ley, compliance director at Mor- 
gan Grenfell Asset Management 
and Qyn Owen, chief investment 
officer for the international di- 
vision of Morgan Grenfell Asset 
Management, were also shown 
the door yesterday. 

Comment, page 23 


Guardian revives plans for listing 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

Guardian Media Group, own- 
ers of the Guardian and Ob- 
server newspapers, is believed to 
have revived plans to seek a 
stock market listing for some of 
its key assets, in part to raise 
equity funds to offset growing 
losses at its ailing Sunday title. 

The plan would see the com- 
pany's Aiuo Trader title, its 
independent television pro- 
duction companies and other 
non-core assets pooled into a 


single company, possibly Broad- 
casting Communications, one of 
its subsidiaries. 

The Guardian Media Group, 
controlled by the Scott Tiust, 
would seO shares in the enlarged 
subsidiary, although it is be- 
lieved GMG would continue to 
hold a majority stake. The eq- 
uity funds raised would be used 
in part to help finance the de- 
velop of the two national titles. 

The plan is similar to one con- 
templated in 1989, which was re- 
jected by the Scott Trust. It is 
believed that the current plan 


could have the backing of sev- 
eral GMG directors. Directors 
contacted yesterday did not re- 
turn phone calls. Harry Roche, 
the executive chairman of the 
group, could not be reached. 

It is believed the plan may 
have been developed with the 
help of Hambros Bank. The 
bank had no comment 

The Observer has been a sig- 
nificant drain on the group, and 
several efforts have been made 
to turn it around. Most recent- 
ly, the title was relaunched with 
a new editor, WO] Hutton. 


Kirkham family to 
sell stake in DFS 
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Inflation danger as public borrowing hits £3.4bn 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Signs of inflationary pressures 
building up in the jobs market 
alarmed the City yesterday, as 
did figures showing that gov- 
ernment borrowing was sur- 
prisingly high last month. 

The headline unemployment 
rate in September fell to 7.4 per 
cent, its lowest for more than 
five years while the gap be- 
tween public spending'and tax 
revenues was, at £3.4bn, above 
£lbn more than expected. 

Labour called for an inde- 
pendent audit of the public fi- 
nances ahead of next month’s 
Budget. “The British people 
have a right to know the real 
stare of the nation’s books.” said 


Alan Mfiburn, the Treasury 
spokesman. 

“These terrible figures show 
that the Government is con- 
tinuing to run up debt at the rate 
of over £1,000 per second.” 
said Malcolm Bruce, spokesman 
for. the Liberal Democrats. 

Bui the Chancellor is still ex- 
pected to approve plans-for tax 
cuts worth £2bn to £4bn at the 
Treasury's pre-Budget meeting 
tomorrow. Analysts think he will 
also leave the cost of borrow- 
ing unchanged after the next 
monetary meeting, due on 30 
October! 

The unemployment claimant 
count fell by 35,600 to 2.073.1U0 
last month, the biggest month- 
ly drop since December 1994 
when the economy was growing 


REAL EARNINGS GROWTH 
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well above treed. The number 
of vacancies at Jobcentres in- 
creased by 16,600. 

Employment rose by 35,000 
in the April-Juue quarter, the 
latest economy-wide figure 


based on a survey of employers. 
The Labour Force Survey, a sur- 
vey of employees, showed an in- 
crease of 70,000 in employment 
in June-August, of which 15,000 
were full-time jobs. 


Most worrying for the finan- 
cial markets, the underlying 
growth of average earnings was 
estimated at 4 per cent in Au- 
gust, with July’s figure revised 
up to the same level/ Earnings 
have now been on an upward 
trend for more than a year. 

“This will no doubt fuel con- 
cern that conditions in the 
labour market are tightening,” 
said Alex Garrard, an economist 
at UBS. 

Separate figures showed that 
the Public Sector Borrowing Re- 
quirement was an unexpected- 
ly large £3.4bn last month. 
Excluding privatisation receipts, 
which amounted to just under 
£lbn in September, the PSBR 
is scarcely any lower than at the 
same stage last financial year. 


Although the gilts market 
fell in reaction to the figures, an- 
alysts agreed the gap between 
revenues and spending would be 
close to target “The public fi- 
nances are still on an improv- 
ing trend,” said Simon Briscoe 
at investment batik Nikko. 

Thx revenues have g ro w n in 
line with the Treasury forecast 
so for this year, but spending is 
running ahead of plans. Last 
month this was due partly to a 
£1 Jtm one-off payment to dear 
some index-linked government 
debt. The Treasury said yester- 
day the PSBR was on line to 
meet the £27bn target this year. 

The FTSE 100 index fell 
nearly 29 points to 4,022 yes- 
terday. Sterling edged down to 
DM'M'VW 


Nigel Cope 

Sir Graham KiHrham, the York- 
shire entrepreneur who runs 
DFS Furniture, yesterday an- 
nounced that his two children 
are to sell the bulk of their 22 
per cent stake in the company, 
raising up to 020m. 

The sale comes a year after 
Sir Graham sold 74 million 
shares worth £60m- Three years 
ago the ebullient Yorkshire- 
man and his immediate family 
raised £130m when DFS was 
floated on the stock market 

Sir Graham said his two chil- 
dren, Michael and Julie were 
selling the shares to spread 
their portfolio of investments. 
“My children's shareholding in 
DFS represents the vast ma- 
jority of their, personal assets. 
Given they have no invotvemeoi 
at all m the r unning of the com- 
pany and are married with chil- 
dren of their own. they consider 
a broader investment portfolio 
more approp ria te to their indi- 
vidual needs and circum- 
stances.” ‘ • . 

Sir Graham said his children 
would retain “a meaningful 
stake” in the company. He 


added that he had no plans to 
sell his remaining S per cent 
holding. 

Sir Graham gave the shar^c. 
to his two children in the e»te£ 
1980s. Michael Kirkham. 29r 
works for an overseas charity. 
Julie Cross, 30, recently gave 
' birth to a second child. 

Sir Graham said be was not 
disappointed with the decision. 
“I would say there is no better 

S ince for their money than in 
■FS. But they are both adults. 
If they feel it is right for them 
1 would want to support them. 
I'm not disappointed at all ” 

He said no decision had been 
made on how the fends might 
be invested. He hinted that 
some might be invested in art, 
which would appeal to Sir Gra- 
ham, who splashed out on a 
Gainsborough paining ahead of 
the company's flotation . He 
said the family had no invest- 
ments in property “which some 
might see as a gap”. 

The planned share sale was 
made alongside an impressive 
set of figures for last year which 
showed DFS profits increased 
by 19 per cent to £31 m. 
Investment Column, page 24 
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Nothing can touch Mr Smug and Mr Smooth 





‘Others with equally 
little idea of the 
thievery going on 
beneath their noses, 
and yet responsibility 
for those directly to 
blame, have 
meanwhile been 
thrown to the wolves' 


T di™ Mr Smug and Mr Smooth. 

^Oxi second thoughts, why beat about the 
bush? We are talking here about John 
Mmsct, chief executive of Robert Fleming, 
Michael Dobson, chief executive of 
Deutsche Morgen GrenfelL Both lord it over 
organisations which have recently been 
fc d.ec with scandalous financial crookeiy, rat 
tra dj°g in Hong Kong for Robert Fleming, 
and fraudulent misuse of other people's mon- 
ey in the case of Morgan GrenfelL 

Both have been grovelling in theirapolo- 
ffc 5 and contrite in the extreme over what 
occurred. And yet both of- them are still 
there. Others with equally little idea of the 
thievery going on beneath their noses, and 
yet line responsibility for those directly to 
blame, have meanwhile been thrown to the 
wolves. Five of them went yesterday at Mor- 
gan Grenfell Asset Management, including 
the likeable Keith Percy, its chief executive. 
Three have already gone at Robert Fleming. 

They may or may not have deserved then- 
fete. But what of Mr Smug and Mr Smooth? 
What are they still doing there? And why is 
th ere s till no evidence of root and branch 
reform in the organisations they manage? 
The simple answer to these questions is that 
neither of them heads up publicly quoted 
companies. If they had, they would have been 
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Grenfell is part of Deutsche Bank. So both 
have been shielded from the full force of 
accountability and responsibility. 


No doubt each of them did the hon- 
ourable thing and offered lofaH on his sword 
-or that is what the spin doctors would have 

yon believe anyway - but were eventually 
! prevailed upon to suffer the burden of 
office and salary a little longer, so as to sort 
out the mess and provide continuity. There 
is scant evidence of anything charting very 
much, however. Despite the dearouts, there 
are no new brooms to sweep away the old, 
and presumably rotten, culture. The man- 
agement dearoul has involved little more 
than .a reshuffling of the pack. 

Nor has either Mr Dobson or Mr Manser 
been able to offer any kind of credible expla- 
nation for what occurred. Mr Dobson has 
described it as an “isolated incident”, as if it 
were no more than an embarrassing/dur pas 
dropped over dinner with his shooting pals. 
Mr “1 was misquoted” Manser, has mean- 
while railed agamst the regulators (don't you 
just hate (hem). “Honestly! Why is it that we 
all have to spend so much lime answering to 
these people," he might have said. 

The contrast with the scrutiny our MFs 
and politicians are now being subjected to 
could hardly be greater or more revealing. 
Here is David Willetts, a former whip, 
hauled over the coals, lambasted, crucified, 
up before the beak and about to face a pub- 
lic grilling of the most daunting variety, 
merely for doing his job and writing a 
memo on how the damage to the Govern- 
ment being wrought by allegations of skeze 
might be limited. 


Parliament looks like a model of restraint, 
probity and decency set against the sort of 
nonsense that was going on at Morgan Gren- 
fell and Robert Fleming. The “offences" 
complained of are nit-picking by compari- 
son. Are organisations that occupy positions 
of public trust to be thought so very differ- 
ent from those who hold positions of pub- 
lic service? Clearly so, judging by the way 
these things are being swept under the car- 
peL What action regulators are taking 
occurs behind dosed doors in smoke-filled 
rooms. 

No wonder those not connected with the 
City, which is the great bulk of the British 
population, have come to mistrust it so 
much. It is not just its salaries and markets 
that seem to belong to an altogether differ- 
ent world. Its standards of morality, disclo- 
sure and accountability appear to have 
been beamed down from'anoucr planet too. 
And small wonder too that so many of our 
MPs want to swap the goldfish bowl of pol- 
itics for the anyth ing-gocs environment of 
the City. 

Out of the darkness 
and into the whitewash 

S ince they sell the stuff, we should perhaps 
not be loo surprised lo discover that Vtacfc- 
es shows a dab band at applying (he white- 
wash. And, bey, is there plenty of it ctv rrtm 
the six-page' letter from Michael von 


Brcntano, explaining how shareholders 
came to be stung by one of the more spec- 
tacular ar miiniin g scandals of OUT time. 

The feeble attempt to news manage the 
story by selectively leaking il has, as so often 
happens, backfired spectacularly as well No 
one emerges with any credit from this 
shabby episode. Henry Sweetbaum. former 
chairman and chief executive, is held “ulti- 
mately’ responsible" and the company is left 
wondering if it has any future. 

But back for a moment to the stuff that 
washes whiter. Here we hove a company that 
has overstated profits by £51m in the past 
four years, miraculously transformed a £9m 
operating kiss in 1995 into a £17m profit and 
comprehensive] v pulled the wool over 
investors' eyes, fte also know that “senior 
management and the auditors” l Arthur 
Andersen) were given warning sign akin the 
shape of ‘'instances'' which came to light in 
1995 of long-term supplier rebates being 
booked as instant profits. 

And yet it was a full six months, probably 
longer,* before Wickes decided to share 
these ip*e r, 'sting titbits with the outside 
world. 

Wh-re was the audit committee, you 
^“ht ask. Where, for that matter, were the 
non-ex ecu the directors, including the pre- 
sent chairman, while all this was going on? 
T.iey were never properly informed, is the 
lawyer-approved answer. 

Very well, then who pays the price? 
Hardly Mr Sweetbaum, who still walks away 


with a £2.9m pension, one-third of his 
bonuses and an agreement that the company 
will make no claim against him. Ditto (he 
former finance director and group admin- 
istration director. Which just leaves two 
directors of the buying department of a 
group subsidiary and an unspecified num- 
ber of middle-ranking managers and junior 
employ ees to cany the can. 

It may be the case that pursuing lawsuits 
against former directors would haw been an 
extravagant distraction when the more 
urgent task is to save the ship. That is going 
to take some doing. 

Set againsi the imsdcmcoiuHiisoi the past, 
the revelation that shareholders will have to 
take a further 11 Dm hit on Wickes' costly dis- 
posals of Builder's Mate and Hunter Tim- 
ber seems small beer. 

AU the same. the extra write downs have 
conspired u i blow to bits w hat little remained 
of shareholders’ funds. Meanwhile net debt 
is £fi5m and kisses are piling up at the trad- 
ing level. 

The proposed solution is to shore up the 
balance sheet with a £3thu rights issue once 
the director, get around lo refiling I he 1094 
and 1W5 accounts. 

But having been kept largely in the dark 
for four months .md deprived of the oppor- 
tunity to bale out of the stitclc since its sus- 
pension in June, why should any shareholder 
want to join Mr von Brentanoin his mission 
impossible to “build a new business ettue” 
around the Wickes trading concept? 


BAe partner wins 
bid for Thomson 
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Chris Godsntark 

Business Correspondent 

British Aerospace's drive to 
lead the rationalisation of the 
European defence industry was 
given a huge boost yesterday 
when its French missiles part- 
ner, Lagadere, was chosen as 
the preferred bidder in the pri- 
vatisation of Thomson, the 
countiys state-owned defence 
and electronics giant. 

The decision was widely seen 
;a set-back for GEC. which 
dose links with the rival bid- 
der for Thomson, the industrial 
group Alcatel Alsthom. The 
news sent shares in BAe surg- 
ing ahead, ending the day 19p 
higher at lI32L5p, while shares 
inGECfellil.5pto386.5p. 

.. Chris Avery a. leading . aero- 
space analyst from the rrendi 
banking group Paribas, said: 
“BAe iwwhas the first seal at the 
table as the European defenoem- 


dustry consolidates. GEC wiU 
have to be mvited along later." 

Hie French government said 
it wanted to condude the sale 
of Thomson by the end of the 
year and pledged to inject 
Frllbn (£13bn) to rebuild the 
state-owned company’s capital 
base, a bigger stun than analysts 
had expected. Thomson bas 
debts of Fr25bn. 

Facing repealed questioning 
at a press conference in Paris, 
ministers refused to explain 
why they bad chosen Lagaddre’s 
strategy or to reveal the value 
of the rival bids. The offer will 
now be be scrutinised by Eu- 
ropean Commission ana the 
government’s privatisation com- 
mission. set up to oversee the 
prograniUBe of state sell-offs. 

. Aspartof the deal. ThomsoD 
Multimedia,' the group's con- 
sumer electronics division, will 
be sold to Daewoo, the South 
KcHeanindbstiMcm^omerate. 


Within minutes of the aunoono 
ement hundreds of angry Thom- 
son employees demonstrated 
outside the Paris headquarters. 

The deal would pave the way 
for a merger of Thomson- CSF, 
the group’s defence arm with 
sales last year of Fr35bn and 
after-tax losses ofFr700m, with 
Lagadere 's defence subsidiary, 
Matra. 

Though Lagadfere had previ- 
ously played down the level of 
British involvement in such a 
venture during the bidding 
process, it comes as a dear suc- 
cess for BAe, which is develop- 
ing a £1 bn guided missiles jomt 
venture with the French group. 

Sir Dick Evaos, BAe’s chief ex- 
ecutive, has forecast that the Eu- 
ropean defence sector would 
,hiwe consolidated. into two or 
three key players by the turn of 
the century foflowmg the lead set 
by contractors in the United 
States. But be ruled out ameiger 



Sir Dick Evans: Forecast two or three key players by 2000 


with GEC for at least 12 months. 

However GEC insisted it was 
not disappointed at the outcome 
of the Thomson bid battle 
David Newkuicfe, the finance di- 
rector, stressed that GEC also 
had partnerships with Lagadere 
and Thomson as well as its re- 
lationship with Alcatel Alsthom. 


These include a recently forged 
joint venture with Thomson to 
develop sonar equipment with 
annual sales of £300m. “This an- 
nouncement merely moves a 
state company into the private 
sector. As such it doesn't really 
rationalise the European de- 
fence industry at all," be said. 


Pearson seeks sale of 
£ 440 m BSkyB stake 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

Pearson, the giant media con- 
glomerate, has stepped up ef- 
forts to realise a gain of £440m 
through the sale of its remain- 
ing shares in BSkyB, Rupert 
Murdoch's satellite company. 

The shares are held through 
the rump of the old British 
Satellite Broadcasting (BSBH). 
and represent 14 per cent of 
BSkyB. The slake is worth 
£13bn. Pearson's indirect stake 
is about 4 per cent, worth £44Qm 
at Sky's current record-breaking 
share price. Other shareholders 
in BSBH are Pa the, the French 
media company, and Granada, 
Gerry Robinson's hotels and 
media conglomerate. 

According to sources at Pear- 
son and Granada, a team of ac- 
countants have been working on 
ways to wind up the BSBH bold- 
ing for the past three months. 
Initial concerns about tax im- 
plications have now been ad- 


dressed. but there are still dif- 
ficulties in separating the direct 
and indirect holdings. 

.According to media analysis. 
Pearson is intent on realising 
gains during the current year in 
part (o offset the effects of a 
large write-down in its contro- 
versial investment in Mind- 
scape. the troubled US 
CD-Rom company. “If they 
can cash out of BSkyB, then 
they will be able to cross- 
account this with something 
else," said one leading analyst. 

He added: “They could clear 
all this out this year, and hand 
over to the new man with a 
dean slate." Frank Barlow, the 
current managing director, is to 
step down by April next year, 
and a new chief executive is ex- 
pected lobe named, perhaps by 
Christinas. 

Pearson sold its direct 85 per 
cent holding in BSkyB in Sep- 
tember last year,’ realising 
£492m. Had it waited until this 
autumn, following a strong run 


in BSkyB shares since carK 
this year, the stake would hu\c 
been worth £1.2bn. 

“It would be nice for Pearson 
to gel another 1440m (from the 
BSBH slake]." said one analyst. 
“But remember, they left a lot 
more than lhan on' the table 
when they sold their [direct] 
stake so early." 

Neither Pa the nor Granada 
intends to sell its BSkyB shares 
once the holding company is 
wound up. Pearson, however, 
would seek lo place the shares 
as soon as possible. 

BSkyB's shares have nearly 
doubled since January, fuelled by 
(he company’s rising profits, re- 
ceding regulatory worries and the 
successful renewal of a comma 
to broadcast Premiership match- 
es. Analysts point out that the 
stock's relatively restrained free 
float - only about 15 per cent - 
has exaggerated the share price 
rise. A sale by Pearson of its 
BSBH shares could help allevi- 
ate some of the supply shortage. 
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A very down to earth 
question. 

The words 'American Express’ are under- 
stood around the world. That's important if 
you're abroad and you find you need 
medical attention, cover for lost baggage or 
personal property, compensation for travel 
delay or funding for legal expenses. So if 
you need emergency assistance or even 
pre-travel advice, our representatives are on 
call 24 hours a day wherever on earth you 
are. We offer annual cover from just £59 and 
single trip polities that you need not be a 
Card member to take advantage of. You see, 
your travel insurance provider can make a 
world of difference. 

To find out how we can help you 
do more with travel insurance, call: 

0800 700737 



Insurance 

Services 


Policy terms and conditions are available upon request. 

American Express Services Europe Limited, Reg. Office, Portland House, 1 Stag Place, London SVV7E 5BZ, Reg. No.1833139. 
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Butler-Wheelhouse is cruising comfortably at Smiths 

fteith Butler-Wheelhouse knows he These deals helped propel prof- THE INVESTMENT CiOTJTMN ' expansion into the South-east, irregularities was unfortunate, tc 
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Keith Butler-Wheelhouse knows he 
is a lucky man. The former boss at 
Saab cars takes the controls as chief 
executive of Smiths Industries next 
month, safe in the knowledge that 
the avionics supplier looks set fair 
for at least another few yeare of good 
growth. 

Under his predecessor. Sir Roger 
Hum, Smiths has been transformed 
from a highly cyclical civilian and 
military aerospace group into three 
separately run divisions, including 
medical equipment and industrial 
products such as ventilation fans and 
flexible tubing. 

The unfashionable move -the an- 
tithesis of the demerger craze 
sweeping the City - has served in- 
vestors well, the shares having out- 
performed a soaring stock market 
by more than a quarter in the past 
year alone. 

Smiths' track record on acquisi- 
tions is second to none. Strong 
cashflow has enabled it to splash out 
£47Sm over six years, expanding hs 
medical and industrial products ac- 
tivities without tapping sharehold- 
ers for money. 

Last year was no exception as 
£9Sm was spent buying three bolt- 
on businesses, including Level I, a 
US manufacturer of blood and flu- 
id-warming systems. 


These deals helped propel prof- 
its before one-off items to £1 65m, up 
19 per cent, in the year to 3 August 

Though growth has been super- 
charged by acquisitions, organic 
growth remained strong, with un- 
derlying profits up 14 per cent as 
tradmg conditions improved across 

the board. 

In aerospace, still the largest di- 
vision by sales if only accounting for 
just over a quarter of profits, the main 
driver of growth is the increased prof- 
itability of the world's airlines and 
their need to replace old planes. 

Smiths expects Boeing, Its biggest 
customer, to almost double the num- 
ber of its short-haul 737 aircraft pro- 
duced from 76 this year to 160 by the 
end of the decade. Smiths receives 
up to $450,000 for supplying each 
plane with electrical equipment- U 
is a similar picture with Boeing’s new 
generation of wide-bodied 777 jets, 
where production is set to jump from 
32 this year to 70 by 1999. 

The outlook on the military side 
is more mixed, with the German gov- 
ernment dragging its feet over the 
Eurofigher project Orders for fight- 
er planes from the US Air Force 
dried up completely this year for the 
first time since World War n but are 
set to resume next year. 

Despite the acquisition spree, the 
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balance sheet is virtually debt-free 
and more deals are promised. 

Panin urr Gordon is expecting 
pre-tax profits of £1 90m for the cur- 
rent year and £215m in 1998. With 
the shares up 12p to 8035p, that im- 
plies a p/e ratio falling from 19 to 
17. A fair rating for a quality stock. 

Believable hype 
from DFS 

When it comes to enthusiasm. Sir 

G raham Krr kham of DFS Furniture 
is hard to beat Records are not 
broken, they are “shattered**. Op- 
portunities are not significant, but 
“huge". As usual with bis rapidly 
expanding furniture chain, the brio 
is backed up by results. Pre-tax 
profits were 18.6 per cent ahead to 
£3 1.1m in the year to July, the div- 
idend was increased by 20 per cent 
to lOp. There was also a special div- 
idend of lOp per share for the sec- 
ond year r unning. 

like-for-like sales increases are 
healthy and the company claims its 


new stores in the London area are 

^But though DFS ^Sares^have 
been a wonderful investment - 
they have doubled in their two 
years on the stock market - there 
are certain worries. One is the 
plans by Sir Gr aham **; two children 


to sell much of their 22 per cent 
stake. Though this does not neces- 
sarily indicate any lack of confidence 
in the company’s prospects, it will 
cast a shadow over the share price 
and soak up any institutional 
demand for the shares. 

Then there is the cost of .the 


Marka va^-E2.42bn,shaB price 803-5p , 
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expansion into the South-east, 
which is exerting pressure on mar- 
gins. ; DFS opened its.-, first three 
stores in the London region earlier 
this year and now sees scope for up 
to 20. The higher costs meant op- 
erating margins fell from 16.9 per 
cent to 15.9 per cent last year. This 
year the company will carry £lJm 
. of additional training and develop- 
ment costs with seven new stores 
due open towards the end of this 
financial year. 

But the prospects remain bright. 
With 38 stores, DFS daims 9 per cent 
of the UK upholstery market Its aim 
is a nationwide network of around 
100 st o res which would give it ashare 
of around 25 per cent Analysts are 
expecting profits of anxmd£38m this 
year. With the shares 22p lower 
yesterday at 514 .5p, they trade on a 
premium rating or 22. Expensive but 
a strong hold. 

Questions for 
Burn Stewart 

For whisky distiller Burn Stewart to 
publish its delayed results on the 
same day as DIY retailer Wickes 
revealed details of a four-month 
investigation into - accounting 


irregularities was unfortunate, to 
say the least. 

But Burn Stewart's directors 
rather made themselves a hostage » 


W1IU4 W — j - a ~ wp 

Lheir auditors over the treatment or 
an accounting standard, FRS5, and 
metering that publication of results 
for the year to June, due on 2_Oct- 
ober, was deferred for a fortnight 

- In the event, pre-tax profits col- 
lapsed 74 per cent to £lra and the 
dividend was cut from 5p to 3.4p. 

The accounting item in question 

- believed to relate to the treatment 
of whisky stocks handled by a con- 
sultant for the Chinese market — was 
responsible for an estimated £3m of 
the profits shortfall. 

The City’s reaction was swift with 

the shares marked down 7-5p to 74p, 

their lowest level since Burn Stewart 

joined the stock market at I40p five 
years ago. In that time sales have 
grown from £38m to £54m but 
profits have shrunk from a peak of 
over £10m in 1992 as the whisky price 
war took its tolL How directors can 
square this record with the “re- 
markable progress" they claim to 
have made m recent years is not dear. 

The report and accounts may 
-throw more light on these issue. And 
until Bum Stewart provides more ai» 
swers, the shares are best avoided. 
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The Economist 


Fresh doubts 
over alcopops 
effect on cider 


Tom Stevenson 

Crty Editor ■ ' - 

Fresh evidence has emmged to 
suppeat the widely held view that 
the problems affecting rider 
maker Matthew Clark this sum- 
mer have been only partly due 
to the dramatic rise in popularity 
of alcopops. Recently cornmis- 
skwed research suggests that, 
contrary to Clark's claims, the 
rider market is growing fast 
but lack of investment in brands 
has quickly eroded the compa- 
ny's share of the sector. 

Its arch-rival FOP Bulmer has 
just finished a round of pre- 
sentations to industry analysts 
in which it has attempted to re- 
assure the City that Matthew 
.darks problems are specific to 
the company and do not signal 
a bursting of the rider bubble 
that bas seen volumes grow 
rapidly in the 1990s. 

Matthew dark stunned in- 
vestors earlier in the summer 
when it warned that the expo- 
nential growth of alcoholic ^ "soft” 
drinks such as Bass's Hoopers 
Hooch and Merry down's T\vo 
Dogs had caused a sharp re- 
duction in demand for its core 
rider brands, Diamond White 
and K, and for Babycham. 

Shares in Che conmany, which 
bas expanded rapidly in recent 
years through the acquisitions of 
Gaymers and Th union, slumped 
23?p to 431p on the day of its an- 


In Brief 


mini meeting, when it issued the 
warning, and have since fallen 
further. Bulmer has been tefling 
brokers that total cider con- 
sumption in the UK continued 
to increase thsyear. Ac^usted for 
the exceptional hot weather last 
year that boosted demands, con- 
sumption is forecast to have in- 
creased from 110 milli on gallons 
in 1995 to 116 million this year. 
In 1990 the market was only 75 
milli on gallons. 

Within that overall marteQ 
however, the performances 
two major producers, who be- 
tween them control about 90 per 
cent of the sector, have diverged 
dramatically. Through the su- 
permarkets, an important outlet 
for rider, sales of Stiongbow are 
running 30 per cent ahead of last 
year while Diamond White has 
declined by 24 percent. Matthew 
Clark has blamed alcopops but 
analysts beBeve that does not 
tell the whole story. Alcopops 
are now thought to have taken 
share from across the spec- 
trum of alcoholic drinks. 

Almost a quarter of alcopop 
drinkers have said that were the 
new drinks not available they 
would drink bottled lagers, and 
19 per cent would turn to 
draught lager. By contrast, only 
10 per cent said they were 
drinking alcopops instead of 
bottled rider, while the equiv- 
alent figure for draught cider 
was 5 per cent. 


• Pizza Express is buying up to 33 restaurants for £25 m, fund- 
ed by an issue of 5.7 million shares at 475p each in the US and 
the UK. The company said the acquisition was expected to be 
immediately earnings enhancing and the fund raising would al- 
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Luke Johnson, chairman, said the acquisition created a “sub- 
stantially more coherent group". 

• Devro has made an £Ii.lm offer for the outstanding minori- 
ty shareholding in Cutisin, a Czech manufacturer of edible and 
non-edible collagen casings. Devro holds 56 5 per cent of Cutisin 
winch, Devro said, provided a low-cost mam ifarfn ring base to sup- 
ply Eastern European and, increasingly. Western markets. 

• J™? 8 Hold has paid £1. 75m fora one-acre freehold site at Pen- 
tonvifle Road, central London, with full planning per miss ion to 
bufld a 168-bedroom Jurys Inn. “We envisage that it will cost £10m. 
including the site cost, to build, averaging £59,500 per room." a 
spokesman said. Jurys will also develop a 151-bedroom Inn for £7 Jm 
on the banks of the River Shannon, Limerick, creating 80 jobs. 

■ Rank Organisation's recommended cash offer for Tom 
Cobleigh is unconditional in all respects. Valid acceptances of 




Shares, representing 84.9 per cent of the company’s equity. 

* Derwent Valley Holdings has exchanged contracts to purchase 
the freehold interests of Evelyn House and Dumbarton House 
54-68 Oxford Street and 51-57 Rathbone Place, in centra] Lon- 
don from London & Manchester Assurance for £20m. i 

r 

• Daily and General Trust has bought Radio Albuiy-Wxlon- 




I1CT 

H*1 • I I W A ( *) 


1 1 1 1 fW 


holnf atilln'il 


m 


make three acquisitions for a total of £tl.9Sm. The 

are Mflitair Aviation, Avery Flight International and &L&? 005 

Most of the funding for the deals win come from a 

issue at 130p a*ar^raismg£9.ta. Bridport also aimouncedfe 

pre-tax profits for the year ending 31 July had r i sea 

to^L45m oh turnover of £303m, up from £28.4m '* ercen ^ 

.lease has been signed for a shop in the capital's Oxford Street^ 

• Ashbourne has bought three nursing homes for o™. 

The homes are in Bolton, Cambridge and Upminster ^ CastL 
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AIHed Domecq and, yet again, 
Zeneca dominated a stock 
market which at last appeared 
to be feeling the steam of its 
re ® 0 n H weak “>g exertions. 

Indications a large pro- 
gramme trade had left stock 
slushing around the system 
coupled with the Dow Jones 
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pnces lower, probabfy en- 
couraging some investors to 
lode m a few p rofit-? 

But such negative consider- 
ations were lost on the booze 
and drag confcinatkm of Allied 
and Zeneca. Indeed Allied 
eiguyed a strong ferment of 
stories, pushing the shares 
25_5p higher to 482_5p. 

Bid action, preceded by a 
dawn raid today, was one. Sea- 
gram, the Canadian spirits 
group, was put in the forme. 

There was also talk nf m^n- 
agement changes and the long 
subjected demerger, producing 
stand-alone retail and spirit 


The deal with Bass over the 
Cnfeheg Tetley brewing divi- 
sion was also an influence, 
with talk Whitehall was about 
to dear the takeover. 

_ Another suggestion was Al- 
lied’s top brassnad hutched in 
the Qty, leaving an 
the group was performing bet- 
ter than expected. ' 

But such stones were wide 
of the mark. It would be con- 
strued as particnlariy indis- 
creet if Allied enjoyed the 
C^s hospitably with its results 
due nan month 

There was, however, one 
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Tale & Lyle, the sugar 
group, turned sour, falling 
13.5p to 483p. A US probe into 
alleged fixing of sweetener 
prices and cautious comments 
from SBC Warburg did the 


Credit Lyonnais Laingj the se- 
curities house, was nnnonred 
to have changed its stance on 
the shares - moving from hold 
to buy. It was said the bouse 
planned to issue a favourable 

circular today . 

Allied has had a difficult 
time and it has been described 

as being “tti t fy k*3 rharyy> 


totnf . Itsshares have been 
such weak perfonners, coming 
down from m ore than S50p this 
year, that a supportive invest- 
ment house could, just, be 
enough to provoke a such a 
flurry. • 

Bui with the market con- 
vinced Afficd is set for dramatic 
changes under new chairman 
Sir Christopher Hogg, there 
must be a temptation to make 
sure azy party is not missed 

Zeneca did not enjoy such 
a range of rumours. Just one 
- the perennial takeover sto- 
ry - was enough to lift the 
shar es to a new peak, up 32Jp 
to 1 JtiSJJjp. Glaxo IffeDrome is 
rc-cmeigmg as the favourite to 
strike, although Roche, the 
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Swiss group, is never far from 
the speculation. 

Ibsoo was another blue drip 
to bock the trend, although 
there was absolutely no sug- 
gestion of corporate activity. 
The shares rosefp to 32&5p 
as NatWest Securities nudged 
its profit forecast a little high- 
er and said the shares had be- 
come a buy. Rivals Safeway, 
enjoyin^UBS support, gained 

PUkfegOB, the glass group, 

had a difficult warinn, falling 

6.5p to IS Ip. The crack was 
prompted by worries about 
interim profits, due soon. The 
group has already warned that 
dull trading on the Continent 
was creating problems. 
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The FISE 100 index slipped 
26.4 points to 4,024.4 with the 
supporting Mid Cap index off 
10.7 at 4,4382. 

■television shares, still an- 
ticipating a rush of takeover 
bids later this year, presented 
a bright picture with takeover 
favourites HIV and Bnkshire- 
Tyne Ikes higher. But BSkyB 
fell victim to toe general lethar- 
gy, off 12p to 664-5 p. 

DFS, toe furniture chain, 
lost 22p to 5l4p as it became 
apparent margins were under 
pressure and the Kirkham 
famil y inten ded to sell more 
shares, another 22 per oent of 
the capital. 

Ramco, the oil group, 
gained 44p to 705p on its link 
with Tbtal and MobB over its 


Azerbaijan development but 
the oil majors retreated again. 

Princedafe, the manufac- 
turing and marketing services 
group, rose 2p to 35p as HiUs- 
down Holdings' departure 
from the share register was 
duly confirmed. Pan of Hills- 
domfs 123 per cent stake has 
gone to Bentley International 
described as an investment 
company, and three directors 
including Sir Harry Solomon. 
Spring Sam, the bathroom 
group, responded to share 
baying by its chairman, Roger 
Regan, with a further l.75p 
gain to 14.75p. 

VldeoLogk added 3Jp to 
57p as MemU Lynch said buv 
ami Micro Focus rose nOp to 
I.020p on US influences. 

Fi na nc ia l Publishing, em- 
bracing stockbroker Durlach- 
er, added ISp to 265p 
following a sharp profits ad- 
vance. The shares, placed last 
year at 38p, can claim to be 
AIM’s top performer. 


□Piex. the mice oiling sock 
maker stepping out under the 
guidance of Italian aristocrat, 
Andrea Carfan eo Della Volta, 
firmed DJLSp to 6.75p as 
stockbroker ’feather A 
Greenwood forecast contin- 
uing recovery 

After a long run of losses 
the company returned to the 
black in the first half of this 
year and Heather's Jon 
Levinson thinks the year’s 

outcome will be a £480,000 
profit. 

He looks for £650,000 next 
year and then £760,000. 


□Tele-Cine Cell, the film and 
video group, fell almost 18 
percent to S3ip. The shares 
were 125p in November. 

Profits have been under 
pressure and there are 
worries that the company will 
not be able to hit the £1.4m 
the market is expecting this 
year. 
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MICK GARMELl. 
f.-lAPJAGIKG DIRECTOR. 
PSYGN0SIS. A S0WY COMPANY 
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Slowly but surely, the crisis in 
state pensions is coming 


The Lyceum is saved. . . 


O ne of the reasons 
politicians in the in- 
dustrial countries are 
starting to sound very gung-ho 
about reducing government 
deficits is that the notion of a 
looming crisis in slate persons 
has finally filtered through to 
them. 

U has taken several years of 
hammering away at the subject 
by international organisations 
such as the IMF, but at last, in 
countries such as Germany 
and Italy, even the most short- 
tennist of politicians knows 
that without changes in pension 
provision, politically thorny as 
that is, there could be a fiscal 
explosion before the end of 
their career. 

The cause of the pension 
problem, approaching many 
governments with the slow 
inevitability of lava flow, is the 
combination of pay-as-you- 
go state pension schemes with 
demographic change. The 
number of pensioners in all 
developed countries is grow- 
ing while in many, the work- 
ing-age population paying the 
taxes to pay the pensions is 
shrinking. 

The penny has dropped 
that pay-as-you-go schemes 
are unsustainable. The British 
government was one of the 
first to take action by en- 
couraging people to opt out of 
a state scheme, which was 
made much less generous by 
being linked to prices rather 
than earnings, and set up a pri- 
vate pension. 

If other countries follow the 
same route, and allow their un- 
funded state pension schemes 
to wither, there win be some big 
macroeconomic implications. 
One of the most important, and 
one which has been tackled by 
economists, is what will happen 
to national saving rates as a re- 
sult of ageing populations and 
changes to pension systems. 
The other, so for under-re- 
searched, is what the implica- 
tions for inequality will be. 

Of course, the first law of 
economics is that for every 
economist there is an equal 
and opposite economist (the 


second law is that they are 
both wrong). So it is not too 
surprising to find that there is 
no definitive answer to the 
question of savings. To be 
fair, this is because it is an em- 
pirical question. There will be 
two opposing forces acting on 
national savings during the 
next few decades. 

The first is the demographic 
impact. The standard theory 
about how people choose be- 
tween spending and saving is 
the “life cycle hypothesis", 
which argues that early in 
their working life people bor- 
row, in their prime years they 
save, and in retirement they 
run down their savings. ■ 

Aggregate this across a na- 
tion, and the theory predicts 
that saving will rise in countries 
with a growing working pop- 
ulation and fall where there is 
a growing number of the non- 
working elderly. There is some 
evidence of a negative rela- 
tionship between savings and 
the proportion of the olefin the 
population for a cross-section 
of countries. 

However, the demograph- 
ics are a bit more complex. For 
the next 20 years or so, most 
industrial countries will see 
more saving by the working 
population, for the baby boom 
is still in its prime years. Af- 
ter that, national savings rates 
are likely to decline. But the 
outlook varies widely between 
countries and the amount of 
extra saving in the meantime 
could be huge. 

A recent paper by David 
Miles, a professor at Imperial 
College, for the City invest- 
ment bank Merrill Lynch, cal- 
culates that for the big four 
European economies savings 
rates will peak between 2010 
and 2020 at rates 2-3 percent- 
age points higher than their 
current levels. 

For the UK the peak comes 
at 23 percent above the 1995 
rate of 20 per cent in 2010. But 
savings will not drop below the 
1995 level until 2035, he 
predicts. 

The picture gets more com- 
plicated when you try to take 
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account of whether the si- 
multaneous changes to state 
pension systems change pat- 
terns of saving. This question 
is addressed in a new book by 
Professor Richard Disney of 
Queen Mary College*. 

Prof Disney argues that the 
key feature of the change in 
pension systems is not the 
trend from state to private pen- 
sions, but the trend from de- 
fined benefit schemes to 
defined contributions schemes. 


Most private sector pen- 
sions were, untO recently at 
least, defined benefit plans 
provided by companies. The 
economic purpose of a pension 
chat guaranteed workers a 
given fraction of their final 
salary was to bind them to the 
company over a working 
career. 

Of course, this has become 
more expensive as company 
workforces age. It does not suit 
younger workers either. 

Private pensions are in- 
creasingly of the defined con- 
tribution type - essentially a 
personal savings plan with 
pensions determined by the re- 
turn on the accumulated sav- 
ings. 

According to the book, the 
coverage of defined contri- 
bution schemes has almost 
doubled from S per cent of 
pension plans in 1987. 

Prof Disney writes: “Where 
there is an insurance motive 
for pension provision the 
switch from a publicly or pri- 
vately funded defined benefit 
plan to a group or individual 
defined contribution plan 
seems to involve the partici- 
pant in much greater risks." 

The risk of providing for re- 
tirement is switching not sim- 
ply from the government to 
the private sector but from 
companies to individuals as 
well. 

The transition from pay-as- 
you-go state pensions to pri- 
vate pensions might reduce the 
national savings rate if it in- 
volves the government or pri- 
vate sector in saving less or 
borrowing more to meet the 
shortfall. 

In addition, if people have 
a choice, they might well opt 
to pay less into their pen- 
sions. However, if the system 
to which industrial countries 
are switching places more risk 
on individuals, savings could 
increase. 

Anecdotally, it is clear that 
many people in Britain have 
already added provision for 
their old age as an extra bur- 
den to be saved for. 

Certainly in Chile, which 


privatised its pensions in 1981 
by introducing individual re- 
tirement savings plans, private 
sector saving soared from 02 
per cent in 1981 to 12:7 per 
cent In 1989, more than 
offsetting a drop in public sec- 
tor saving as the government 
stepped in to finance the 
iinfimriftH pension obligations 
of the previous state scheme. 

The real catch in the pri- 
vatisation of pensions is dis- 
tributional. If this issue is not 
addressed explicitly- and it is 
not - the costs of pension re- 
form fall on the most vulner- 
able people. 

In the UK there is a grow- 
ing class of poor pensioners, 
with no private cover and a 
state pension which, leaves 
them further and further 
behind the rest of the 
population. 

With the honourable ex- 
ception of the Labour MP 
. Frank Field, whose new book 
on the subject of bow to pro- 
ride universal pension cover in 
a modern economy was pub- 
lished earlier this week, few 
politicians have addressed the 
distributional question. 

Mr Field proposes compul- 
sory individual saving for re- 
tirement and unemployment, 
restoring the insurance aspect 
of welfare, but has costed 
state provision of the means to 
save for people with incomes 
of less than £100 a week. 

This proposal does involve 
extra taxes, however, even 
though some of the money 
needed would come from 
winding down the State Earn- 
ings Related Pension Scheme 
completely. 

For countries which have 
traditionally used the tax and 
benefits system to redistribute 
income, the switch from un- 
funded to insurance-based 
pensions - or health-care or 
unemployment cover, for that 
matter - raises issues as 
thorny as the ones being left 
behind. 

* -Con We Afford To Grow 
Older?" Richard Disney, MTT 
Press £24.95 


The magnificent Lyceum 
Theatre near Covent Garden 
in London is about to reopen 
on 19 November after being : - 
rebuilt by Apollo Leisure at a 
costof£145m. - . 

TWo years ago Paul Gregg, 
chairman of Apollo and SO 
per cent shareholder, bought 
the leasehold of the then- 
derelict theatre from the The- 
atres ThisL George' Walker's 
Brent Walker had wanted to 
change the ufce of the theatre 
in the 1980s hot never got 
permission from the Thust,. 
and now the former stomping 
ground of such great Shake- 
spearean thespians as Henry 
Irving and Helen Terry is 
saved for the theatre. 

Well, up to a point The 
first production will be 
Andrew IJoyd Wfebber and 
Tim Rice’s Terns Christ Super- 
star. Shakespeare it ain’t 

George Simpson, manag ing 
director ofGEC, obviously 

likftg haring familiar faces 
around him. Yesterday GEC 
appointed two of his former 
colleagues to senior pods.. 

Jack Fiyer, who has been 
brought in as GECs strategic 
planning director, worked 
with Mr Simpson at Lucas, 

Mr Simpsons last job. Rob 
Meakin, who becomes per- 
sonnel director, comes from 
British Aerospace, where Mr 
Simpson was before Lucas. 

Mr Fiyer should be on top 
of the figures side of strategic 
planning -he began his ca- 
reer as a nuclear physicist 
with Rolls-Royce. 

Mr Meakin certainly has a 
CV which would make any 
personnel manager quake; be 
worked with Ford Motor 
Company in the strike- 
plagued 1970s. then with 
British Leyland and Rover. 

Keith Bntier-YVheelhouse 
joined Smiths Industries as a 
director in August, and will 
take over from Sir Roger 
Horn as chief executive from 
19 November. Sir Roger will 
remain as chairman of the 
aerospace group. 

Stepping into the Smiths 
cockpit yesterday, Mr Butler- 
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addressed journalists on the 
joys of self regulation. 

The profession which au- 
dits our companies still insists 
that it can sort out its own 
wrongdoers in- bouse, without, 
pesky intervention from theH^ 
DTI and the like. 

Mr Swinson was proposing a 
new independent body which 
would regulate the regulators. 
On the same panel was Nor- 
man Lyle, senior vice president 
of Cima. which represents 
managem ent accountants. 

Cima recently broke off 
merger talks with the char- 
tered accountant’s body, and 
evidently still harbours hurt 
pride at what it sees as snob- 
bery amongst the chartered 
brethren. 

Every time Mr Swinson 
made a point, Mr Lyle broke 
in with a contradiction or a 
question. Things got so heated 
that there was audible relief 
when the presentation ended. 

Everyone trooped into an- 
other room for lunchtime 
drinks, at which point Mr 
Swinson announced that no 
alcohol would be served. Just 
as well, opined the reporters, 
otherwise a fracas of some 
sort could well have ensued. . 


Wheelhouse said-how nice it 
was “coming into a business 
which doesn’t need much 
doing to it”. 

What that says about the 
automotive side of Saab, 
where he was chief operating 
officer. I’ve no idea. The 
tanned native of the West 
Midlands emigrated to South 
Africa at the age of 15, and . 
now aged 50 has the accent to 
match. 

There’s just one fly in the 
ointment at Smiths, he says: . 
Tm still trying to come to 
grips with these aerospace 
acronyms. I still find this al- 
phabet soup confusing,” 

I see what he means. In 
Smiths’s results presentation 
yesterday, simplified for the 
consumption of journalists, 
the company mentioned 
JPATS, F/A-18C/DS, Sims 
Level I and HMOs. Before 
you ask, 1 haven’t a due. 

Don’t worry, Mr Butler- 
Wheelhouse. Aerospace has 
nothing on accountancy when 
it comes to acronyms. 

ICAEW, APB, FRC and 
Cima were all bandied about 
yesterday as Chris Swinson, a 
partner in BDO Stay Hay- 
ward and the Orson Welles of 
the accountancy world. 
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r * for partners to be 


J9I Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 



Goldman Sachs, the secretive 
US investment bank, yesterday 
elevated 38 of its top executives 
to the hotly contested position 
of partner, which virtually guar- 
antees millionaire status. 

The new partners, who are 
locked into the riches of the 
multi- million pound investment 
bank with an equity stake, were 
joined for the first time by 87 
managing directors who are be- 
ing groomed as future partners. 

These new, non-partnership 
positions, called “extended 
managing directors'’, were cre- 
ated by the bank to deter high- 
flyers below partnership status 
from quitting for rival firms. 

The bank, owned by 170 or 
so partners who are named 
every two years, is 127 years old 
and has a reputation as a hard- 
hitting, gruelling place to work, 
where the rewards are generous. 

The partners are paid a hefty 
basic salary but forego the 
bonuses of their lower-ranking 
colleagues, which can top £lm, 
in return for a profitable stake 
in the bank. 

Partners share in the profits 
of the bank, which in the first 
nine months of this year pro- 
duced taxable eamings’of SI 5bn 


(£1.2bn), setting Goldman on 
course to beat 1993 when it cre- 
ated a host of millionaires with 
its bonus payouts. But much of 

their profit rem ains in the bank 

as risk capital until they retire. 

In a year which is already 
promising to reward the Gty's 
top dealers, traders and corpo- 
rate financiers with record 
bonuses, the Goldman partners 
and managing directors can be 
certain of astronomical rewards. 

Some of the managing direc- 
tors nam ed yesterday will al- 
ready be receiving basic salaries 
of flm, even before bonuses are 
calculated next month. 

Of the 38 new partners, eight 
are based in the bank's London 
office in Fleet Street and two 
are Britons - Glenn Earle, an 
investment banker based in 
Frankfurt and London-based 
Paul Deighion. 

The other seven new partners 
based in London were named as 
Erl and Karlsson and Girish 

Reddy, both in the bank's equi- 
ties division, Ronald Maris from 
flared income, investment bank- 
ers Timothy Plaut, Muneer Sut- 
ler and Howard Schiller, and 
Geoffrey Grant from J Aron, the 
bank's commodity unit. 

Nine Britons rank among 
the new non-partner managing 
directors, who will be receiving 


basic salaries ranging from 
£200,000 to £lm, with the lower 
salaries typically paid to 
researchers rather than pro- 
prietary traders - usually the 
highest-paid group in an in- 
vestment bank. 

Andrew Devenport, based 
in Tbkyo in the bank’s fixed in- 
come department, is one of the 
Britons becoming a non-partner 
managing director. He is joined 
by New York-based Briton 
Peter Niculescu who is also a 
fixed income specialists. 

The other Britons are based 
in Fleet Street. They are 
Charles Eve and Louis Greig, 
who are both in the equities di- 
vision, Sion Keazsey, a fixed in- 
come specialist, corporate 
financiers Christopher French 
and Charles Brown, Christian 
Siva-Jothy from J Aron and 
Roderick Jack from Goldman 
Sachs Asset Management. 

Other London-based execu- 
tives were granted non-partner 
managing director roles. They 
are Thomas Brasco, David 
Kaplan, Emmanuel Roman, 
Danie Roscini. Antonie 
Schwartz, Noreen Harrington, 
Jean-Luc Blamonti, Andrew 
Chisholm. Claudio Coslam- 
agna. Pieter Maarten Feenstra, 
Richard Gnodde, Susan Lea- 
ders and Theodore Sotir. 



Warning: Sir Michael Heron says that for every 1 per cent of business the Royal Mail 
loses in the suspension of its monopoly 1,500 jobs will be threatened 



Michael Harrison 

The Royal-Mail could lose 20 
per cent of its . business in the 
longterm if its letter monopoly 
is suspended again later this 
month, threatening jobs and 
.profits and forcing up postal 
prices, MPs are to be warned by 
Post Office chiefs. 

Sir Michael Heron, the Post 
Office chairman, is to supply the 
Commons Trade- and Industry 
Select Committee with a con- 
fidential financial model it has 
drawn up showing the potential 
impact if the Government sus- 
pends the monopoly for an ex- 
tended period. 

For every 1 per cent of busi- 
ness the Royal Mail loses, L500 
jobs will be threatened, Sir 
Michael told MPs on the com- 
mittee yesterday, adding that it 
‘'would not take a lot” for rival 
■ operators to snatch 3 per cent 
of deliveries if the market was 
opened up. 

Ministers wiD suspend the 


monopoly for a period of three 
mcoitns if members of the Com- 
munication Workers Union 
vote for fintber industrial action 
in a ballot later this month. The 
result of the ballot will be 
known on 29 October. 

The series of strikes, this au- 
tumn by the CWU has so far 
cost the Post-Office £4Qm in lost 
business and resulted in its mo- 
nopoly being suspended for 
short periods. 

However, Post Office execu- 
tives believe that if the mo- 
nopoly is suspended for three 


months then it wiB o pen the 
floodgates as the Government 
will find it impossible to re-im- 
pose the monopoly once private 
operators arc offering rival 
services. 

Local courier firms could 
enter the market immed iatel y, 
offering to deliver Christmas 

post in selected areas, while big- 
ger operators such as TNT 
would target lucrative cus- 
toraexs such as banks, building 
societies and mail order firms 
by offering a national service. 

- In written evidence to the 
committee, the Jtost Office ays 
that a three-month suspension 
would not in itself be ^immedi- 

Bui it adds that 
an indefinite suspension result- 
ing in a free-for-all would he 
“raise the question of bow a uni- 
versal service at a uniform tariff 
could be funded. Were there to 
be a long term suspension of the 
monopoly then the Prist Office 
would have to price competitively 
and this would benefit some cus- 
tomers at the expense of others.” 

Sir Michael also repeated his 
call for greater commercial free- 
dom, saying it would be a 
“tremendous step forward’’ if 
the Government gave the Bast 
-' Office the status of a public Km- 

- ited company and freed it from 
the PSBRso that its external fi- 
nancing limit -its contribution to 
the Exchequer -instead became 
a dividend payment set at 40-50 
per cent of post-tax profits. 

Under current plans the EFL 


Brewers rally against properly depreciation plan 


Roger Trapp 


Brewers and hotel chains are ex- 
pected to lobby against pro- 
posals from the Accounting 
Standards Board for tightening 
up on the valuation oftangible 
fixed assets. 

> f The discussion paper issued 

* ty the board today takes the 
view that, since it is normally un- 
economic to provide a limitless 


extension to the life of a prop- 
erty, such as a hotel or public 
house, through maintenance 
and refurbishment, there should 
be “a general requirement for 
depreciation of properties”. 

However, brewers are promi- 
nent among the approximately 
18 per cent of companies that 
are said to not depreciate their 
properties. They argue that, 
because they traditionally spend 


large amounts each year on 
maintaining properties in good 
condition, having to depreciate 
them as well would amount to 
“a double bit”. They also claim 
that certain properties, sucb as 
well-known hotels and pahs, are 
of historic value and should not 
be depredated. 

The ASB also believes that 
assets should be separated into 
three categories for depreria- 


Accountants’ plans for new 
regulatory board under attack 


Roger Trapp 


Plans by leading accountancy 
bodies to set up an independent 
review board to supervise their 
regulatory activities were last 
night attacked as a holding tac- 
tic that “will not satisfy any- 
body". 

Prem Sikka. accountancy 
professor at Essex University 
and a fervent critic of the ac- 
countancy profession, said the 
proposals published yesterday 
did not amount to independent 
regulation. The planned review 
board was “just an umbrella 
body" and the regulatory pow- 
ers of such organisations os 
the Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants would remain with 
them, he said, suggesting the 
move was an attempt to “ap- 


pease an incoming govern- 
ment. 

Yesterday's detailed propos- 
als by a working party chaired 
by Chris Swinson, of accoun- 
tants BDO Slay Hayward, fol- 
lowed the announcement in 
April of the intention to estab- 
lish an organisation that would 
be independent of the accoun- 
tancy profession. 

The working parly was drawn 
from all six bodies that form the 
Consultative Committee of Ac- 
countancy Bodies. But the 
Chartered Institute of Man- 
agement Accountants, which 
last year was in merger talks 
with the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants, made dear it had 
reservations about the plans. 

It particularly wants the Au- 
diting Practices Board, the body 


that sets standards for auditors, 
to be given greater indepen- 
dence by being placed alongside 
the Accounting Standards 
Board under the Financial Re- 
porting Council rather than 
within the ambit of the new re- 
view board. But it also shares 
some reservations expressed 
by senior members of the pro- 
fession about the extent to 
which the plans would amount 
to dear independent regulation. 

The review board's objectives 
would be to ensure that the sys- 
tems of regulation and discipline 
within the profession serve the 
public interest by maintaining the 
standards of work by profes- 
sional accountants and to criti- 
cise what has been done and 
make recommendations for im- 
provement where necessary. 


S-. 


This aaiertis«:neTU i* issued in compliance with the requirements of the London Stock Exchange 
Limited r London Steel. Exchange i Application has been made ro the London Stock Exchange for 
the u-hi'le of the ordinary share capital of Healthcare Reform Investment Trust PLC ("the Company' l 
:n issue immediate!;, followin’ the Placing ro be admitted to the Official List It is emphasised that 
this advertisement docs not constitute an offer or invitation to any person to subscribe lor or to 
purchase securities it is expected that dealings in the ordinary shares of 25p each in the Company 
i Ordinary Shares i will commence on 22 October !>Wo 


HEALTHCARE REFORM 
INVESTMENT TRUST PLC 

iln.WcrJJcJ ir. Efijbnj and WjLi mill vjtsimJ no 32595 57 i 


Placing 

ol up to 25 million ordinary shares at JOOp per Share 

Sponsored by 

HSBC james Capel 

and 

Rauscher Pierce & Clark Limited 


Stare Capital Immediately Following the Placing 


Authorised 

Nominal N amber 

£7 '■'00000 30 000 000 ordinal) shares of 25p each 

i'i *..«<ninc thi- issue c: - s million crtJi.ury shares under lhe Placing 


bsMd and faHy pakK'l 
Nominal Number 

£6250000 25,000000 


Copies ol the listing particulars relating to the Company have been published and may be obtained 
during normal business hours on any weekday (Saturday and public holidays excepted) from the 
Company .Announcements Office or the London Steel Exchange. Capel Court entrance, off 
Bartholomew Lane. London EC2 liar collection onlyl from the date of this notice up to and including 
1* October and from the dale ol this notice up to and including 22 October IWG. from 


HSBC lames Capel 
Thames Exchange 
10 Queen Street Mace 
London EC4R 1BL 


Rauscher Pierce & Clark Limited 
56 Green Street 
London UIY 3RH 


II Otirfeur 


tion purposes: land would not 
be subject to depredation, 
buildings would have a long life, 
and general fittings would have 
a much shorter life. 

In its consideration of the 
“initial measurement” of assets, 
the document envisages a con- 
tinuation of the practice of 
measuring a tangible fixed as- 
set initially at its cost and writ- 
ing it down where necessary to 


its recoverable amount It ar- 
gues that the unclear position 
on the capitalisation of interest 
should be resolved and that cap- 
italisation either be mandatory 
or prohibited. The ASB invites 
comments on which approach 
should be adopted by the close 
of the consultation period on 17 
January 1997. 

On valuation, the ASB pro- 
poses that companies that reval- 


ue properties should have to un- 
dergo a full external valuation 
at least every live years, with in- 
terim valuations, involving less 
work, in the intervening years. 

The fourth area covered by 
the document is investment 
properties. These are exempt 
from depredation, and the ASB 
accepts that as they play a fun- 
damentally different role they 
should continue to be exempt 
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Damon Hfff poses at Marbte Arch, central London, yesterday to enjoy the attention brought by his world championship success 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Hill wallows in public recognition 


The last lap was the best of all 
bringing hem back home to the 
embrace of his family and many 
of the Ians who jumped on board 
somewhere along the way. 

Damon Hill was in London 
again, loving every minute of iL 
the wider impact of his world 
championship triumph begin- 
ning to seep through the eu- 
phoria that had accompanied 
him from Japan. 

This was essentially pay-back 
time to the sponsors, another 
barrage of questions, no doubt 
the same questions that had 
beaten his eardrums and rattled 
his brain cells ever since Sun- 
day's victory at Suzuica. And yet 
it was probably all the sweeter 
for an element of surprise, an 
unlikely encounter with the ti- 


tle-winner for a couple of hun- 
dred folk otherwise going about 
their day: a mother and daugh- 
ter down from Scotland, jump* 
ing off their bus because they 
saw his car, yes, the Willi ams- 
Renault, parked at Marble 
Arch: the German who made it 
known be was a Michael Schu- 
macher supporter but seemed 
content to oe there anyway. 

Here was the final vindica- 
tion, the public acclaim and 
recognition. The young man 
who had fizzed around the 
streets of the capital as a 
despatch rider, funding his rac- 
ing ambition and seeking new 
sponsor s, was now the 36-year- 
old world champion, perched at 
the peak of his career. 

Relief was evident in every 


A champion finally has the chance to revel 
In his success. Derick Allsop reports 


smile, every joke, every re- 
sponse. There was just a bint of 
aside-swipe at Williams, for hav- 
ing discarded him as be stood at 
the threshold of title success. But 
there was also due acknowl- 
edgment of the expertise and 
even-handedness of Formula 
One’s premier team. And there 
was a balanced, realistic con- 
sideration of his possibilities 
next season, as No 1 driver for 
the TWR Arrows team. 

“Tm still flying. I haven't come 
down yet I'm coming down in 
layers, day by day. Somebody 
showed me a copy of this week’s 
Auiosport. I've been reading it all 


my life and I've been creeping 
through the p ages during my ca- 
reer. Now it says Tm champion 
cm the front, and it’s fantastic: I 
think IH get this copy framed." 

That is what it means. 

He was reminded of his days 
as a despatch rider. “I always 
had the intention of getting off 
bikes, even though I loved iL It 
was always part of my plan to 
go racing." 

The realisation that the 
championship might beckon 
came to him when he was pro- 
moted from test driver by 
Williams, four years ago. “The 
moment Nigel Mansell left I was 


pushing like mad. I tho ugh t Tm 
on my way here.' " 

Williams discarding him for 
1997 “wasn’t quite tire pat on die 
back Td been expecting. But I re- 
ally had the rug pulled from un- 
der me, but the only thing that 
concerned me this year was the 
championship and I decided I'd 
rather go away with something." 

That resolve armed him 
against those who questioned his 
ability. He said: “It's part of the 
business, being sniped at But all 
the reports have been jolly nice 
since Sunday. It’s in the record 
books, it's there for ever.” 

He had done, he felt, as 
much as be could, even in the 
best car, winning half the races. 
The only way to top this was to 
go one better, but no, he was not 


in competition with his late fa- 
ther, Graham, who won the 
championship in 1962 and 1968. 
“He died 21 years ago and I long 
since handled that emotion.” 

A second championship has 
to be a long-term project, any- 
way. If he helps make Arrows 
a competitive team next season, 
he will have achieved perhaps 
as much as he has this year. “I 
take the challenge next year that 
is defined by whatever the re- 
ality is,” he said. 

And now he really was fin- 
ished. He was off for a break, 
away from the cockpit, to relive 
the season, to see a tape of that 
Japanese Grand Prix, and sim- 
ply wallow in motor racing's ul- 
timate glory. And no, that can 
never be taken away. 


Elder Iro fires 
Kiwis’ heart 


Rugby. Leagro 


DAVE HADRELD 
reports from Auckland 

You . could have Kit: handsome 
odds a couple of years ago on 
Tony Ira's rest career carrying 
on longer than that of his infi- 
nitely more glamorous younger 
brother. But while Leeds' enig- 
matic Kevin Iro drifts around be- 
yond the fringes of the New 
Zealand squad, Tony will to- 
morrow night be part of a bade 
row that threatens all manner of 
problems for Great Britain in the 
first Tfest at Ericsson Stadium. 

The elder. Iro typifies the 
knack that the Kiwi. coach, 
Frank Endacott, seems to be de- 
veloping for extracting valu- 
able contributions from some 
unlikely sources. Tony certain- 
ty falls Into that unlikely cate- 
gory. He only decided to dabble 
m rugby league because he had 
travelled to England as com- 
pany for Kevin when he lookup 
a Wigan contract in 1987 that 
made him the best-paid young 
player in the game. 

In his own quiet way, Tbny es- 
tablished himself at Wigan as a 
winger, before '^oing to Australia 
and transforming into a second- 
row forward It is in the past two 
seasons, under Phil Gould's 
coaching at Sydney Gty, that the 
change win a dcflftii ball handler 
has become complete. 

“WeVe had a good side there 
which has helped me to develop 
that part of my game,” Iro says. 
“I got forced into the role in Eng- 
land during the World Cup last 
year when there were not many 
other options. Tm still learning 
what Frank wants from me.” 

Iro is already producing some 
of the best rugby of his career 
at the age of 29 and forms a po- 
tentially destructive back three 
with Steve Kearney and Tyran 
Smith, a rangy, dread locked 
runner who starts a Test for the 
first time tomorrow. 

Iro, however, knows enough 
about the En glish scene to be 
wary of predictions that New 
Zealand, following their im- 
pressive victories over Papua 
New Guinea, are going to be far 
too strong for the Lions. 

“There are a lot of blokes 
who we didn't expect to see over 
here” he admits when he scans 
the names in a withdrawal-hit. 


British party. "But they are a 
young who wDl be ptettv 
keen. It’s going to be a tot dug 
er than the papers here uiflKT” 

Great Britain will not mind 

their hosts starting the series as 

favourites. When the Kiwis 
clicked in the second half of 
their World Cup semi-final 
against Australia in October 
they showed their rich potential 
and have built utrthat promise. 

They have particular 
strengths at full-back, through 
their captain, Matthew Ridge, 
and in their two wingers, Sean 
Hoppe and Richard Barnett, 
while Grant Young and the 
substitute, Joe Vfcgana, are front 
rowers of power and vigour. . 

The other reason for the Ki- 
wis to be regarded here as a sure 
thing is that the New Zealand 
public have seen nothing from 
the tourists yet to impress them. 
The British first-choice’s failure 
to fire in their opening game in 
Auckland is far more significant 
than the second string's defeat 
in Wellington on Tuesday. 

But midweek games in N 
Zealand are a notoriously b 
guide to Test form. “The result 
in Wellington doesn’t worry us 
at all” the Great Britain coach. 
Phil Larder, said. “It’s Hke be- 
ing in a major final and your re- 
serve team losing the previous 
week. That's how relevant it is." 

As he tries to prove that con- 
tention, however. Larder does 
promote one player from that 
beaten side, the Wigan prop, 
Tferry O’Connor, who gets his 
second chance at Test level. 

“Terry came away as a first- 
choice prop and played in the 
Tfest in PNG, but he had a very 
poor game when he was partic- 
ularly badly affected by the heat 
and humidity,” said Larder. 
“He has played very well in the 
midweek side since then and I 
had virtually made up my mind 
before the Wellington match to 
bring him in. His work in attack 
and defence in that game just 
confirmed it for me." 

ftBNZEAUUOteemaBriteHIMlMl/k^ 
bx^touann# JCartars, 

Dm tCantatiuy). BMhook) tfucMarxt), Barnett 
(CumJafc Nano lAutfand). Janos iferttand); 
Vowitf (Sautn Queanstand). Bn lAucWanfl. Pon- . 
0a {Cortwral. Mbbimv lAucHnnd). bo fSwtetf I 

burn EBs, Va*5mn. Swan <al AuJdmn!- 
QHENT BRIDWfc Spuca (Banned): Hunto [St 
HetmsJ, RadflMH (Wigan), P awnl (Keehieyi, 
Sctevan |Sc Heteral; Harris (Warnnoanj. 
Ooddfag (Sr Heteror. Broadbant {Swfekt. Cut- 
u b i0 n u (St Hatansj. O’Cmnor (Wgwii, Batts 
(Auckland). Sudllwipa (WamjJpn). F Mel 
(Wgm). Substitutes to be oared. 


FORMULA 1 

The final scores and 


Top 50 Teams: final positions 


POS 

NAME 

TEAM POINTS 

1 

Mr Michael Roe 

DSC 

651 

2 

Mr Brian H ©worth 

Mine's Marauders 

651 

3 

Mr Daniel Grenham 

Dan's Reckless Racers 

651 

4 

Mr Janies Uddlard 

Formula Fantastic 

651 

5 

Mr Adrian Kennedy 

A K Racing Team A 

651 

6 

Mr D Donaghy 

Drive Blind 

651 

7 

Mr Michael Crisp 

Crisp One 

651 

8 

Mr David Rickard 

Herb’s Flyers 

651 

9 

Mr R Britten 

Petrol Heads 

651 

10 

Mr Glen Richardson 

Equnox 

651 

11 

Mr Ivan Bjltrie 

Bilbie Racing 

651 

12 

Mr Preston Allen 

Red Rose Racing 

651 

13 

MrK Lucas 

EMuJetha 

651 

14 

Ms S Crofman 

Farrahs 

651 

15 

Mr Kaz Yokoya 

God’s Son 

651 

l« 

Mr Tony Spratc 

I'm Alright Jacques 

651 

17 

Mr N Yousus 

Players One 

651 

18 

Mr Julian Harvey 

Harvey 

651 

19 

Mr R Ph casey 

They Who Dare 

651 

20 

Mr Stephen Kerr 

Used Rubber 

651 

21 

Mr Chris Lewis 

Sinckley Formula 1 

651 

22 

Mr Jim Bisland 

B island's Bangers 

651 

23 

Mr Simon Ward 

Ward's Wonders 

651 

24 

Mr James Everett 

The Forty One’ers 

651 

25 

Mr Chuck Warlord 

Speed Buggy 

651 

26 

Mr Paul Beckett 

Jumpin’ Jades 

651 

27 

Mr Jeremy Lloyd 

Geeezarl 

651 

28 

Mr Michael Ohajuru 

Peanjurec 

651 

29 

Mr Gordon Thornton 

Gordy's GTs 

651 

30 

MrJ Barnsley 

The Dare Devils 

651 

31 

Mr Dhaliddou 

Bourbon 

651 

32 

Mrs C Powell 

Dream Machines 

651 

33 

Mr Mike Wells 

Bino One 

651 

34 

Mr Charles Rowe 

Charlie's Choke 

651 

35 

Mr E Morgan 

MaddtsortS 

651 

36 

Mr Owen Sherboume 

Sherbie’s Stars 

649 

37 

Mr John Gallagher 

Johnny Five's Super Team 649 

38 

Mr C Carvill 

Catch Me One 

649 

39 

Mr M Doonan 

French Flyers 

649 

40 

Mr Antony Panacid es 

Tony's Omega One 

649 

41 

Mr Paul Gold 

Tamar Racing 

649 

42 

Mr Michael Armour 

Southern Sharia 3 

649 

43 

MrChrysosbalis 

GRI 

649 

44 

Mr John Parker 

Refiant 

649 

45 

Mr Tim Howell 

Pippa's Pole Positioners 

649 

46 

Mr A Hardy 

Nice One Tyrrell 

649 

47 

Ms Nicola Rogers 

The Pits 

649 

48 

MrK West 

Kwest International 

649 

49 

Mr Peter Greening 

MurrayfMd Machines 

649 

50 

Mr Scott Tankard 

H ubben 

649 


T oday we publish the final 
scores and results in The In- 
dependent and FI Racing 
Formula 1 Dream Team game. We 
are also announcing the winner of 
our Japanese Grand Prix prize and 
our 1996 grand prix champion 
Dream Team manager. 

Listed on the right you will find 
the points scored For the Japanese 
Grand Prix, plus the overall points 
for the 1996 grand prix season. List- 
ed on the left are the final lop 50 
Dream Teams after the 1996 grand 
prix championship season. 

Final Dream Team positions 
have been allocated according to 
the Rules and details on how to en- 
ter. Therefore the winner is the en- 
trant who has the highest number 
of points at the end of the grand 
prix season. In the event of a tie, 
the tie-breaker is taken into ac- 
count. When registering your 
Dream Tfeam at the beginning of 
the season, you were asked to pre- 
dict the number of points that this 
year's champion would notch up 
over the year. The nearest figure 
to the champion’s points wins. In 
the event of a further tie, the en- 
trant that registered first wins. 

Season Summary 

Among all the hoopla surround- 
ing Damon Hill's victory at Suzu- 
ka, spare a thought for Mika 
Haldane n. Almost exactly a year 
ago he lay in a coma in an Aus- 
tralian hospital. Now he was back 
to his bov-racer best, slugging h out 
with the' world champion and the 
worid-charapion-elect and sharing 
the podium with them both. Dri- 
ver of the Day, and as brave as ever. 

But by every measure, the 
Driver of the Season is also the 
world champion. Damon Hill. 
Naturally, in Dream Team terms, 
he was also lop dog. with a mag- 
nificent total of 352 points. 

Managers who snapped him 
up for £23 million at the start of 
the season will consider it mono' 
well spent: by way of comparison, 
the other £23m-raicd driver, Jean 
Alesi, scored 140 Dream Team 
points fewer than Hill, and capped 
his miserable season by destroy- 
ing his Benetton at the first 
comer in Suzuka. 

■. 'ifc*RK 

QB9T 


m i: 



DREAM TEAM 

results 



R A C I N G 


Grand Prix Shopping List 



Damon HUI celebrates ids victory at the Japanese Grand Prix 


Jacques Villeneuve, whose 
hopes of a debut title disappeared 
along with his right rear wheel on 
Sunday, was outstanding value 
for £18m - he will not be so cheap 
□ext year, when he is sure to start 
favourite for the title. 

Besl value among the min- 
nows were surety the Ligiur pair 


19M GRAND PRIX CHAMPION DREAM TEAM MANAGER 

Congratulations to our winner Micbael Roe from Slough, Berkshire 
and his team DSC Michael was one of 35 people in joint 1st place, 
but he clinched our top prize by being the only first placed entrant 
who correctly predicted the number of points that this year’s 
champion would notch up over the year. The champion is of course 
Damon Hill who scored 97 points. 

Michael's prize is a drive in a 650bhp Formula 1 car. He will be flown 
to the AGS team's training school in the South of France which spe- 
cialises in Formula One courses, and will be provided with all the 
racewear and instruction necessary for a day out driving Formula 
One and other single scat cars. 

JAPANESE GRAND PRIX PRIZE WINNER 

Congratulations to Ashley Kendal! from King's Lynn. Norfolk and 
his team Ronnie’s Beard He and a friend have won a day out 
testing with the Tyrrell Formula One team at Silvenstone. 



POINTS SCORED 


CHASSIS 



£23*n ^ 

3D Hill 24 fBp l 

4 G Berger 18 ES 

5 D Coufthard 0 . jjjEl 

7 J Villeneuve 14 ilSI 

8 M Hakkinen 21 

£10m ~ 

11 R Barricheilo 7 

£6m 




41 Williams ^ 18 

42 Ferrari 15 JBi!l 

43 McLare n 14 FUEl 

44 Sauber 11 WEi 




£10m 





GpiiCj. . 



14 P Lamy 6 BUlI 

15 P Dlnlz -4 TB! 


£3n> 

£lm kS|9| 


17 J Verstappen G ■tul 

£3m 


of Pedro Diniz and Olivier Panis, 
both available at £4m and 
contributing 61 and 103 points 
respectively. Crummy value at 
the same price -and HUI fans take 
note - was the leading driver of 
the Arrows team, Jos Verslappen, 
who amassed a feeble 10 points 
all season. 


|20 R Rosset 1 

£2m 

23 y^Sospiri __ O ^ 

25 F Lagonce 

27T!noue 0 Kl 

28 M Blundell O 



' mm 


£6m | 



j 38 G Tarquinj ^ ^ ^ 


For our ift 
helpline simply pf 
call:0L275 
‘ 344183' 
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sport 


Shaamit’s track career Cecil can have 

faith in Bishop 


ended by tendon 

%adgg 


GREG WOOD 


SSSga SH3SK 

asassiasj? j?« 


jCTfour-year-okL His best per- ons* and for ten the news was 
tormanee after the premier paitiailaiiypamfaL“Iamveiy 
was mteislimg third to upset, and now we have got to 
re-dfaa.-ta.ur.-* 



t was ex- 


said. “The injury is not so bad 
and Tm sure a Jot of time will 

one it, but you can’t afford to 

mice Stans after Epsom, but v ^akeaycarce with a horse lie 

that hope too was dashed yes- Shaa^ ^ ^® , ^t JSSUC ha pity because I 

terdwwhenhwas^^S SIS * e “i®* f«JaD along he would get bet- 
that william HagB^aStw 2 °““ d , ^ career - ter as he gadder, and ntHme 

beenreti^Sftl^Sof^ that a ^received in wvD see tEat now ” 

injury sustained in the Pri» d? have caused Stud plans for Shaamit have 

SSSE? 5 ® ffASSSSBffJK 

. Shnaritwaso^^^ SrtKSfiHSi. 

ment Ltd, said yesterday. “He mare, so as weH as being a horse 

^ * fc “ " of exceolkmal eood looh and 


* AAJUUipuC d* U 

champ earlier this month. 

Shaarmt was only the third 
horse this century to win the 
Derby on his seasonal debut, 
ftnd while that immense 
promise was not fuUy realised 

latpr rn rh-> cm-m. tt , , 


r;-*r j-«.i«day. He mare, so as well as being a horse 

1135 teen retired after injuring of exceptional good looks An d 

promise was not fiilhr re»ik*d * ^ confbimatfon,be isacom^ete 

Jater in the sea>am hL<™^ Unlike some of his New- outcross to Northern Dancer, 

long insistedthaL ^rket nei^ilxnirs, Haggas’s His performances as a tirree- 

Mtoto he would t small string is not year-old are all the more mer- 

iar bet- riddled with potential cfcampi- itnriwK w hen ye* 1 i w w j Hq 1 t to w 


much 
peeled of] 

Shaamxt is the sixth Deity 
warner m the last 20 years to be 
retired without winning anoth' 
er race. His fixml career record 
shows six outings and just two 
'successes - he won the second 
of bis two races as a Juvenile - 

but the form of bis Derby vic- 
tory has looked much stronger 
since Shantou, third at Epsom, 
won the St Leger at Doncaster 
last month. 

. For all the talk of the Clas- 
sic's decline in recent years, 
nothing excites thoroughbred 
breeders quite like a Derby 
winner. 

We can only hope that, un- 
like every other Epsom winner 

td'tfae 1990s, Shaamit win be al- 
lowed to improve the breed in 
Britain, not Japan. 


What, Henry Cecil must be 
wondering this moniing, is the 
point of training almost 200 
horses when you cannot find 
even one to take on yom biggest 
rival in a Group Two event half 
a mile down the road? 

As his struggle with the 


crs’ title moves towards its di- 
max. Cecil can odfywolch today 
as Charrtwood forest sets out. 
to extend GodoJphin’S lead in 
the championship in the Chal- 
lenge Stakes at ifcwmaikel. 

Charnwood forest is not far 
behind the veiy best in Europe 
over a mile, out today's drop 
bade to seven fudoogs is not cer- 
tain to suit him. Lucayan Prince, 
by contrast, is ideally suited by 
this distance, but may not gat the 
fast pac e he requires, which 
leaves BISHOP OF CASHEL 
(nap, 3.40) as the likely winner. 
James Rmshawe’s colt was a fit- 

ile jra ppnmtiiig at 1 rtngrinmip 


last time, hot the form of his pre- 
vious victoiy ax Doncaster gives 
him an outstanding chance. 

The day’s roost valuable race 
is the fierccly-cCn tested Ttoo- 
Ycar-Old Trophy at Redcar, 
which tends to give smaller 
yards a fair crack of the whip 
against their better-known rivals. 
That could be the case again to- 
day, for while Jhari (David 
Lodcr) and Much Commended 
(Geoff Wragg) go to post with 
good chances, Brian Meehan's 
Tombs (next best 2.55) should 
have the beating of both. 

Back at Newmarket, there 
are any number of possible 
winners in the 12-furkmg rated 
stakes, with Dear life (235) just 
preferred to Pojydamus and 
Zaralaska. Daring Flight (3.10) 
will be the value against Amyas 
in the nursery, but ibe final tele- 
vised handicap is poor and one 
to avoid. 

Greg Wood 


NEWMARKET 


li35: WBOie Canquer’s fifth in a hot 
at iast time makes 
. — . c u lt to oppose. Reg Ake- 
ntnsrt six-year-old had most of to- 
day’s field behind him that day 
including POLYDAMAS, who trafied 
in 16th. But that was the Michael 
Stoute-trained colt's first nm s mcr 
May and he showed si gnificant im- 


HYPERION’S! 




C/> 


prevement to finish second at Ascot 
last week. F 


t week. Revenge is on the ranri^ 

I CQQ 

3.10: Bany HiDs has succeeded in 


running up a fine sequence of wins 
with Nigblmd, and AMkAS, another 
progreaave juvenile from his yard, 
can continue the good work. A 71b 
penalty should not sup this colL 


3 Mr. Haffic problems prevented 

cot!r«moiith and he^Bbefsacked 
here to gain compensation. Ibd^ 
sirmligr field should Wp Dzijd 
Lode's call, who seeds to be held 
up far * fcue nm. He will certainly 
need to be at his best, tbomjh. to 
catch CHARNWOOD FORESCTte 
Godoipbin four- 5 car-dId is probably 
best at a mile but still has the class 
to take this Group IW event. 

CQQ 

4J5: A race that Jocks best left dare 
far betting purposes. Hardy Ducer 


wonkl have a great chance on eady 
season ftam but has been oat of sons 
reoentW.NoClkliei has been in fine 
. form of tote, but has been unable to 

f stlus head m frost when irmailcis. 

erba p s the value lies with 
SBmSlWlPnYwbohaspa&nned 
req»aab)y in a couple cThancficaps 


more canqsetitive iM« cme. 


REDCAR 

2^5: Heavy backing can be antici- 
pated for MUCH COMMENDED. 
Tins tightly weighted filly won nice- 
ly at Nottingham last tune, but it 


would be unwise to take too shon a 
price in such a bag field. More at- 
tractive odds should be available cm 
BLANE WATER, a dose-up shah in 
a dossier ace than this two weeks 
ago. James Faoshawe's % may 
also be better draws. Among those 
drawn an the far side, Itomba seems 
certain to be in the shake-up. 
□QQ 

3L2& The Eemsbawe stable runs Dt- 
laaar, who faded in the closing 
sages in a 10-furlong race at 
Yamiouth last time and could be ide- 


ally suited by this distance. Prefer- 
ence. though, is far QUILLING, a 
couxse winner on this track. He failed 
to get into the hunt in a seven-fur- 
long contest at Yorit on Sanmfay, but 
this genuine faur-year-okl should be 
a tougher propo siti on over this mile. 

c m 

L55: MESHHED. the filly wbn tn- 

CTbu intended debut at Newbury, 
is dearly temperamental hut may be 
the best option aganstthe John Gos- 
deu-inrined newcomer Amaryllis. 


12,35 


130 Desert Shot 
2 jOO Aficionado 
235 Potydamas 
3JL0 AM\AS (nap) 


HYPSHON 

340 Charnwood Forest 
4JL5 Serencfiplty 
4J50 Catchabte 


GOING: Good co Firm. 

STALLS: FWraide. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Elghuhand coun« wHhlm 2f atraigta (Bfln4qr Mile coiBae). 
■RacecoaaelssotiiJvwaorioi«nenAI3l}LBiHEiA&euiNemniifcBti>BNvBatlon(senH] 
by London, Eng's Crose). ADMISSION: Oab5J4 (IB ta2tw*poidsJfl); GmubtodA 
Paddock ilO flB to Ztou-tMt X5k Shw EtagSa CAS PAKK: Itonbea XI ; reminder 
(reft. 


HUNTER PRICE RUUNERSHP RATH) STAKES 
(CLASS B HANDICAP] £12^00 added 4f 
aauoo soNOFSHupsnoraqn (WnOMwo<i9BM(idJDuAv697 
SA2O0 2MMASM(UMD)HlnBdaSlUtLOmmi59a 


3 4-02214 BISHOP OF CMSWL (UMn (OnekyPaniSUSJ FandWH 49 0 l- 


BHuylA 
LOaiMl 

2 UU 0 NMB«W8TORrpR>Wma^QuiWdLimttMreaon3813 WRhUmU 


2UBU IIEWtl>CCU)(CmLB4fHlMniileWldn)McJCeBl3811 
053106 MYSnCWi.(4O)mMsSLWhWw«t]B)Ww)0d58U). 


002115 WUEC»NQtHezqa]}6l8yaoUTPMRMa<ust487 
I{»ffaacaWP0M487. 


UW202 TCDBMMM<a0tnWreChaadEut)dMSk)uM4B7 


ttim SH4H‘OFUOHr(42fl)(D)(IhBQaeenJlxwIHlrtnflDn487. 
001D50 JviaanrmDuaMH0Rt«iinen4BT 
215050 1MEMlB0qBtWdMBns38O 



400115 TROON (S9) (SQIOakCaHO RueHa^H) (Nat 690 

321252 UJanN FHMCE (IS) (C) 0>) aF) (Ue^BT Snjd) D Luda 3 8 12 

101810 NUIR FHNCE (21) (CO) (Us Dran Stamm) M iann 3 B £2. 


7 43001* MV BMHCH (2tm W MM: Sndl BHfc389_ 


8 106103 THSUnDIUphiminnmsIurSBdNGRAaniSSS 


T Qntao 2 124 


■ LEADING TSAINEBS wrra KDNNEBft H CecO — AB vbmoa ban 28S immea 

gives ■ success mUo of 22U>% n&d a law to B&l lrad state of £13.08; E Harmon — 61 
wi nn ers. 304 rumen, 12-Ztt, ^£124-20; B HIDs — 37 winnen, 304 rmtaea, - 
L CmMBl — 35 winnen. 2S® nmners, 1 1JMS, -il80J4. 

M WAMNG JOCKEW: PM Eddery— 121 winners, 646 ddes, 22^«, -AI8G6; I Dot- 
iM — 78 wtarwa, 646 rides, 14396, -A14IU8; W Cmam — GG wtenea, 498 rides, 
1 C] %, -£77.97; WXSwlnbum — M wtanftR, 378 rides, I4^H,-SS3^7. 
BUNXESED TOST THIB: JHh Woo A Mm OfResm fiLOO); OefBald &mfc fvi- 
wrv d. 2.00); MyiU am (vt mred. 13S). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE K0NNBR8: 8«c*rn Of Affda f3J0) sem; 200 miles IvJBethd from 
FSdtflehani, N Rats; BsUbeirJtab 0L1Q) sent 300 mflestf M Johnston tan IfflckSetuni, 
N Tods; Ssdrooe «i0) sqa 3 00 afles ly P 


-Udsdnd- 

We COngur, Rbntas 8 ftydMs 8tt Oh 

SUM or ttre A M utatr & 56. IMs Mb 7u 1 /to. 

BEJTWtt 4-1 Pofrdssas.MXritMlBtaij.Dsir IBs. 54 IWs rapper, llf27»rBlB«la.g-L Son 

Of Step &DI, 13-1 Amiss, 14-1 Mystic HM, 16-1 ShM of Up*, 20-loflMWs. 

Ifl9& MdedMUni»38 9 JFHd 10-1 VftShentDnGDdM^i)™ 

POMIGUDE 

Sotk of these are November HorxScap poshes, but B» wxa goes to ZARALASKA, pro- 
0C«he a6 a ttaunyaer-akr and walpaBd vrim oe>y dwnoa of mnning Mst year's RwbI As- 
cot fomi (Beasborau^i HandcaiO wMi Sm Of Shsq> 6ta^ being 38> bstmr tor a neck. Pat 
Qldaiy often ipnBlfieialontodtM.trldv Son OfStwp SIM a peat ride, but ZantashB^eped 
just wal enootfi in an Ascot hanScap Mr merth OMfioB ate being ha«% placed on the 
name turn) to idnuthecoiAl bs s (Mum proposition MhlMc nasdad mco behind Nm. 
He has sfiowi tie stays 12 ftatangs «S and ha can mfcotyy shine owr farther. There ore 
dangen dgnt down th# coknm ml Mh Conc^sr. Mb of 20 in that Meet nandcap Ian 
month, cane out bettor man Ronta (Bth), At Ubarfy (960, AnUauttaqr (14m), Son 
OTSharp Shot {1580 and Mydaa*aaC16lh),a«««0ssl7tr)-oiacadZaraiBika. But It was 
such a convetliw handicap thsajoctayorriy had In tato things eew, or rui Wd bed kick; 
to a iBlaUMyrticrTdlBwnce to gam a mWeotflrig placing bm the ponMny of Arabtan Ssa- 


BEmNO: 7-4 Lnoqea Pltoca: 2-1 Cbmood ForasL 3-1 BWnfi Of CaitMi, 104 Urthg Dq>, 12- 
1 Mr Bnaefc, an Dart* PntM. 2M PWw hta, 150-1 toon. 

1905: ibnyr (USA) 3 8 12 W CMon 13-8 (IV R fern) & ran 
FORM 8U0E 

p» handsome Ctasmmod Forest has nm only Hue limes tm year, Out has Bwn morng it 
wttti the besL He aA kwe the ptutd tf K letohs some bowe and a hard to «we, but 
BISHOP OF CASHB. has had a sb0tt^ easier ttm in compeudan and that may court to 
swnettung at this advanced Blag: 01 the year. kteaAr, an easer surface wtxM help, but ihe 
strain* here shtwld be In 03Od shape and hSvwrmgrecoid suggesshs BmoTED? an au- 
tumn lype than Charnwood Forest The 4B> ha receives s barely enough but two tortonp 
out. he cruised up to threaten Mark Of Esteem st Goodwood's Celebration Mile In Au&el 
loeayan Pitoce hes been nmng over six ftatonp ol tale but hb Jersey Stakes wrt was 
owr seven and Ns nan of toot mates Nm a Mg danger. My Bmnch in the tame in both 
her Guineas aoempts and can tewe behind a sub-standard effort at Goodwood last une 
when «Wl of tNrd-ptecedDwMlng Day in the Supreme States. 

BnlncOosc SSHOP OF CASHEL 


4JL5 


RfflLCARS LEASING HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6^00 
added lm 


C4 


1 600000 HMHir DWfCBtpB}(D)(Ato LMponlOL Moon 410 (L. 

2 003050 ffiSO>nrmp8)(ftibnDBd«|JDiriop398 

3 040000 BtOiM(18}{D)(CEBNtai)CBnBln692. 


-S«Mtaatt7 
TQsfeiaB 


' *t- iVI t N tlni ti n n r 4 i ft a rt l nr tifatignfaJxxpiBdijdgd.Pn&jearfttapnMioeEVWontfleam- 

l** w l £12jinPailiMlm2f sawn: Darby at Epsom In Augjstbt a stoddmeead and atasaiaHnay had the «y Dear 


4 046000 tt)UIOlJRSII\«M^(a^OanKsl^rio(«JPGaR»69L- 

5 ' *22604 BUOJW OUTBURST (IS) PC Ea«y5BEte»iy 69: 


-BDoytsS 

IDw3 


LUMM2 


02-6042 O Vnun J n y{ZQieonol|nidSa8edltofiuo<r5912_ 


644133 IUMD(USNP24PQtoidHmadikMttl4HCScl59S| 
603342 DEBBtrsBOfm{C9m0atoxmMIMSu«9MSnxe690 
133231 toMBidN |1B4| COI WCMotawifOWW C3 tottS9(f 
I 130430 WWCE0FMfHBW{12){6JHMa9BHto39O^Mi 


2-8100 MniXI»UKCt»|<RESBWSdPa«nilB4«Bm381 
14 SBBHnnUHl 0«IW1 «<«»»*« H CBN 389- 
21 SHBMCIX^mUJMMdPHaitoraSB- 
1 - W««aM»p48)OLDlte3rt4tt**V380. 

' ' -Sdsdi ' 

BETTIN& 5-2 Hodd, 3-1 OWrtary, 7-2 Dsswt Shot 4-1 1 
12-1 others. _- 

1996: Bal Hataur 4 9 0 PK BMay 62 |H Cee# 9 nn 



IDs fa* and a half lengths adrtft when tandng a 0406 grade Yore handtoap. Dev tBb n 
held atflte wel^tts amt mere is mom 'rarest &i H«Oe MS {ggod Newbuy winner In JuM 
given OnTGw Harwood hasagwd underetandblgofwtw b Tequtad throu^i Bater Offer. 
: ZARALASKA 


B 006222 »CUCTOpO»mm(»adiaelHWartGLnw3B13_ 
7 506264 CHNUCHNW (BO) WChn te^flRHsnui 3813. 


8 560560 OQUJ0ITOUCHflJS4}{2B)tt5(P)|Ms!*a&jdky1DCCB0We484.- 


-Pat Sfetey 5 B 

.^JtHnpwsl 



9 060000 DQVEE(Ul(CD)(D1iiiWi)CBireM7710- 


-SSsndn9 
I Lose 4 




BQUTY fWANCIAL COUEUT10NS5BLLMG STAKES (CLASS 
E) £6£0O added 2YO 7f 
153030 m— i H Wiriumn gw n em i«h n»iiwiisiiniirni>3'T rMrmsniTB 

330306 *HOO(l4l>OP3HWIiOliriy ,-jB S!>iB'ld 1, w* 1, bi0*!n811 StoM^U 

53060 B«niE8«Jroj2ajNAWs0w8lilCMSgen811 LOntodU 

0030 CHMMaC1tM5rp6)nilsBoiKk)OinS^ndcfla9RHnm811 MNbtt 

00. D0U^«4HlCI«<C«BSl0tBai*tfCAlHi81J -Marts Dwfor R I* 

344600 areSHKTOERKamifadCnvtrSU to It mw P) l g 

00 BU»FW«EtM)CIBBliW«eUrtNmheaiiBll — SWtemrib* 

425621 M4RSH MAl8B0lD{ia) Untsvixd Rsdngl Ms4nltaM8U_ P tte M n ey [7)15 

0004 FiMDriMm|B3)»e^Mite«Ml»N(M«w81J 

01 


BIRDCAGE NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
E8JOOO added ZYD 6T 

0431 CRII«WC(a80D|nHltaMwi)JiteM97. 


155143 BUmsTOW HMEPP^W fllltfH 6SM fas teasel RCBe»6-fl 

81380 smtERaM>{DBa(Hi||RESan|ntePChinMteme6 1 

BB 11 Ma»n899teJMC04M09taia6(7B4 



10 600000 3MWDO (B) P? fte Serty HeM0^) P« MKhel 5 7 10 Hvtto Dwycr^lO 

-lOdMtnad- 

Mtensn "Mpic 7* 20b. 7me handtep iwtfic SMasto 6St Ub 

BOTfttt 114 Nn CIcbQt, SlSeraadpRi, 11-2 BUM Qotbvst. 13-2 Herdy Dsaoac,7-lCbnta 
OfftC, Eitfon, B-l T6#tes Rhfere, 344 Baidas Toaeh, 2M Deane, 3M SMtadm 
198& Ta*o 3 9 10 FU BBoy 3-1 IN Catajhan) 20 bbi 


020132 


HW ( 12 ) n on) u C snev R Hnrei B 5 - 


-MBMnyB 


0 nwBEJOBDNtBIECadeOlCiinpbdlBll- 


414300 PHfiaSS OF ffiWIS C9)(D) (A S ffafl B Marfan 8 11 
0 S4ITS \ER MMtpflO M» L J Was S w*ams 8 11 
56 SSKISESI0HBIf(16)(IWl«tOS«MBBa811 


00 SHBTVWSHWItiatChniBptaWttflDM^^ 


SWyWUm>OMB«(QiniMH0U«lJlMdiBM)l7to811 
004616 VK3UIWS 0HE4M ^ [tecUrtennsnlM Ch»iw8 11 
000 VIBIBIIW{H)IMaGlto4awH3BlJMO«MiaiBll 
044 WW1HB4U£ 90T {13) tta HoigSl) R HamiBll _. 

0 WltOHAftOCHE (3^ (EfnfeteW?®ia)^HMw811 
ZOMIO (& Gengd R Hnnr 8 U 



440 DU8niUGHr(DSN(!7)IHsqhDelhiWlMMIldifHinSn8toB^ i.DMtodU 

- 21 K«mOB(!mBthaw0WHqeB92 — RHvtfnsU 

503530 UMOnHMnWHPcreortlpMCNnviBl ; — ; TQtenU 

08203 PGELAtK(46)USGUtt«B>a«an813-^ &DqtoS 

4305 WaatMIWe(|K*)GQMteiumNIHIBsn)MJali«Dn813 NUMBS 


603 8WBMie»M0CSni4MIBn>e8H. 


033232 FEKEDMBBI)E{23)(Bfi||8MElMIBBU8CDH]SrBll. 

5040 BROU0H1WWBBOB{54) (BwjjBxlIhaoMtattoBorfl WMb**on85 — M Mtp)3 

000132 sntEDNCaniUsCAHodaesIRMiiBtorSS AOnhlf 

410624 JOe OML p2) BayNnRHllbaBil) l*ilCw482 .. MU i DwMB) 5 


I GUIDE 

BlAlANr OUTBURST flndsihis Dtp the absolute irentaum but aosuNuciiy' not to be near- 
ertten fourth In e Mptton rnsXJen over the tnp last dme and and me to Bom ihspaced 
In Chesrar handcap (eoanded sewn tortonas) the time before. He a a Mde less esposed 
then most of these, could be on e tatr me* and has Bartoe Detton to pw him a new out- 
loofc on Bte.lbq)pre* H to lsts las been a Offla lea cansstsn: of hne but «e seventh of 
24 In e decent event at Asc« tew ifeno, wMe Handy Drewar has every chance on Ns torn 
In the fim half of the season. No CMm n «t pod heart, but has finished second in me 
fcstttiiaeaudnp. 

SetecUnc BLATANT OUTBURST 


Abroad* 10 
18 
(1)13 


80S RErenHOFteMfiSa C9*4fl AmnDaUasO J BWial 81_ 

65005 r«3iaBffm8AlCE6nnteCB«BliBl 

■ 000 IMHBU(13)(M4nanBFtoB)WMdir713 

-IBdactoM- 

BQllto 3-1 Aagaa, S-l Shaqi Hat, 8-1 BtoSafba Have, Style Itoacar, 12-1 CqhBM^ FM k 
Itoe, 14-1 others. 

1966: Luw MR 2 8 7 R HBOo 4-1 {Miqn MeadN 38 on 


4 -gQ| HFOH^fEHTONMAPEM STAKES (CLASS P) £91000 added 


Jfoodyaan(s21 
Jf 0 ay 20 


__RHtfiesC 

_SDnvne22 


64O.DH0WB(2C "^SSl 

0 OflBIO«8«e{«()toJAAjid)4DThnniB6_ 0WU44 

npwn .airmen) (M b mnev^ 


00 WONBCMTH p5) VeTfa DrrRacicfl T J NVMffin 8 6- 


M Roberta 13 B 

A CMS 

(7)28 


AbnASwensaeaslyMrenhstDoka York nusay las bme. Michael Hkbm0it Nm Don 
ast to Ite and wnmaidnganam h a nsssed tug on me reins at Anyas begin to wade 
dees. Ha is Imjjrashgftst but this is a oompedtka race on paper and Anwos may need an 
ears furlong or so to rttSbe hte fle poanM this au&am, but It b perhaps worm rtstoig 
odds of questoMte value » side v4th Nm. Heart Throb was tekly fijtest, too. In tsteig a 
fteHtetong istgtaid maiden 13 dew ae>and Bweactoa Ht»e. partnered bya poBshad 
cWmtng rider, would have pipped Sharp Hit to second tn Sarenlt/s douma and dtotanca 
nusay 12 days bach but to being hampered over a totong out 

: AMYAS 


222202 BUB* OF H1WWE W (BB\ Rww In Mnd Panraq) M Toraptes 8 

B RJVERSS3ea«t«0SIJoo^JMaw86_ _-PPMjMBrmil 

030050 RUN R3RU502) PSadaUxteSjndraia) C Payer 56 

1995: DomeiKs 2 8 6 Den« ONBi 16-1 (R Hsvnt) V ®n 


tm 


CHALLENGE STAKES (CLASS A) (Group 2) 

£54000 added Tf 

WWBS 
— LDMMS125 
-J9IMMB108 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

B 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
34 

15 

16 
17 


6 CMRHUUpGIUWHB«MdeVlbldn)HCed90 
CRY UNI. Odd mnaodd p arepte-Hwn 9 a 
3 DUM6M (&2) (Mail QbMr) 8 Ms 9 0 
0 mOM.MFiaMteLBWUreorSMbteMTerei*iis90-. 
aunoON (tad ScaMtol P Haln 9 0 
BUBS (nqpoeraaomi Rnng Sawcss 1x0 PNetony 90 
HBHDfPHEHJUC&nett I Being 90 
0 JOtrsPWWEPflFaa Score Raca^C Hurray 90 


JMBMaryU 



fUmHLBCWMiURWSU B Ms90- 
aiwt WOOD pqecBagxr tares 1X8 NCsfahsi 90. 
BB8L BSW1E (111) 0t tonal W9I B 0 l 
KBWIS alfi MmdM MatewnJ MJsrus90. 


-AQadilB 


Jl Cochrane 8 


MYAL C8USAUE (USA) (HtfrdaB IhorouaiWHl Rrcnj Utf) IS Hagj» 9 0 — BDojtaU 

TMOBff BGOMERheDWteSneM GBatongBO SDmwe3 

XXWKMNGO (M J MU a srawn B 6 ■ Roberts 10 

RMCRIPCUiaiaBteml JPesceBS UDayS 


VMABNUORE (M> A 0 Bourn) B Hfls 8 9 . 

-171 


U 


1-212*4 attJWHOOOroBESr(19)(CX8fi4to4M)S8eeClto£tsnor494 
120110 D«BWtrawr(U)BP)8*»A«iEMWW«RBute591_ 


BEITBte: 3-1 Dembt, 7-2 CShMbia, M Oty Rte, 3IM NRanl Bfit, Hpriy fttad, 32-1 GSBis, 
14-leSNrtL 

1905: SbHrOome (UEW) 2 9 0 Rat Eddery 4-6 (H Crmfl 14 ran 



10 PBfWMJ0HeSOTAan*lfl5, 


HYPERION 

l^O Cointosser 

3J5 Southern Rid#* 4-05 Mutazz «5- 
TenayesteBgn 5JO R»d ~fel .. . 


g 540 HNGS WHHBXUBMJWtelO 

9 BReHODBEKBddBwarlOO. 

10 23 8OB»0)Pi**Tto2D°_ 

U UJNMtQMSRSButolOD. 



254811 DMmiCUUSt(7)nKBMey71011. 
54-2PCB SUn>BOriMX{M}RJudBl2100. 

-Bdedand- 


-Sdactorad 

BETTMto 5-4 Ihdaiz, S-2 tout Uommj, 51 Ihha A Ryar, 6-1 Ersperar 
Chase 8-1 


-Udactead- 

BCTTBM: 7-4 Barer fiotf Ureseod, 4-1 CoMsesw, 5-1 Baa Boradre. h> 
■Bn, 51 Mm Bay, 104 ted Wre. M4. ethare 


lOdam aetfd; lOtt Due Mndeop wafat Sfaery Mw 6*f 13®. 
BOTNfe 7-4 Daanhu, 4-1 Nh* The Ore— r, M Hantoy Shod, Bq 
the ■■ Bcy.Cto— , SMery Mm 


gOXN&Flrn- ..jisa^c 

S euUoa fire. ADUB- 

fesSSSsa?*”"” 


(IJO)jCeHrt 
CL 86 > 






rocl DONYATT SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
" igo t (CLASS 8} £2,450 added 2m If 
omsoo moms wee P5j»M Pipe 7111 D — . -aphoC wb 

2WlJUil«MCTR»W8il4118 _TDBKodMl(3] 

ta-8580 9SNSMU.niNaaB'4116 i — DMIeiWiirB 


4022 nSrG4DET(14munpB5115 
QUP9U3- MUDBNMI (197) R MR B 1011 


I'O OE I TTVHUDN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£ZfiOQ added 2m If 

1 0 S 6-221 SOtmWBBNEmmRFtetGUS-JWAHsMMDdh 

2 P- AH0nreHUBSUCXCM7)Plfc4iDfc51012-OB»taeaCn 

3 000404 nesatrcMMeaiMsPDuitodTiou phbBw 

4 IV- mCUE(BXS4)ja*aMv61D12 

5 OQOUftO 0U)MIBIR(14RBaker51012 —Dieter 


[T5E1 ISEFLO KMHNE CHALLENGE CUP NOVICE 
zzri CHASE (CLASS E) £4,200 added 2m 
UOytfs 

01OPP-1 IBtUESIHEM(7)<n)DMMs8U0 JA 


1 

2 B COOUBNHBK){15)RAbi£r 6 10 12 

3 PP050-U 8DT3U. HUD (MMMadruckfi 1012 

4 OPOOO-3 (ARKS IM. (8) p WHte 8 10 7 

-4riacfcred- 


BOTWfc 44 TsnwaiMR, 94 Bqal Bred, U late Id, 12-1 
CnetManHare 


SQM) SHAW MU- (35} B Soar SIC 10 
044P32 bB M BH8e<7)CFbptamfll05 


OQOF5 UlCtCrPOMH O (<2) WSTappac) B 104 
5 3H5D BCNrSKDUfPnaMMSUl 


byKli^fiwnEp«<muSnrTW;^«^ 


10 80434 telOSOMKWR IBB) PBoaen 9100 __ 

11 OQ640 COt8rtWDeCtytasSV®ams5M0 

12 5P660F4 SWUHOUM Off J & «h»y 6» 0 



POO- RUBSBlSUMNBtOtSO) NHMle51012. 

32 aca»cauatsp4)MP|ieeui2. 

M All SOW UP (33) R Btes 4 10 11. 

3204 AW CI« MSi lfl «RI)tti)JWWh41011-PB re |»tear 

HRJRSPBNOnrean4l013 D Meats 

MnnCI£GB8U9HteM41011 PMta 

P-2 TOWtL»Rl«n4301l Attoe*a 

06- LONCBMtlftaftUiareiOr PTtator® 


OCTOBER STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1*550 added 2 n If 

5 HQOWJQHT ESOUWOt {8^ R 5 11 Jl-T 


MRmteibT TN»< - ^ gMOm - anqS 

[Oo] 


MMnnwetfeJia- 13ASta«*aB 

get 12SL 

CTtoMAtabPS,44l8 n iiM t. M nstdPi 8 d ) M.>l to id A M. 

MtetoWU. IMSodp Vo, IMrdhem 


-M rlerterad- 

BffllttM Ite rhiwMtas, 74 Saewa Ottawa. MSeathwaRMft, 
74nmi, 84 Dtairt Ctea, IM Uadcere, 144 to Crto, 1*4 sttsre 


im 


33 (SS£S&“ 


[3B0 


LANSDOWNE CHEMICAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 added 3ra 


3 3^ 


jptfctor 


1 032-3P4 WMCBOttt&ttitoSlll^ . j** 01 ? * 

2 3UQH6 NK81WDB«»WnWTtern318--jjA i Mtea 

a 420314 nc BLUE BOY p*WPBwanBllfi hVMrerea B 

4 iBMia «a^WIW»(H}nWPi«b«llJ17-eto«awffl 


CWBiXSH IHHMUXar HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 3f 
110yds 

0U0- Hamd6QMiwrWRHBin412(L ' R 


11B.(E7)MFpe41110. 

IT7 AMDE S KnCK 5 11 < 
neVVAUfJ RFUKJ4113. 
IIIALWKM ggMip 

BffilteKW*etwse4113 O Uw re^e 

:W turner* U3 N«ftata0na[7) 

tpr 


JVSbdtay 


4113. 


1-11120 PQakMOWMir(2B)MPipa4U10 

0DU33- TWEAraa (133) (CJJ)HVW®s 53091 
A36QKQ O W CHO R CHWBMXVtanerfllO 
400023 Z9KB8Mp2)JBKtoy4101 



pqNtevtadlDH MAHtqeiaM 

JBnfey* 1012 H Wires aa 

41012 APMoOor 



1 



RACING RESULTS 


2AO:l.COUHBAia.gj Supply S4ftv;. 
x ftren tefataar OwtreKreg 


ZOntflrewrs 

ScTftfi^o. _ 

{s-sssssasss 

exeist 

ttE» . 


% £20.30. CSP. 


- 33 - 1 - IS nar 10, at 
£ 1 ^). £A3X tf.TO 
fl9XC3- IMk £38l20l 
3Ju0ca.PONQOWWBMG0FTUtyll3- 
: 8feK2.RawMart7-143.DatM8el5- 

2.7 ran. 8, S3. PjtesH 

f7.it> £240, £3.40. Oft £2120. CSft 

£12^5. 

. . a40s i. 8HAHMM P Seuitonoaft 2- 
J Uu. T_ Ih Ijrlil ttaiaddra H V Tf Ttlfi 

'£±10. £1.70. £4^0. DR £8.70; CSft , 
£732. THk £3*^0- ■ „ 

" AJfl:3LBHH0FS CASTLE tlfioBOU- 

^XCWctatdttoy MtajAlBamem- 
barVbu.7-1. 7 ran. lYOATbtoffcTO; 
*-73 0, £2.0a DP. £2-30- CSfi£fl42 


«40c X. CRACK ON (A P McCpfl 7-4 jt 

inf, 2. Out TMtinc 7-4 Jt tor, & Uttts 
H bbjtoil G4.4 rrevS. 20. (PBottn). lure 
£2J50 TdR £2.70. CSft ISA 5. 


Dft £530. CSft £19.70. Tnchtt £74.65. 

Ptaeeptte £18.70. Quhdpab £LL00. 
Pteoa & £19.75. Piece & £3.74. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Lucayan Prince 
(Ne wm a rket 3^I0Q * 
NB: Davoski 
(Newmarket 


. &M: L LAST LAUQH (A P McCotf 4-1; 

2 . Dntareniat 4-n a HydndBsa-i. a 

ran. 3-ltav Keearias. sht-M, 12. (K Bar- 
ley). Aster £460; £200, £1.70. £230. 


WETHERSir 

220: 1. LAGAN (A S Snath) 20-1; 2 
fUeoteinaiBeaiia Ptantoatlta»^ 
. 2 39 nan. 4-1 far Globe Runner (4th). 5. 
fi. (KMareO. UK £4240; £73a £33a 
£L62 Dft £14&40. CSft £17333. fax 
£103-00. 

-2filk2M0lfV4RaP(ndWdCijs45-2 
2 Commandoar 10-1: 2 Patae War vliah 
U-6ttoem.ll. 7. (Mr* S Smith), U r 
£ 344 £270, £3-30. Oft £17 JO. CSft 
£2142. 


320:2 UeSSirHQHTER (PNtatf 4-1; 
2Sretaa0H)5-22Prisfifttar6-4fiK 
8 ran. Ys 6. (MsM ftevdeiUTtota: £5^0: 


£260. £290, £250. Dft £16.10. CSf: 

£2350. THcasc £39126. 

150: 2 GENERAL COMMAND [R Dun- 
woody) 10-11 tar, 2 Qtanet 5-2; & Da 
JonUan 20-L 6 ran. 3. la (GRtottarfe). 
tote: £280t£L30,£L5Q. Dft £2da CSft 
£358- NH: Master Boston. 

4^0:1. SHARE OPTIONS (LY^vr) 8-1: 
2 Antarctic Wind 9-2; & EBrUbeeUi 3-1 
feu Ifiraa. %. ?. (TEastettf. fites £940; 
£250, £280. £2.10. Dft £1&90- CSF: 
£A7M. THa: £2220. NR: Chaney lemben. 

4-50: X PEBBLE BEACH (i Cab0renl 
5-1: Z Smart Appitncb evens lar, 3. Llt- 

tttnKtm 7-2. T rare 7. 18- tote: £5.70; 
£2-3a £L5a Dft £3.20. CSft £11150. fo- 
case £1A07. NR: Mm Robbwon. 
q u a (foot : OJB 0. Pta ca poC £50.52 
Ptacc & £4332 Pleea 5: £852 





r - -V* 


240 E^ottine 
2JD warn Dancer 
235 Blaoe Water 
335Qi^B5ig 


HYPERION 

33S Meshhed (nb) 

425 Evidence bi Chief 
5J0O Sfetg With The Band 


GOING: Good in Ffftn ■ Finn c. y^-i-vi 
STALLS: InrCf, tit impiT - i-rrnrv 

MAW ADVANTAGE: ilr?!i 5., 

■ Lea-had, tiKht rvcrv- nuh d .m,. 

HCan arbcgAH^ -iMgqwiiTi inm.Vi.i. ii-il jr .■4ajvn(Uulnyuni..'iiW u uiiWi 
JOOM AMOSSIOV iK I'anvi. 4 _- r*t lll.’ll'k it J..» 

CAXRtXKifter. 




H L EADI NG ' ntAK EkS 8 TTh KrXNEES: Mia U Snrlry -.'■.IwEoaTvlnju.iT.'ina- 

revaglwaa *««»»» r*" 1 »! 1 : 7^^rijliis l 'r;,-ail iMt-iskvi: 


rdiluTl. J B*rrj - l'i 

Ii! nuife-lB, _T, -V.. L' 


__ i w rmnkvs. l-“ . JGeadra-1,- 

9tr H f wm e tt - |~i w w T7 nui-.-. JO.r.V * ■■ • • i-« 

■ LBAIHNG JOCXOI5: S Uarlfj - Ulumnns *-»_• fries JU.;A.. K FaUrre 

.atwhemlSInd'-r. .!'«■, .s DngHrEran - ir. nw< IV.n.h- n r. n, 
40. ! i: w M jm - I ■ 

W JNECTED FI KT TIME : Hate TlVy , 1 Siti.HwrgUiTawail.lii (an.l' Drablr 
J liD o, rbm rr di. Mw droa d Cpir , \pjeiif' 

WINNEKS Di THE LAST SETTS’ D.tYX N.xe- 

MMGJKSTANCE BCTfNEES: E\1dnin- In Chief . i |.p. Inn v n: ijs ..u;,-. r-. 
t> Eiawrwh In»nv Wlnhi ■mt* . rwiry. 


(1.40 


1 43065 

2 650 

3 0500 

£ COBB 

5 203020 

6 000 

7 5653 

8 50060 

9 330 


IMr 


CIA ENTERS RATING RELATED MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
E) £4^00 added 2Y0 lm Penalty VBhM £3406 

22. ' V ' ‘VT P«k c* I JBL2; 0 II . J Cate 4 V 

PBISOlWteB (*E) |J3) LV: 1.^1.-.- r.- Hr. 1 n G OnflMd 7 
me HP jtel 1 j= livrr-Tj P. iffiy, ttvrrji 3 0 _ - A McCtaaa 3 8 

aw wc MB B) L Lc-^---c - V J i-_jr ;■ 11 _ _ . NComMbS 

SBJ9CrsOUt(BI£H2U :Sr-.f i j.t.t, t»ii . . W Ryan 8 

SmEMUPIB6),V^^-jT'^-- . ^yii- -r.-_. n, J firtim 6 

Wl iai'toin-. Vi.n-.rF.jj Jt Paitan 3 

MMBaM Bj .trr. £--i> ir<^e- y, , t'-co *. u Iren DMm 9 

BOR PM) Ol) '-JCa Vos Z Ur.- J] q R McCtea 2 

-IladMd- 

5-3 ItaDD Dm, B-l Select Star. Srea. B-l Pretm Into, Mn Up. 


: QuKy W 2 90 J Cj-T U 2 Y.‘ A f.' 




LESLIE PETCH MEMORIAL HANDICAP (CLASS D\ £5J500 
added lm Bf Penalty Value £4JL33 


1 302060 DEMOS WB» (2E| Pa. r-.r ; V OJTi . . 

2 r«CTP tMO£DOUG(27)OI>t.s.-v-VPnr 

3 3i2 3*2 70HMD«eER(9j:.r^:-.->^., •.C.--3 3 M T 

C 434011 MOUTOFtHEHUE (26) (Di Tr r : r-.-Tr^^r- A r&.-*- ' ? r 
5 000005 MY (171 iu?rfcp. 5v >; .- 1- 3 -,1 C ? 1 T J 



MU** 8-1 Ihch DMB. »4 bare Danes. 5.2 BriBabAMtae. 9-1 Danot BaaM, 3A- S lean 

tm 

MBfcTopUft .re3B5i.SKKi9-: VKfnA 4-i- 


2-55 


REDCAR TWO-YEAR-OLD TROPHY (CLASS B) 
£10QjO0O added 2YO 6f Penalty Value £57,418 


C4 


1 JH« (2B) itoCiUTi Sj??c 6J (1^:, D.xrf-0. . DR IkCrtM 22 

5556 OUT OF SIGHT (RE) (42) X> 1 «rr. B Wiw f. V . M Cmurtna 21 

6 nUUT RMCHE0 (USA) (W V. i A-TJiV P Heflin _ 8 IM 24 


24 


02Z32S MOT BATMJON (RE) (7) - ih. <R itft'k'vJVXi 5 
UCU60 a5MCNML{28) iHu. 7 0r>r--A oust.-, tow. 6 : 

111400 PIlIKDfWQVE PRE) (26) (D> Tjni 4 fct- i ' 

312 SFm»Ml(RE)ll5l(tn(Bn.iC^r>uit^».-ti:.. 

63121 IDMMdamJRGjCV'B^n-S’ 

342S10 HUIB QreS(Wjp<V,v.'i lln V Cr.i-Jir. f i, .. 

125 SONG 0F9XYE (27) ii i F t -ur- 1 ’ i Kj-7>V. 6 S _ . 
n l» BMfOD THRUST 155) Alue-ilierci J Enr.. t* 

12343b RbWDCMr (RE) (28) .V. H ftrrorJx: M 6 4 
522136 DOtBUE-J (RQ |4D) iD H Arr.afc. 5 « 

224113 MAGICAL WHS (15) (0) 'Mi L>-h Bcii R E*/. 54. 

412654 MUJO»(RQB2)p),iDCrj:— .» R Halnibiaj e 4 . . 

11534 MSMSttE (33) (CO) IM GCion. J Jnc SI.. 

415233 PELHAM (RE) (22) (D) iD A Lu-SrrJM R Hanur-. h 4 . 

3DCS DC flAY PCK{12) (G W^swi p itftvrtsi B 4 

326420 OASSKWW 02) lUre Serna; Bumsi AOBncuS: .. 

Off NOHNATOR LAD (4® U D t-onaff i B 6 1 .. 

2HB «SAB(RQ01)l^1iiX"i^iMCr^Wbl . 

16 BUNE WAIBI (USA) (IQ (Dj l CXT (Cong LM 1 1 tow-mt 7 1) . DHartoonl7 

13106 MAM1H0N MAD (82) (D) Jchn STfsttn C, Sxs iffc^jn; lc R l.rnpv ? 13. 

. . J 1 Norton 25 


. F Lynch 4 
LChanochlB 
WfareS 
. . . J furtme 15 
.. MTabbtfll 
. . JCambS 
. . MFetere6 
— GGBrtarB 
RPartarei 19 
, . J Slad: 23 V 
QtM0aU2D 
. .KFteoeU 
DereMcKeorrelT 
_ - J— CTtaM l 
-AQtereall 
. .. .JFEBreT 
. TSpntelS 
C Better 18 


021430 SNAP CRACKLE POP [BE) (3fi) (J Srwi . 7 1Z .. 

— AMcGkne 1* 


25 1 MURC0MBe)EDa3)(D);A£OrH^vnrnGm^)10 JQukalO 

26 351 OUrarePMEAWM'XViRnewHeaMxttll^^ BBwM26 

-Ifltadwad- 

BCITVlGb 2M Itaeb ConreaHlarL 7-2 Hren. 7-1 SpMteall, 8-1 Btoae Mreer. 9-1 Preod NaUva, 
30-1 Toaoba, 12-1 Oreale Pa*. M^altbrnn, Tnby Parched, 14-1 retail 
1995: Sue hs 282 Pftonren B-l IMA Jans! Mian 

FORM GUIDE 

MUCH COMHEMlEDiS one ol the Ihelejstcxpenencen runners m the. h£ told but shu 
s wen worth mnuaeraig bearmg m mmd the lea three winners o* this rare - Blue Ins. 
Maid ftorWaioig and Caoe Meiwo- were at fiftes wtw earned a low weight Much Com 
fflenderfs win in a Nattmpram mantel has wwhed out reedy, with runner up Dtafonjdj 
trotting im at Warwick on the same day mat the Nottingham tfth. Tycoon Gel. won in 
pieasmg style on the. course. From a tariuy fud of wnneis that Geofl LVraffi knows insue 
out Much Commended could end 14) needing more than sk furlong:, but sne e.tn cure- 
ly anpmc tor her fast run. Bhnre Water & another Nly witi strong ctwre m mat Uw 
comfortably beet subseauere Ascot winner. Locrangei. at Kempton and then firesned owy 
a Ien0h end a had cfl the wow. Papua. «i the Tatterals Hougmon Sutcs a Nov- 
matted 1 71). David Loder roles on Jhari. easy winner at Bewrley and d cob with paten 
tal aWrou^i last year the Loder-named Merdorf, ktxj had won just a Newcastle newton 
finished *1 nud-dtinson after starting fawm re. Magical Timas beat Tombs. Nlgrashw 
(who has a useful pul In the wetfns today) and aeomenial at Doncasror's St lege» meet 
rig and was fended to confvm tne form mtn Totnha ol Safsbwy a (ortrvgn ago. lomtu 
proved far too strong for Mrgc£l Tones (Sb Dener oft lor Iwe Icngms) and, OS hu nos had 
me buffer season, toote mare Mioly to enprovw. Spaadbafl was two and a had lengms 
beland Tomba at Safesbrsy and has no woq^tt pull, bia he m^d noi hove tx«n as clfoc 
Ova on tne soft pound dial day. setactioK MUCH COMMENDED 


STANLEY RACING HANDICAP (CLASS R) EBfiOO 
added lm Penalty Value £4,796 


C4 


052104 BOtAL REStU (US4) flffl ff>) I®) w MMiMril u Sffiuffi 3 9 ID — W Bjaw 8 

20320 DHAZAR (USAJ (») NtHkOumj J Forcto* 397 Dtentae ■ 

431010 QU8LMG (5) (C) in G fcnami K Pod 4 95. — 1 Fortune 9 


3410 BULBJTO Hfl U2) iHejrfncs'iid] S» Pirrccin j _GMHaM31 

*33066 afttR»CE(»S)CTflE5ai^Pa-^'M|aTi39: RMr(3)5 

63U3A MR1EBHf4R<n'LtattareiahltalUtaiB9.'roR4 90 HTabbottU 

440402 RAB> (9) rtmean Al Uaumre) P WaN\n 390 — — 9 MBs 2 


030062 SHU8SH VEBMCT (9) (C) fCai fi Ufcn itendll L48 Dw Snidli 9 8 9 -KFtes 7 
ODOOl ANBLRCnC STORM (122) TO iNj'tfcmtr.a InauB Lffi'i fl Fawy 3 B 7 . — GCsrtarl 

26*033 (HJ«fJkV19)PiBeraioJr*5'JSeT>980. — PFrerey[5)lD 

302461 DENSGEN (80) fC) Jarel M Pvei Det« Small 12 B 0 — Mh*»3 

13200* MURRAY'S MAZDA (RE) BQ iMunav GndOi J L Eyn: 7 7 11 O VWfeJtf (31 13 

13 00000-0 uiHUU(23i.lt3MI«»TEa>ccnC3')4T10 LQamodi« 

-l3dBtered- 


Wunun wersyrt Ts iOZ . fareenp nejjir La Ihu» 5sr 13a, 

BETTBtG: M Royal Rasrdt B-l QeKsC, 7-1 Aabrcttc Starav 8-1 Dtanr. Raed, 18-1 Ifc Tdte- 
Spaatab Yenlct, 10-1 others 
1BSS: MWwa 9 7 8 1 Cromot* 11 1 <B A Frtwt 1 1* or 
FORM (UNDE 

Master Beveled ano Drsahmed. tas and ttmt n a mile conamons race at Warwrcv last 
web. were found wanting m handicaps nmt time, so it w difficult 10 be confitfont about 
me Warwick second, RAED. Apan from mo Wonw* race, though. Rairi nos hod nist me 
attem« m a ntifo, foushne fourth of when Sevetitt-ens Lurty won at Vert. On rna: oc- 
casaon, Raed was only mrnes behind thud-pbrod Qrdhfag (who is 6B> iveme olh. vo he 
mrtJtt be the answer to this tndrv horeteap, afthouff’ OuiWnC should bo ihcrv.Tboutag.wi 
on a track mat bnn£. out the ocn m rum. Royal Result and DBa&w kwh # moufh inev 
can mete Wr presence left, and Fated To Wt is wnfly capable of boner nun ho thowd 
at Haddock, whero the soft jjound may have been acaina hon. Donsben wun at Kay 
dock last October, then followed up ihere and couW go wed nfs»n a>lii wrimug at Hov 
dock ogam three weeks ago. SatocUore RAED 


EBF MAIDEN FILLIES' STAKES (CLASS Q) ESflOO rttjT 
added 2YO 7f Penalty Vatue £3^34 Ly* 


AAUfJYUB 8RB i&wy Savticff) J Cixom S II Qltad7 

03 BAUy SOUZA IRQ (22) (Us Detail] 1 Ice 1 M tohnaor 8 II -T Wtemm 3 

BWDSAR (USA) itiarwii 4i Piv:oirr' P 8 U J Corral B 

2 MESHHED (USA) 132) ittwuui M KoKourTii B HWuiy 8 13 _ . — JIM* 2 

IMDMGHr ROMANCE 0. Fiefo A Jjres 8 1L - WRyaal 

56 NAWASBPREM54) :Pnn-o AAfasXi J tUitopS 13 T Screw 4 

E WESTERN HDUf IUSA) (41) iL'r. 3 v Ean^er P CmpteHiam 8 11 . . A Kreta (3) 5 
-7 declared - 

BTOMO: 7-4 Mertdred. 24 AowyMw 7-2 WMtan Hare, M Stay Serea. 7-X wreeir. 10-1 Nm» 
14-1 Hliiltf I RC— aw 

39M: twi Chafer 26 13 tt’th'S-i-t-l :H K 4 CaoO 12 ion 

FORM BURK 

MESHHED cou'c not aroe wsn me more ewnenctri EJcfant Warning .it Newmartri but 
sne should raw benef si ham the run and is a hair-sjsapr to Iran, who won over the 
tnp at Aseo! as a rwo-jea-oil to Ben Harbin las: year. Bally Stoua'a runranj: on third 
ID Boryttrum on Crteacr vi*. a tog improvement on her detM tin al Noniniyiain .lno ow 
s an obviaus crxnco to irate a rose of il wlh Meshhed. nlthough Mte et ani Hour nude 
he- Beten m a consonns idee ismbio One So Wbnantoi a: hemproni rathoi th.w an or- 
Cknay maiden so sne could rum out useful Selectio n : MESHHED 


4.25 


LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS F) £4,200 added lm 5f 
135yds Penalty Value £3jB05 


K2M0 PONT RHGET CtHIB (RE) (186) |T> LfXWO Cure tetnen/K 11 G Uooro 4 9 IT — 

J Fortana 11 


C36QOO RADd£ (10) Suran Agrs BdokoW: 1 I (V W5& 49 7 JftamisaBB 

103 C73 SNOW RUCON |8) (BF) G M J 06 Mfta«»2 


CC3-OCO VEEE) OUCER (ME) P^ Aiiaiy Ecm ) Duri'Jp 3 9 & KFMonB 

TS*3i CAMPRSPE (29) OG F.Tfeadi J FcGeaU -94 T Lynch (3) 12 

00K60 HOOFFWWS (RQ (9) [Setan Lcwti G Hsnooc 3 9 3 -JQtartB 

(£2150 IMnBH(US«l*nrWPafti!^ — )FE«n7 

001030 MnHKQUR£(lR(LtBBr.w2m' MW 0 0^*149 1 SeyHe MAcM (5) 13 

031001 E»DB«RCffFll«)iCi)™a^D 0-«nh3612 PHtatenlV 

10 5%DOO MSOMOO EPIC (12) (DRoioxi &on£ US 3 LVX|p\ 3 B 12. iCfiaraodi4V 


11 


56B65 MJMNAPRBCESS 119) iWer^ Ro^Paswi.X': fcU 3 6 10 

_ A Cutout 3 

12 036J60- JOE JWCCER IRQ (64ffl iLts C C ton If Hawnra 566 SIMM15 

001540 COURSE RSHNB (12) 16 D 5^Ti 5 McMahon 5 3 7 A tfcCwthy |7) 1* 


14 S232 ARCOFTWOnStORQIlOliTfieSE MPacnenJupi 9 i G Carter 10 B 

Q0C132 BlOOGHIQHSTOeMUlAW (Pi oaAmGslf S.fti.ttll ^ 1,'^d t> E b 

- ORMeCtaaSB 


15 


it mctaiii 

BEJItaC B-lSaew falcoi, 7-1 baapavpa, lfi-2 Eridnoe fit Chief. 12-1 Arc 0( lbs Diver. Hoof- 
pteta. H-l Pdofan «fl, BrncMom Fenwda. B-l otMn 
2898: fteen lana OeO 3 9 2 K refon 9-2 5 C Kitemsi 11 ren 




E6T0N LfiMffED STAKES (CLASS ^£4^200 added 5f Penal- 
ty Value £3473 

OOJ021 MWOlOWWIBMieHan S&udl JBb<) 391 G Carer 12 B 

214134 HDMGHTSPBLDRmWckteDSU)1ilU$£91 M Henry 131 2 

231305 S0retBITB)ffi)fNev£eHSmcD3teL&a!<iC9l 6DtetoU8 

221239 SWH8TtMi)AUETn(D)ICactHH63dDni WriTiilUno491 PReberte (E) 3 

300021 AWnHBI BAlOMDnH )R (Q 2) Ftee, C tUtalicU, C OfOita ) E wrow * 8 U — 

. r spate IB 

004300 IBE COMES ASMnPjllta Jure Gabd^lJ Dn 6812 LAdtaMaE 

OOOOOO SAW AMMO (3B) (Mis Cnma fboj Rtthu*£t-1812 UK** (314 

682500 SW tMIN THE BAM) (M) (D)(D J Afer.l B McMatwi 5812 I Fbrbree 11 

<60000 FHracumpqiT^RsnriUs^ D Hantaan 7 B 

10 455CU0 leSSBMWBCHB WfflGaeiDaEitasiraeias! Jftsry3B9. J>R»ayl910 

U <04 4) SWSAMABAMCB)BtaBLMte&K«LUnd-lan!sS89 .^tsalber(7)9 

12 030000 SWffMRV(RE)(169AksNDsiaRxaBlWHiiGi3&9 OR McCabe 6 


-12 

BETIWC: 7-S Here Careee A Star. MStogluniTw Bud. M MMMKSpea. 6-lAeotaar Bte*- 
. . 7-1 fitaata. 84 Saaw At VUMtoy: 10-1 Olhere 
199ft Ho* hng met 3 9 3 J ware 64 (R Kamoru 3 ran 
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In any case, the romantic perception of the Charltons 
as footballing brothers in arms has gone for ever 


Going back further in time than it 
is comfortable to remember I used 
to find it strange that Jack and Bob- 
by Charlton were not drawn to 
each other in the way you expect 
brothers to be. They are different, 
that’s for sure, but variance in per- 
sonality did not fully explain why 
they spent vezy little time together. 

After all, they were from a close- 
knit working class family, and added 
to its remarkable prowess at foot- 
ball by sharing in England’s 1966 
World Cup victory, falling into a 
tear ful embrace at the finafwhisde. 
“We don’t live in each other's pock- 
ets.” Jack would grunt when ques- 
tions about their relationship were 
put to him. 

Later on it became dear that 
there was something deeper, some- 


thing troublesome that both were de- 
termined to avoid in conversation. 
This can happen in families and the 
discreet thing was to let them get on 
with it From time to time people in 
this trade asked if there was any sub- 
stance to rumours that the Charitons 
had grown apart “Not to my knowl- 
edge," I would reply as a small 
means of protecting their privacy. 
It all came into the open last week 

mg Jade ^^miton’s^rdicoming 
autobiography; disaffection. Jack’s 
complaint that Bobby, his late moth- 
er's favourite, seldom bothered to 
visit her or show concern about her 
failing health. “I'll run my life the 
way l want to," Bobby is quoted as 
saying. 

A baffling thing is why Jack chose 


to go public. Was the derision in- 
fluenced by his publishers or did he 
simply want to put the record 
straight? In any case, the romantic 
perception of the Charltons as foot- 
balling brothers in anus has gone for 
ever. 

I know Bobby fairly well but I 
know Jack better. Over the yeans we 
have formed what I like to iJwnir of 
asafiiendshipwhidimalossthewrit- . 
ing of this piece extremely difficult. 

Companions one year, long ago, 
on a coaching course at I ilteshall, 
we wondered what the future held 
for us. Jack was revealing an excel- 
lent mind for the game, but things 
at Leeds were not to his liking- Con- 
stantly at odds with the training staff 
who considered his natural stub- 
bornness to be disruptive, his play- 



Importandy, fame didn’t change 1 


: to mind in < 

tk>n and cussed he remains. 

ing their days together at Leeds, the 
former Republic of Ireland interna- 
tional John Giles said: “Jack wasn’t 

always right but he was never wrong,” 
which sums him up perfectly. 


KEN JONES 


career was m limbo. “Don’t know 
it it will lead to. where FD end 
up,”. I remember him saying. All 
changed when Jack became recon- 
ciled with Don Revie, and went on 
to break through as a considerable 
international defender. 


caused the rift with Bobty is < 
nonsense. Even before his own ca- 
reer took oQ, Jack went around ex- 
pressing pride in his younger 
brothers achievements. Later be 
would say: “When you think about 
the greatest players in history you 
have to include ‘our kid 1, among 
them." 

fa a book we did together 12 years 
ago, Bobby told of his journey 


home after being *?m 

hospital following the awfol Mifluch 
air disaster in 1958. “When Fd re- 
covered sufficiently to travel by 
train. Jade met me in London and 
drove meto Ashington where I was 

to spend a week or two. He didn t 
sanr very much and there were long 
silences. But I felt very close to ban 
then." 

Time did the relationship no 
favours. “Haven’t spoken to him for 
ages,” Jack would say when his 
brother’s name cropped up in pass- 
ing. “But it’s no big deal: Ever since 
hnma nsV onni* nursena- 


tance between diem, sqjras Neil 
Phillips who served as 

asi-naaSES 

very fond of them Joth. 
them as friends, he said, but 
there was always something about 
their relationship you could never 
put a finger on.” 

That Bobby became an establish- 
ment figure, a director of Marches - 
ter United, and earned a knighthood, 
docs not enter die equation. Rime 
furthered by the remarkaWe feats he 
performed as the Republic of Ire- 
land's manager. Jack has simply fol- 
lowed the course that most suited 
him. Hie sad thing is that they are 
probably beyond reconciliation. 


Back to business 
for Woosnam 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Wentworth 

There are draws, and then there 
are World Match Play Cham- 
pionship draws. The event, in its 
33rd consecutive year and the 
sixth under the sponsorship of 
Tbyota, did not get where it is 
today without making some 
careful arrangements along the 
way. 

By this evening, the British 
itation at Wentworth 
be down by SO per cent 
Scotland's Colin Montgomerie, 
the European No 1, plays Ian 
Woosnam - the man he beat to 
take the crown this season - in 
the feature match of the first 
round. 

“The initial reaction was one 
of surprise," Montgomerie said. 
He Imows better than that. 
“It's a shame, but it will be good 
for TV and the crowd." 

“Honestly, both of us think 
it is a bit siuy doing it,” Wxjs- 
nam added. “It would have 
been nice to have a chance to 
play each other in the finaL They 
say it guarantees a home play- 
er playing on Friday, but J 
don’t agree.” 

While Montgomerie was 
beaten three times out of three 
at the Alfred Dunhill Cup last 
week in St Andrews, Woosnam 
had the week off to rest his ail- 
ing back. Those problems 
helped hand the Order of Mer- 
it title to Montgomerie. 

“I feel better after the rest," 
Woosnam said. “It's my legs that 
are aching now because of the 
back. They feel tired and I am 
getting cramp. It is like I'm 
walking uphill all the time.'’ 


As Montgomerie has recog- 
nised, the Welshman is usually 
careful to get his excuses in first, 
but the physio van has been 
primed for a possible visit after 
he has hit a few balls in the 
morning and he has already 
booked a table for lunch. 
Surgery, something Woosnam - 
who suffers from the deterio- 
ration of vertebrae in his bade 


WORLD MATCHPLAY 
First Roond 

0818 and 1230: *S BWngton (Aus) 
v S Strieker (US). Winner to play *E 
Bs (SAJ. 

0830 and 1245: 1 Woosnam (GB} v 
*C Montgomerie (GEQ. Winner to 
ptey *M Brooks (US). 

084S and 1300: *P Mk*£teon(US} 
v VSngfi (FVL Wtmertn ptey*S Jones 
(US). 

0900 and 1315: N Sarizawa (Japan) 
v*M O’Meara (US). Wfnnerto ptey *T 
Lehman (US). 

* denotes seeded player 

I Cord of the coorso 


Hole Yards Par 

not© Ynras rai 

1 

471 4 

' 30 

188 3 ! 

2 

155 3 

11 

376 4 

3 

452 4 

12 

483 5 

* - 

501 5 

,13 

441 4 

5 

191 3 

34 

179 3 

6 

356 4 

15 

466 A 

7 

399 4 

18 

380 4 

8 

398 4 

17 

571 5 

9 

450 4 . 

18 

502' 5 

Out 3^73 35 

In 

3£84 37 


Total 8£57 yards, Par 72 

-has tried to put off. but maybe 
not for much longer. 

“The surgeon wants to see me 
again,” he said. “He assured me 
it is fixable and it won’t stop me 


what sort of operation Til i 
It is a question of when. It will 
take at least three months to re- 
cover." With the US Masters in 
April next year in mind, h may 


have to be sooner rather than 
later. “I feel like I am suffering 
all the time and, long term, I 
want to keep on playing.” 

Big Monty and wee Woosie 
have not met before in straight 
matchplay. “We know each oth- 
er’s games well and how we re- 
act under pressure,” Mont- 
gomerie said. “I am looking 
forward to the chaDenge of play- 
ing him. I hit the ball straight and 
that is a key around here.” 

The Scot’s record is good 
around the Wsst Course, tut he 
has yet to win either the Volvo 
PGA Championship or the 
World Match Play, although he 
lost in the final to Ernie Els in 
1994. 

Even if he should head for 
home defeated tomorrow - and 
he is the only one of the 12 play- 
ers able to stay at home this 
week - his £30,000 prize-mon- 
ey wffl take him past £5m career 

earnings in Europe. 

Woosnam, twice a winner 
here, became the first borne 
champion in 1987, when be 
came through from the open- 
ing day. Only Corey Pawn in 
1993 has achieved that feat 
since. “I don’t agree that four 
of the 12 players get a day off” 
Montgomerie said. “But then 
I’ve never been seeded here.” 

His fitness training and diet- 
ing from earlier in the year may 
help if he is to play all eight 
rounds needed to win the event 
“I don’t feel my fitness let me 
down against Ernie in *94, but 
I played my best golf ou the 
third day.” 

“It is a big advantage not to 
play until Friday,” Els, the top 
seed and winner here for the 
past two years, said. The West 
Course is in superb condition 



Ian Woosnam warms up for today’s match against CoOn Montgomerie at Wentworth yesterday. 


Photograph: PA 


and playing as long as ever, but 
it suits the South African's ag- 
gressive nature in this format 
No one has won the event three 
times in a row, but Els, 27 to- 
day, should one day challenge 
Gary Flayer and Seve Balles- 
teros’s record of five tides. Al- 
though perennial favourites such 


as the Spaniard, The Masters 
champion, Nick Faldo -who has 
a conflicting commitment in 
Japan - Greg Norman, Bern- 
hard Langer, et al are not here, 
the line-up is still strong. 

The American presence is 
iy strong, with the top 
on the US money list all 


here. The Major winners - Tbm 
Lehman, Steve Jones and Mark 
Brooks -are the other seeds, but 
foe winning American trio from 
St Andrews, Mark O'Meara, 
Fhfl MkkeJson and Steve Striek- 
er, all play today. ■ 

Strieker, who has been drawn 
against last year’s runner-up, 


Steve EBdngton, with foe win- 
ner to {day Els, won all his five 
matches at St Andrews but was 
brought down to earth with a 
bump an Thesday evening. Ray- 
ing oh Wentworth’s par-three 
course, the honours went to his 
wife and caddie, Nidri S dicker, 
with a 27 to a 28. 


Henman 
to face 
Rusedski, 

Tennis 


Tim Henman and Greg Rused- 
ski are poised for their first con- 
frontation this year at the Czech 
indoor tournament in Ostrava. 

Britain's top two players will 
meet each other today in the 
second round after Rusedski de- 
feated the Swiss qualifier 
George Basil 64. 7-6, 

Henman beat Sweden’s Nick- 
las Kulti on Monday, and win 
face Britain's No 2 for foe first 
time since be beat Rusedski 
1-6. 6-3, 6-2 in the final of the 
British National Championships 
in Telford last November. 

At that time Rusedsld was the 
British No 1 and expected to 
win. Now the tables have turned 
and Henman, 26th in the world 
and seeded seventh in the 
Czech event, must start as 
favourite. 

But Rusedski, whose world 
ranking slumped from a high of 
33 in January this year to 84 
weeks ago, has been in 
standing form during ihtrphst 
fortnight, reaching the semi- 
final of foe Heineken Classic in 
Singapore, ensuring his world 
ranking climbed to 75. 

Then he wan his first ATP 
Tbur event since changing his al- 
from Canada to Britain 
ien he beat Martin Damm, of 
the CZech Republic, in the final 
of the Peking Open. His rank- 
ing has now risen to 53. 

Pete Sampras breezed past 
foe Canadian doubles special- 
ist Gram COnnell 64, 6-2 yes- 
terday in his opening Silver 
Group match of the Hong 
Kong Championships. The sec- 
ond-seeded Austrian Thomas 
Muster also gpt off to a winning 
start, defeating the South 
African Neville Godwin 64, 
3-6, 64 in foe Gold Group. 


PLAYER 

TRANSFERS 

FROM 23 OCTOBER 



Striker injured? Manager moved on? 
Now’s your chance to improve your 
team for a sporting chance to win 
tickets to World Cup ‘98 


PHILIPS 
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Offiah ready for Bedford debut 


Rugby Union 


Martin Offiah will make his 
union debut for Bedford on Sat- 
urday - less than two weeks af- 
ter medalists feared a toe in jury 
could wreck his season. 

The 29-year-old former Wigan 
winger has passed, a full fitness 
test, and specialists are happy to 
let Offiah {day in foe Second Di- 
vision home game against 
Rotherham, providing he wears 
some extra padding in his boot. 

“It’s still a bit sore but there 
has been no adverse reaction,” 
Offiah said yesterday. “Tve had 
my first full training session and 
I feel sharp and ready. The spe- 
cialists told me I had aggravat- 
ed the joints between my toes, 
but with padding lining my 
boot, I should be all right." 

Offiah arrived at Bedford 
from London Broncos with the 


y, which was feared to be 

• to that which curtailed 

Gary Lineker’s football career. 

However, Offiah is now keen 
on bolstering Bedford’s pro- 
motion hopes and his own 
chances of an England call-up. 
“Obviously you've got to have 
high targets and now that I am 
back I would like to impress the 
England selectors,” he said. 

Another player who has over- 
come injury and returns on Sat- 
urday is Michael Lynagh. The 
world record points-soorer, who 
was injured playing only his sec- 
ond match for Saracens, makes 


captaining En gland against Italy 

at Twickenham next month. 
The vote of confidence comes 
from Leonard’s England front- 
row predecessor, Gareth 
Chflcott, just days before Jack 
Rowell, the national coach, an- 
nounces his new leader. 

“After watching Leonard 
skipper Harlequins this sea- 
son, I think he could pip 
favourite Lawrence DallagHo 
for foe job,” Chilcott said. ; 

“If you are trying to blend a 
young side together, then you 
need some experience. Leonard 
is a world-class player, mid he’s 


University. Mark Evans, his < 
rector of coaching, said - “We are 
delighted to welcome him badk 
so that he can ease his way into 
the team before the important 
forthcoming League matches.” 

Jason Leonard has been 
tipped to win his 50th cap by 


Captaining Quins must be a 
hard job because of all the class 
they’ve got. but he is proving to 
be an inspirational leader.” 

- Leonard, still only 28i made 
‘his England debut against Ar- 
gentina six years ago and has 
sincephtyed in two World Cup 


campaigns, and the 1993 British 
Lions tour of New Zealand. 
Dallagh'o, the Wasps flanker, 

re mains favourite for the posi- 
tion vacated by Will Caning, 
who stepped down last season 
after captaining England a 
world record 59 times. 

Rowel I has said that he has 
already made up his mind, hut 
he will not reveal the identity of 
the captain until English rugby’s 
power struggle is resolved. - 
Negotiating teams from the 
Rugby Football Union and 
English Professional Rugby 
Union Clubs reconvened yes- 
terday for secret talks, having 
spent last weekend trying to find 
a peace formula. 

If a compromise is readied 
this week, then Rowell coukl an- 
nounce his new captain before . 


‘Punch-drunk’ fear 
for axed Pienaar ** 


training session at Bisn&m 
Abbey on Wednesday. 


Bristol and Narbonne in fixture chaos 


Bristol have fallen foul of Buro- 


a French fixture farce. Unless the 
First Division dub entertain Nar- 
bonne on Saturday - instead of 
Sunday asplanned - then tour- 
nament officials will award both 
points to their visitors. 

The news, which arrived in a 
letter from foe Conference’s 
Dublin headquarters yester- 


day, has stunned Bristol, who 
claim they are now in an im- 
possible position. 

“We cannot stage the game 
on Saturday, because Bristol 
Rovers, who share our ground, 
are playing a Second Division 
match against Blackpool.” the 
dub's general manager, Dave 
Tyler, said. “Saturday night is 
also a non-starter because the 


pared in time after the i 
The Sunday date was arranged 
weeks ago a ft e r we «t phin«H the 
whole ground-share situation to 
Narbonne.” 

But foe Narbonne secretary, 
Rene Bes, countered: “Wfe can- 
not play on Sunday for two rea- 
sons. We have reserved a flight 
for Sunday morning and our 


players are not professionals. 
They have to be m work first 
thing on Monday morning.” 

. Tyler added: “It is ridiculous 
for the ERC to say we must con- 
cede foe game, we attended a 
meeting last July, when it was 
stated that arrangements re- 
garding dates and kick-off times 
would be determined by the 
home team.” 


The row over the dropping of 
Francois Pienaar took a new 
turn yesterday when a former 
team-mate of South Africa's 
World Cup- winning captain 
suggested be was in danger of 
brain damage. 

Uli Schmidt, the former 
Springbok hooker, supported 
Pienaar's demotion, saying a 
series of injuries bad caused 
concern about hishealth and fit- 
ness. 

- Schmidt, a doctor, said Pien- 
aar’s reaction times h«H been 
jeopardised by several concus- 
sion injuries and he was in dan- 
ger of becoming punch drunk. 

Pienaar was left out of foe 
Tfest series against the All Blacks 
in August 'Because of injury. 
Schmidt said Pienaar needed a 
long rest to recover from his in- 
juries properly. Pienaar himself 
expressed bitterness about the 
way foe coach, Andre Mark- 
graaff had dropped him from 
foe squad to tour Argentina, 
Wales and France next month. 

“I am fed up with, all foe lies 
since 1 was left out of the 

captain said irTdm 
language BeekL newspaper. 

Markgraaff shocked South 
African rugby on Saturday 
when he said there was no 


place for Pienaar in his vision 
of the game's future in South 
Africa. 

“First, foe coach said I have 
no role in the future of South 
African rugby,” Pienaar was 
quoted as saying. “Then it was 
said this meant only the imme- 
diate future. Then this was fol- 
lowed by statements that I had 
no role in the touring squad, that 
I was notavailable for foe tour, 
that I bad withdrawn myself. 
Where is it all going to end?” 

He said Markgraaff, ap- 
pointed earlier this year to re- 
place Kitch Christie, had yet to 
tell him about foe decision to 
drop him. One of MarkgraafTs 
two fellow selectors, Ray 
Mordt, quit foe selection pan- 
el on Monday. “I did not sup- 
port Markgraaff in fas 
decision," Mordt said. 

The Springboks play their 
first Tfest against Argentina in 
Buenos Aires on 9 November A 
■ England, the holders, ’ 

meet Romania in their pool of 

the 1997 Sevens World Cup in * 
Hong Kong, while one of the 
qualifiers from next month's 
tournament in Dubai - from 
which Wales and Scotland are 
; to come through - will 


aiming to come through - will 
ttoraplete Fool A for the open- 
ing-day matches on 21 March. 
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Foot ball 

CATHERINE RILEY 

Axajne Wenger yesterday loJd 
Paul Merson. that he was very 
much part of the Arsenal man- 
ager's future plans at Highbury. 

The midfielder has made an 
impressive comeback which cul- 
minated in an England call-up 

-since he began his battle against 

drink, drags and gambling, but 
his ad mi ssion that his marriage 
bad broken down brought with 
it the indication Merson was 
fretting over his contract. 

Hfa current deal with Arsenal 
ends next year and the 28-year- 
■ old admitted that the chib's 
i failure to table a new offer had 
IgjBflded to his problems. Howev- 
Wenger has moved to reas- 
sure Merson that he remains 
port of his long-term plans. 

“We have confidence in Paul 
to solve his personal problems, 
but if the dub can help then we 
will do it," Wenger said. “Paul 
is a passionate footballer with 
; great skill, and be bas got him- 
self back into the national squad. 
He is now arriving at the best 
years of his career and Arsenal 
can expect to see the best of Paul 
Merson. I think he is a player the 
■ dub can count on in the future.'’ 

Marie Bosnich, the under-fire 
Aston Villa goalkeeper, has 
been given a glowing character 
reference from the Australian 
Football Association after he re- 
ceived an FA misconduct 
charge for his Nazi-style salute 
- to Tottenham fans on Saturday. 

.< In a letter faxed to the FA m 
London, David Hill, the chair- 
man of Soccer Australia, de- 
scribed Bosnich as an out- 
standing ambassador. “Soccer 
.Australia is proud of Mark's 
achievements and public profile. 

' ‘Ts efforts on and off the field 
only brought good upon 
is 'sport and he has gone out 
f his way to help further the 
use of football in Australia. ' 
“While Soccer Australia 
;ndd never condone Mark’s 
ions in this matter^ we .do 
Jy his total, unequivocal rp- 
' [ion. and expect that his ac- 
will not be repeated.” ' 
iy Harford, the beJea- 
_.cd Blackburn manager, has 
Jn given a vote of confidence 
if the club’s vice-chairman, 
Richard Matthewman. “We felt 
Ray was the man for the job 
when we appointed him and he 
did a great job in the second half 
of last season. 

“As far as we are concerned, 

. nothing has changed and the 


main problems this • season 
stemmed from Alan Shearer’s 
departure wbkh was not of R^s 

making. I think Ray bas made it 
dear that he wants to do the job 
and feels he can do it providing 
he has everyone’s backing." 

Meanwhile, Rovers’ left- 
back, Graeme Le Sam, yester- 
day took a step nearer to 
returning to duty for the first 
time since his ankle injury 10 
months ago, playing the fuD 90 
minutes of a dosed-doors prac- 
tice game against Tranmere. 

Paul luce has been given a 
two-match ban following his 
controversial sending-off at the 
weekend in Intern azionale’s 
2-0 victory over Piacenza. lace 
was shown tfie red card after Gi- 
ampietro Picrvani collapsed the- 
atrically in the go alm outh 
clutching his head, TV replays 
showed that lnce had merely 
' tweaked the Italian’s ear. 

Chris Robinson, the chair- 
man of Hearts, has been ordered 
to appear in front of the Scottish 
Football Association’s discipli- 
nary committee at their next 
meeting cm 18 November. Robin- 
son, who appeared on the touch- 
line as his dub had four men sent 
off in their game with Rangers at 
Ibrox last month, has been sum- 
moned to explain his arf i ons 
The Brighton manager, Jimmy 
Case, has renewed his plea for 
the chib to resolve their off-tbe- 
field problems following further - 
demonstrations during Tues- 
day night's 1-0 home defeatby 
Hereford. ' 

Around 2,000 Seagulls sup- 
porters walked out of the Gold- 
stone Ground 15 minutes from 
the end to protest at Bill 
Archer’s runnmg of the dub. 

Brighton supporters’ groups 
are pledging notherdemous- ’ 
nations to maintain the pres- 
sure on the .chairman. Case 
admitted: “It’s getting -harder 
for. the players and me to - 
fraction: 

. -T don’t know wfaeie we go 
from here. ;IVe got to.get the , 
of-.the . 



Robbie Fowler, who has had an anlde injury, may come on as a substitute for Liverpool m ton&itfe Cup-Winners' Cup match against Sion in Switzerland 

set to start on the bench 




iJififtrined-of tej 
the ; ,,r^ub.. “He understands 
what's going ratuid is pursuing 
his proposals for anew stadium 
in Hove,” Case said. . 

“Fm concealed about afi the 
delays and confidence is being 
affected! My players haven’t 
thrown in the towel yet Fm get- 
ting a lot from them - but I peed 
a bit more.” 


[round,] 
.ngainslSton in Switzerland 
tonight on the bench after miss- 
ing three matches and being 
punedoutaftbe England squad 
because of an ankle injury. 

Fowler^took part in an af- 
ternoon training session at Son 
Stadium after the Liverpool 
Party arrived at Geneva Airport 
yesterday. Fowler and the rest 


wifi have 
„seSaon today, 
but Patrik Berger and Stan 
Gcdlymore are almost certain -to 
retain their places in the start- 
ingfine up. 

The manager, Roy Evans, 
said: “We will wait and see if 
there is a reaction and then see 
how Robbie is. We won’t take 
a chance with him and I will 
make a decision on the day." 

Sion are still pushing for ho- 


nours, something their coach 
Alberto Bigou knows all about. 
He was in charge of Napoli - 
and Maradona - when they 
won SerieAm 1990. Bigon took 
over at Sion two months ago 
and they are unbeaten since 
then under his stewardship. 

He can caD on the former 
golden boot winner Darko 
Pancev, but the striker has suf- 
fered from indifferent form 
and injuiy problems since mov- 


ing to Switzerland from Fortu- 
na Dfisseldorf. Evans knows his 
side face a difficult task and that 
their attitude has to be spot on. 

He added: "I have seen Sion 
at first hand and this is a dan- 
gerous tie. We have got to be 
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England short of scorers 
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coach, Laszlo 
th. will depend on over- 
seas-based players for his fire- 
power and rebounding strength 
- when his team face Latvia at 

- « Leicester on 30 October, in the 

- first of three European Cham- 

- piooshipseHU-lmalraundgroup 
jpmx before Christmas, writes 

. Richard Ihylor. 

The statistics from the first 
' four weeks of the-seasoa vivid- 
IvjJlusirate the effect of the ex- 
odus of several leading 
internationals to the Continent 
. and the influx of Americans in 
the Budweiscr League. 

The League's decision to al- 
lovrup to five Americans per 


chib, instead of two, has reduced 
the role of most English men to 
bit-part players in the League. 

Roger Huggins, of Sheffield 
Sharks, and Crystal Palace's 
Richard Scaotlebuiy, both in 
Nemeth's 17-man squad, are the 
only Englishmen in the top 20 
scorers. Huggins is the only Eng- 
■ lishmin m the top 20 rebound- 
ers, at 15th. 

* Nemeth will look to the six 
Continental-based players for 

S oints and rebounds, especially 
teve Buckoall and John 
Amaechi, playing in Greece, 
and Spencer Dunkley and Ian 
-Whyte, from French dubs-Budc- 
naQ is scoring freely but his club, 
Iraklis, have been playing poor- 
ly and have sacked their coach. 
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Bourdy in a big hurry 

EqnestrteiiMi 

Hubert Bourdy jumped a whirl- 
wind round in one of the three 
vast and beautiful arenas of the 
Chib Hippicola SilkL where he 
won the opening class of the in- 
Jrauttfonai Horse Show here by 
/Jr comfortable m ^ ir l 4 of 
W J.OSsec. writes Genevieve Mop- 
Cphy from Monterrey Mexico- 

The Frenchman's pimapal 
victim in the Seguros Comeroal 
^America Wsfcomc Stakes was a 
jMcrian rider. Alberto Harare on 
Omnisirom Royal Moon. Next 
came the Californian-based 
Irishman, .Damian Gardiner, 
on the speedy mare Pinon Kat - 
jy, gpd Michael Whitaker on 


Whitaker’s mount, who is 
only a seven-year-old. had 
deared the fences comfortably 
before showing his inexperience 
coining into the final obstacle. 
“He began spooking and I 
thought he was going to stop," 
Whitaker said. But, against all 
the odds, the horse responded 
to the rider's mgings tea got ms 
stride right at the last moment 

to dear the fence. • 

Dinky Improbably lost three 
or four seconds there, but he 
still would not have been faster 
than the flying Frenchman, who 

won three classes here lastyear. 
Bounty was last of 50 to jump 
on Ursula de Oery, a iO-year- 
old mare he only started riding 
this vear. 


McRae wins in San Remo 
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Tolln McRae has won the San 
^.•mo Rativ for the first time. 
1 . . . The former wortd champwn. 

. , Iriving^SnbareTmpre^ ^ 
, icaLCariasSainz^Ssecintbc 

' . wnuliimata^'cni of the ivw 
iVbrld Rally Oiampion^qL 
The Spaniard, m aTord Es- 

xiFi Cosworth. narrowed the 


gap behind McRae fry 10 sec- 
onds from yesterday’s second 
stage but was unable to catch 

the^leader.TbeZSy^dd 

McRae completed the Italian 
race in 4hr 26rnin 57sec. Bruno 
Thiiy, Of Belgium, was third. 

Finland's Tbrnmi Makmere 
the 1996 champion, crashed 
out in the opening stage on 
Monday. 


RESULTS 


Yesterday's football 


Cop first round; Swansea Coy O Brawl 
City 0; Wimbledor 1 Portsmouth 1. 

Tuesday's footbal 

UBA CUP Sscood romdflnt la^ A&- 
efdeen O Brandby (De4 2; Fstancvaios 
(Hun) 3 Newcasti© Utd 2; Borussta 
Mdnehengtodbech (Cart 2. Monaco (Fr) 4; 
dub Bn«es {BeO 2 Nataal BuchstastO; 
Dynamo TWtei (Geort 1 Btevista (Port 0; 
Espanyo) (Sp) 0 Feyenoofd (NeTO 3; 
Gu(maraes(BoO lAiuieriecfTiCBoO 1; Hels- 
ingbof^ (Swi 2 Neueftto) Xanax (Swt) 
0: Intemaaorale (« 1 Caamo Orb lAut) 
0; Ksrfsnjfw (Ger) 3 Roma 0; Lazio OU 1 
Henerife (So) 0: Lega W&rsav l BesSctas 
Ourt Si Men W 2 SsxxWg lafton th 
Schtfte 04 (Ger) 1 Trataonspor [Raj O; 
Slavta Pragje O Vfelencfc (Sp) L 
NAnONWDE FOOIBAU. LEAQUE First 
DMfAwK Barnsley 0 Oxford Utd 0; Bum- 
irsatam 1 ipa«toi 0: Borton 1 Tranmere 
(Vhortsmouth O Wttas 2; Read«2 Mm- 
Chester City O; Sfteflleld Utd 3 Charlton a 
Second DMrfoa: Blackpool 3 Wrexham 
3; Bournemouth 1 Rymcuth 0; Bristol Oty 
3 Hynmbe 0; Crone 0 W( 1; Ncob Gouv 
tv O Cfwswfield 0; Petertwou^i O Brant- 
ford 1: Rotherham 0 Bristol Rows 0- r 
ShrewsbLry 1 QtanOam 2; Stodmprt 1 
Luton Si Wslsafl 1 Preston 0; Wanforri 2 
Bunley2.TlMDMsioiEBn0ilDnOHere- 
fofdL-C8itSff2nartngmnO;Cofchesier 

1 Bamet 0: Ewter 2 CwSste 1; fUham 3 
CambrWge Utd 0; Hartfepool 1 Swansea 
1: Leymn Orient 0 Chester th Mansfield 
0 Wigan 1; Rochdale 2 Lincoln <h Scar- 
boroutf* 3 Hul 2: Saeahorpa 2 Northamp- 
ton 3; Torque 1 Doncaster 0. 
GMWUXHArecowSRBCBDnerOFfcnv 
txmutfithKaaBfirKOKadnBsftxdZ'Mao- 
de^Sd 2 StaMxim$ 0; TSBbrtl 1 Bath t; 
WWirtg 1 Hbjw (h^Wng 3 ssewna^ L 
BrtJS SCOTTISH LEAfiUE Ffest OfeMMC 
Stafeig Albion IStJohnswne 3; Airdrie2 
SimrenZ 
RL CUP Third . 

NeM«aeltMi2 

2 Atherton LA 0. 

IdS LEfiflUE Pwmin r PlrMoo; DtfwHch 
itemlet 2 Hendon t Grays OC^shaton 
1: Kh^tonlan 3 Purflert 2; Stakiea 1 St 
AtsnsZFMDMsIOKAdetshotlMcte- 
sey 3: Barton Rows OVteton&F^wn 


DR HARIBIS LEAGUE Pramlar DMate 
Ashfcnd 1 Gravesend 1; Camhncf^ CS^ l 
Bahtock 1; Chafrasford 1 Crawley 0; 
Dorchester 1 Newport ARC 3; GresJey 
Roms 1 Adierstone 1; Halesowen Town 
5 Gtoucester4; 2SuJfcuyTbwi 

1: Nuneaton 2 Burton 1. Mlifiand DM- 
atom Bfiston 0 Stafford 1; Grartham 3 
Reunite 0; Moor Green 3 HncMey Town 
1; RC Warwtah 2 Evesham 1; Sheps/ted 
Dynamo 0 Sutton CctoWd 0; Stomixidas 
1 Reddish 1. Souttaifl Dtrbton : Buck- 
tntfnm'bwnCTtanbrKISB 1; Clnderford 2 
Ctovedon 3; Btth 1 Margate 1; fisher 2 
Watertoovflte 2; Newport UN 2 Havant 3; 
Was»n-stsief^y^OCfcBnoestBrO;VVtt- 
ney 4 Raeta DrMrataoa Clvilret romd 
first toe tomworth 3 BedwonhO. 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
UE4CUE Rrat Dtototom Chesswto^treet 
1 Morpeth 2; ftw Law 4 SMdon 1; West' 
AuoMand 1 Betfnson 4. 

IMLSPORT UWTH5 COUNTES LEAGUE 
Premier revision: Coasnhoe 3 Woodon 
0; Destxmiu^i 3 Hotoeach 1; Potion 2 
WoDtegwoutfi 3. 

IM£T SUSSEX COtJNTY LEAGUE First 
DIviatoK Rnoner 1 Satofeen 2, Shore- 
ham 2 Peacahamn 0: Wch 4 Mto Oak 1. 
John Often laafiN Cap second round: 
PortfieU 3 East Preston 3 faet). 
SCREWFDCDKECT LEAGUE Premier Dl- 
vWotc Bridgwater 2 Mefiord 2; Elmore 
0 Taunton 6; Tomng#on 4 Chard 3. 
JEW90N EASTBM COUNTES LEAGUE 
Premier Dfvtetoa: Wood bridge 0 Dss 0: 
Wrcdieni 4 Wisbech 1. Iteafue Cis first 
rowd: Swsffham l Hadet^i 2. 
NORTHERN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE 

AwnitorDIrfriomAmofcllAiTrRhorpeVfeJ- 
tore 0; Betpar3 Gtaashou^non UMtere 2; 
North Feniby 4 TTacldey L 
MTBUK EXPRESS fiBUMD ALLIANCE 
knfere&fai nw d n d i L ongu e Cap first 
round: BanveU 0 StapenWJ 2: Rooeerer 2 

Bridgnorth 1- WSNenhaS 1 Knypetsiey Vfc- 
toda 0. tovte o ttew Cup: Halesowen Hem* 
ere 0 S an dw nO 2. 

sBrtd- 
IfUr- 


ssesssss -grassasi 


Mttaham 3 Cawwtttond^ 
lUid3ritte3;WtorthirelQp^w2.Sfie- 
oito revtotom Baitan# 2 Bredcrieil 2; ffan- 

gerford 6 Eghem 4. 

U4BOND LEAflttE f^emtorptvtelore Bar- 
row 3 Ctxgtey D; Bwton 0 Boston Utd 2; 
Marine 2 KnowsJey2; Itocom lAtteto n 
0 ;SpennymoorlHytte LFfcatOM rioiB 
Gretna 2 WorWngjnn 1: Ham«e Tbwn 0 

is*ssS?§mS 

tonda Cm Ifrrt iw* Dtjiiigwon O 

PbODc 2: \£tfr RW 0 Raoefflfe Breach 

issSossssstsi 


PRESS & JOURNAL MBHLAND LEASUE: 

Oacfnacuddln 2 WidtAcadeny Si lasatt- 
mouth 0 Hunriy 3. 

WBJLMSON SWDRD IBSH LEAGUE CUP 
ftafc Gtenwan 0 Cnisadais 1 (ar Wind- 
sor Pnrfd. 

PONrtNS LEAGUE Second DlvWon: 
Gnmsby 2 Bradford Oty 1. 

Tuesday's ru^by salon 

WBSH WOKINM. ISWUESWeand DMte 
Sash waet Mca 27 flteraoi 16; Pomy- 
poa 73 VSoadsintals 0; UlMC (CanMf tnsn- 
tutBlTd Ma mv g ?2:B ot y iaenSUandowy 
29; Qnm Keys 79 Abcnqnon ft ADanBay 0 
Btecfwod 24. 

CUJB MATCH: Odbnf UnMsoy 13 Bath 35. 
SMI UIBBM1 WIS DtSTMCT CHAMP- 
tONSMP: North & Mid Smderef 32 Gtesm 
DWnct23; Scott* Edes 24 Edbitaatfifito- 
tnctia 

UNDBK1 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: StEf- 
tentenre 5 North Mklands 37. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FootbaB 

Bawm ouwm2«»: cwp 

second rore®HWFtsa 

Sow V Liverpool (7.0) 


Olfeer UK 

Wherte &Q); Barc ejona » Mdfg tajgda 


PONIMS tEAQUE First DMaton: Yftst 
Brcrmdch Aten* Letoeetar City 

S p ee dw ay 

PREMW IBWUfe Ifewshv SwKton (7305. 

tttber^ports 


Athletics 

Sebastian Coe yestenlay rtfectad the 
goomy prediettons tor ftftish athletics 
after the taflure to win an Olympic gold 
in Atiano. He beefied young talent such 
as Man Thomas end Angeia Thorp to 
continue to process. praiWng the sport 
does not negect its dubs. "I read we 
were dying on the vine In ABanta." the 
former double Olympic 1500 metres 
champion said at an awards lunch In 
London. . Tm much more opbmisde 
about the future than that Our clubs’ 
structure isthe envy of the world." Coe, 
president of the north London dub 
Haringw was presenting awards for best 
new athletes. Thomas, a member of 
Britain's ster metW-vwining 4 x 400m 
' and Thorp, who broke the 
100m lutfles record In Atlanta, 
were voted best track competitors 
along with field events wfnrters Oeen 
Macey (decathlon) end Janine WhrtJock 
(pole vault). 

BoRfelj 

U nb e a ten heavyweight Hashn Rah- 
man, 23. from Baltimore, won a 10- 
round unanimous decision over Trevor 
Berbick at Caesars Atlantic City Hotel 
Castno after dominating the fight 
througtouL 

WOfted Benitez, the former world wel- 
terweight champion, regained con- 
9dousna6S yestaday after colapsing on 
Friday. Benitee has suffered an inflam- 
mation of the brain for seven years. 'Ihe 
fiat words he said to me ware ‘God is 
good,” his mother dare Benitez, said. 

Cricket 

Engtsh cricket win face the future with 
a single ameming body alter tee Na- 
tional Cncket Association yesterday 
effectively voted for Its own abolition. 
NCA members ageed unantmousty to 
follow the lead of the Test and County 
Cricket Board by approving the estab- 
fchmentof an Enrtand and Wales Crick- 
ttBoatt. The come tn®befi« 
on 1 January after the NCA a&eed with 
tee decision taken last monte by the 
1CC8 at a speaa! meeting at Lord’s. 
W&rwidsMe have made tee ftst mow 
to sign the Engand A batsman David 
Hemp after hfs decision to leave Glam- 
organ. They are ejected to approve 
Warwickshire's formal request to talk to 
tee2&yeer-oid left-hander when he be- 
comes a free- agent on 1 Nowmbet 

Cycling 

Eddy Merck; tee former world cham- 
pion, sad yesterday he would quit as 
Belgian team coach and accused tee 
national cycling union of lacking pro- 
fca sl o na ilsm. Tve made up my mind.' 
Merckx said. “Lugano was my last Vtoid 
Cham p ionships as a coach. 'The World 
Champemsttips ended last Sunday 
witeaSdgan victory achieved by Jo- 
han Museeuw in tee men’s road race. 

■| thd it difficult fto accept] tee method 
Ofwfttngtn tee cyefinguiion, tee lack 
Of professionalism.* Mercia said. 
■BAN-TD-TURIN RACE (20Soi race): ID 
NMetoflU 4hr«mln 37aer; 2 S Zteirt (fo 
43sk twtvnd; S L JalEtaBn (Ft): 4 R VHtns 
Iftr. 5 FCreagsxft (B) yt 

EqnestitirisB 

HONrEMEV INTERNATIONAL HORSE 
SHOMfWnto^SaffmOoacffltfAnra- 
fce Wrf c o— 6»toa:l Ursula de CteyfH 
BH«^MciBtf,G253GK20rnni9rcrnRy- 
4 *to« (A Henri, M«) fleer, 6&4& 3 Fern 


Jc*n Scales will be aiming to 
make up for lost time. The 30- 
year-oid centre-back endured a 
frustrating time as the club 
reached the top of the FA Car- 


K«ja [D Gardner, Id) deer. 67.0k 4 Dmky 
Toy (M WNtater, G8) deer. B7.47. 

Football 

Burnley have signed tee Australian de- 
fender Doug Hodgson, 27, from 
Sheffield United on a month's io»i with 
a view to a permanent £200,000 deal 
Steve Hodge, tee former Engand mid- 
fieid player, is having trials with Second 
DMsfon Bristol Ctty/fhe 33-yea r-otoex- 
Nottingham Forest. Leeds and Spurs 
pfojer, had a short spefl wfth Watfwti 
last season and trained with Aston Vil- 
la during the summer; but has ^t to 
find a dub this i 


ling Premiership in the early 
weeks of the season. A nagging 
calf injury plus the impressive 
form of Mark Wright left him 
looking on but Scales broke 
back into the team last month, 
coining on as substitute when 
Wight fractured his cheek- 
bone in the first round, second 
leg victory over My Pa-47. And 
he showed glimpses of his best 
form in the defeat by Man- 
chester United on Saturday. 


( DSJntt U?1 21; ScotWb E*aes Id 24 
i District U 19. 

WBSH wnOWU-lEA rer Sw co n d OM rtm: 
Saute Ufetes Pdlce 27 Ateravon 16: Ptxw- 
p0d73v a ra« B rtaBO:UWIC(CaHtflte5t)14 
e2%BaijnBen5Uarxtaen 
» Abarqinon 0; Abenflery 0 1 




Golf 

DUBM CREEK OPEN TOURNAMENT 

tog —com rouDd scores: 139 J M Sli 

ftwta) 7168; Choi tS Kert 70 

‘ ) ra 70. 140 P 


PRladmfcr(9M0{ 


IPFwfcriAusl 


70 70; tM 14a Hen (Burma) 68 72. 141 G 

86; J hanohan lUSl 71 

) 70 71; K WBft-tre (S 
NQBMSt (US) 73 69: R 


Harrraftan (US) 75 
70; M MamatlS 
KOI) 69 72. 142 
Ponce (Ed 71 7L 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Tampa Bay d BuJtsflo 0; New 
Meraiw*gOvcMj31tarorB>l;Do»aa3be. 
trait 1: Cotorado 7 Edmonton 2; Loa Angles 
3 PMaOdprte 2. 

Motor radng 

Alessandro Nanninl, who will test a 
Benetton- Renault next month, said 
yesterdnr It was Ititfty iffd*e|y he would 
erer maw a comeback to Formula One 
racing. The Kaftan, whose FI career 
came to an ateupt end in October 1990 
when his ri£rt arm was severed in a he- 
fcopter accident, also denied rumours 
tea the Benetton boss, Ftevto Briatore. 
would hire him as a tea drive: ‘I don’t 
think my body eouW physically mareae 
to complete tee full distance of an FI 


Rallying 

SAN REMO RAlur iMdtiig final piaeinOR 
1 C McRM fGB) Subanr bnpnera dir 26mln 
_ : Same (Sp) Ford Escort Cosworth 
; 3 B TTny (BeO FM Exxat Comonh 
+2nxn 9sec; 4 K Erftraon ($we) Subanj 1m- 
prea +£44; s F lea (BeO Toyota Cetoa GT4 

+2:51; B F Qriico (it) fate Escort CDEHWin 
+3A4; 7 G Ptanaaoto pt) TojWB CaUa GT4 
+&01: 8 D-AiaM (Frt Mtiaubniv lancer at 
4£3, 9 A Madeghinl (ft) Subaru imprea at 
&02. 10 PBemarart (Fr) Fort Escort Cos- 
irerte +&02. Wortd ChanptonaNto poMa 


Squash 

ROBBER WOMEN’S WORLD TEAM CHAM- 
PIONSMP (Mataania): M quaUytnK iwnt 
Pool A: AoatnBs 3 lUta) States 0, Sooth 
AMea 2 fianaany 9L Ptwt B: Engtaod 2 
ZeatandKErie rwncsfrsU: CTatAman BP 
Beams 7-9 9-7 9-1 8-10 9-2. S Homer loa 
W L Marsh 2-9 2-9 2-9. t Chatman Ot S Cook 
10-8 9-1 2-9 6-9 9-4; lbs Natha rta nda 3 
Egypt a Pod C: Canada 3 Ireland a H WW- 
toce bt A McAnSc SB 9-2 9-3. M Jam bt L 
Ftn&n 9-4 5-9 9-0 8-9 SB, K Souchere- 
au BO French S5 S5 9B; FUavl 3 MaUyato 
0. Poo) De Scottnt 3 Rawa a S Maefie B 
CCwwadB 9-4 SS9-2.CWMdtfibU Swenr 
8-10 9-4 9-0 10-8, W Madand U C VBan 9 
4 9B 9-5; Hoc* Kong 2 Japm X. Pool E: 
Bradi 3 Italy 0, Oanmarti 2 Spain a. 

Tennis 

Germany’s former Dote Cup pteyer Carf- 
UweSteeb is to retire from the sport. 
The 29-year-oJd, who hae aii^ed with 
infunes in the last few years, has been 
given a wild can) to finish las profes- 
sional career at next week's Stuttgart 
Open. 

CZECH OPEN MDOOR TOURNAMENT (Oa- 
trava) Rwt nMMfc M Danrn (Cr Rap) W D Van 
Scheotangan [NBtni 6-3 6-4, G Ruscrfcta |G8> 
B G Basn Aut) 6-4 7B; r QjanMia (Fr) B 
0 Muu (Ft) 6-1 4-664. Sacaod mnt J Nfr 
vak (Cz Retf K 8 Utvacri (Cz Rep) 6-4 6-2. 
ISRAEL OPEN (TBi AM Fb»t namd: A COE- 
ta tSrt B E Ran tel W 6-Z FMancfla (Sp) 
fat I Tniyal (Sol 6-3 6-4; J Fona [Arg) K G Bta>- 
co (So) 1-6 7-56-4; GSaU (SA) m 0 rfcrtan 
iSA) 6-2 7-6:3 Doner lAutl K W> Reunar (Fr) 
W 6-4; R Framberg ifitsS) B LJBBsm (Sww 

6- 4 1-6 7-6; U Boon (UugJBD Nestor (Can) 

7- 64-6 7-6. 


spor t 

Busst 
back on 
road to 
recovery 

The Coventry City defender, 
David Busst. has taken the firs! 
steps on the long road lo re- 
covery after suffering a horrif- 
ic leg injury against Manchester 
United six months ago. 

Busst. whose right leg was 
shattered S9 seconds into the 
match at Old Trafford, has 
started physiotherapy alter un- 
dergoing 14 operations. 

Yet Busst ts sanguine about 
the career-threatening injury. 
“The specialist lold me if it bad 
happened 20 years ago I would 
have probably' lost my leg. Ouiie 
simply, the technology would 
not nave been around in those 
days lo cope wiih the problem." 

Busst has had his leg rebuilt 
by a plastic surgeon and is con- 
fident he will be able to play 
again, with April penciled in tor 
a return to training. 

“1 knew l*d broken myk’gbul 
didn't know how bad it was. 
Even now 1 can’t bring myself 
to look at the incident on video 
or photographs. 

“The plastic surgeon had lo 
rebuild my leg to cover the hole 
where the bone had come out. 
They bad to cut away a lot of skin 
which had been embedded with 
all the artificial stuff used on a 
football pitch, to avoid infection." 

Busst says he has never lost 
the belief he will eventually play 
again. “I am an optimist." he 
said. “1 don't think ‘maybe it 
won’t turn out for the best'. 
Football is in ray Mood and I just 
want to get back to fitness and 
playing again. 

“But I’m told the bone will 
actually be stronger than before 
as the metal pin inserted will 
stay there for life and will take 
all the weight between the 
ankle and the knee.’' 

Another player recovering 
from an appalling injury is the 
Wolves striker. Don Goodman, 
who has revealed that he risked 
death to save his career after 
fracturing his skull six months 
ago. Goodman would have had 
to quit the game without 
surgery, but has admitted that 
the nature of operation could 
have pul his life at risk. 

The gamble paid off for the 
player who scored 20 goals Iasi 
season before sustaining the in- 
jury in a collision with Hud- 
dersfield Town’s Steve Jenkins. 

The 30-year-old Goodman 
has played for the reserves 
wearing headgear and can play 
without the need for protection 
after 27 October. 

Goodman said: “I don't 
want to over dramatise it, but 
the risk of death was there if I 
had an operation. But the skull 
had to be elevated and if it 
wasn't operated on then I 
wouldn't have been able to 
head a ball again." 


MARLBORO CHAMTONSMPS [Hootf KM0 
nouKMto, Rm!Ghx*e PRBfer lAus) B YMt^ 
nSm (Rus) 6-4 4^ 6-4. SAvor Group. B Back 
GSmb) fat G CnrmeA (Can) 63 64. Goto Cm* 
J Bfjrioron (SM) fat N GO0M1 ISA) 62 6-3. 
EUROPEAN MDOOR WOMENS TOURNA- 
MENT (Zurich) Second round: MttngsISwiU 
B ISorisa (Rom) 6-3 6-3; J Norotna (CZ Rap) 
B BScheit (Auti 4-66-4 7-5: S Fama 00 K 
A Kourwhsui (Rus) 0-6 7-5 6-2. 

TEXACO LADIES CHALLBtOER (Catetil) Ftat 
ran* C Wbod IG8) B M StranBund (Swol 6-4 
6-2. S Smite 1GB) B S Praaeres (Pon 6-3 6-3. 
AStdod (Fr) U ATcrtictf iGBi 6-2 6-l.DChlad- 
howi&Ftep)BOliOnaM«6060 1 WP)nt>- 
Sl (GeO B R KuWte (Hld) &4 6- J; E IVaowr 
(Ger) bt C Taytar (GB) 6-2 6-3, E Martncova 
Id Rep) B V&uig* (Hiai) 6-3 4-6 60, M Dsc 
Otto 1*0 bt M fovet iGB) 5-7 6-2 6-0. L 
WOMroflb IGB) M E Jelh (G8) 6- 2 6-2; C Tor- 
rens (Sp) fat E Kubkm&kaya iRu*;) 
64 7-6. 
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TODAY’S 

NUMBER 



The suitcases that the Brazil- 
ian footballer Romano 
brought back to Rio de 
Janeiro from Spain. The strik- 
er, who has fallen out with his 
dub, Valencia, had to hire a 
minivan to take his luggage 
from the airport to his flat 


(tetar algbt of ntoB 1 T MaMnBi 

ten) 115; 2S*B BBC 3 Biraon 76; 4 
72; 5 P LBtt QM 43. WocW llatuMn- 
m CbanplondUp points: l Subaru 340; 
2 MtouttsM 304; 3 Fate. 274. 

Rugby League 

WWnes have signed forward Ian Cotv 
norfromSwintonUonsfeexchaneefor 
tee Great Britain Under-19 Academy In- 
ternational Wfea RogBS. 

St HeJens are hoping to sig) tea New 
Zealand Test centre. Rfcrte BJack- 
mne. The former Castiefote player is 
teen to return for a second spefl in 
Britain aid Saints have confirmed their 
Interest David H o wes, tee dub's chief 
executive, said yesterday: ’We are irv 
terestedinagningrachle,vteo has alert- 
ed several dubs he is auafebfe.” 

Rugby Union 

TUESDAY'S UUE RESULTS: CUB MATCH: 
Oxford Umverafly 18 Bath S5. 

UNDER 31 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Stsftaltert 5 North Mdhnb 37. 
SRUl«DBt-319ITHtMSIWCTCHA8N»». 
0N5HP: North & MM Sntiand U 32 Gtos- 


Take one phone 
number wherever 
you go . 

Imagine a Personal Number that’s yours for life. Wherever 
you go, your customers, colleagues and friends get you the 
first time on one number. Call interconnect for details. 
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07000 87 87 87 
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the IKDEPOTENT -.THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER SWft 

DAMON HILL: ‘I’m still flying. I haven’t corrte <toywi yet. i'rn * 
coming down in layers, day by day’ - -v— v. 


Beardsley vows to make amends 


Peter Beardsley is used to tak- 
ing the plaudits rather than 
the flak, but yesterday the New- 
castle United captain owned up 
to the blunder that left his 
team walking an Uefa Cup 
tightrope and promised: u m put 

it right in a fortnight. 7 ’ 

The 35-year-old’s peerless 
passing had propelled Newcas- 
tle to the top of Premiership at 
Derby on Saturday, but on 
Tuesday night in Budapest 
Beardsley’s sureness of touch 
deserted him at the worst time, 
as he gifted Krisztian Lisztes the 
winner in Newcastle's 3-2 defeat 
against Ferencvaros. 

Beardsley was quick, howev- 
er, to come to terms with his in- 
advertent role in the match- 
winner. “I was to blame for the 
third goal and I've got to hold 
my hands up and admit I was 
al'faixlL" Beardsley said. “There 
can be no excuses for what I did. 
I made a mistake and I know it 
All I want now is the chance to 
make amends and puts things 
right in the second Teg.” 

While Beardsley's error was 
costly, at least he and his team- 
mates returned from Hungary 
with the knowledge that the tie 
was still there for the winning. 

When shocking lapses at the 
back let in Ferenc Horvath and 
lisztes to give Ferencvaros a 
two-goal lead made 17 minutes, 
the lynesiders’ European 
dream was looking in tatters. 
But Les Ferdinand hauled the 
Magpies back into the game 
when he convened Alan Shear- 
er’s cross, and Shearer himself 
then found the target for his 
fourth goal in a week to give 
Kevin Keegan’s men the price- 
less asset of two away goals. 

Ferdinand acknowledged the 
value of his ninth strike of the 
season. “It was a very important 
goal for me, and probably the 
most important I’ve scored 
since I came to the dub,” he 
said. “Certainly it made a big 
difference to us, and it might 
prove to be the one that keeps 
us in the competition. We knew 
we had to try to score an away 
goal and luckily we got two 
when we needed them most.” 

It has now been three goals 
in three games in the Uefa Cup 
for Ferdmand this teem, but the 
£6m striker does not entirely 
agree with the suggestion that 
the European business is an easy 
proposition. 

“I wouldn’t say easy, but it’s 
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Jockey 
power 
calls off 


Les Ferdinand finds a' way through the Ferencvaros defence in Newcastle^ 3-2 defeat in Budapest on Ihesday night 


been goad for me so far, and I 
hope that continues,” he said. 

made the sort of start you 
have nightmares abouL You 
can’t account for individual er- 
rors and we got really punished. 

“When we were two down af- 
ter 15 minutes it was looking 
pretty grim, but we managed to 
stick to our task rather than get- 
ting blown away. We always felt 
we could score goals, and we 
managed to puO it back, al- 
though after getting ourselves 
back in it we’re disappointed 
that we didn't go on to win it.” 

Perhaps they would have 


done if the Swedish referee, Leif 
S undeh, had not allowed the 
Ukrainian defender Sergei 
Kuznyecov to get away with a 
90-minute display of wrestling 
and balking which left Alan 
Shearer angry and frustrated. 

Shearer, whose mood was not 
helped by the last-minute offside 
Sag that ruled out a perfectly le- 
gal equaliser, accused the de- 
fender of “being inside my shirt 
all night”. Ferdinand, who re- 
ceived more than his own fair 
shares of bruises from Janos 
Hrutka before picking up a cau- 
tion, agreed with Shearer, com- 


plaining thatthe officials had not 


“He booked one of them ear- 
ly on, but I think he lost his bot- 
tle a bit after that and decided 
he wasn’t going to send anybody 
off. It didn't help when Alan’s 
goal was disallowed at the end. 
He couldn’t have been offside, 
because Rob Lee {Killed it bade, 
so there's no chance he was. 

“But it was given and now 
we’ve got a big test back at St 
James’ in a fortnight The good 
thing is that with the two away 
goats we know a 1-0 win, or even 
2- 1, will get us through. I think 


we all know that they'll come to 
Newcastle, put 11 men behind 
the ball and say ‘come and 
beat us'. But we opened them 

the belief that we can ckMta^in 
and get it right next time.” 

If Newcastle think they have 
got problems advancing, then 
they should look at the dilem- 
ma Aberdeen have got them- 
selves in after losing 2-0 at 
home to Brondby on Tuesday. 

Yesterday, the Aberdeen as- 
sistant manager. Tommy Craig, 
conceded that the former Ar- 
senal midfielder John Jeosen 


was right with his claim that 
Scottish sides are not skilful 
enough to succeed in Europe. 

Jensen, now the midfield 
general of Brondby; branded 
the Dons as te chnically inept 
and insisted a change in style 
was necessary to beat the best 
the Continent had to offer. 

Craig, who is also the Scot- 
land Under-21 manager, has ar- 
gued as much for years but 
knows it will take a fundamen- 
tal change in approach to make 
thatartality.“whatamK^sme 
about our result is that we have 
seen it all before. Ws flirted with 


Photograph: Mike Egerton/Hmpics 

a at control but were never really in 
fill ebuge of the game. Brondby 
re. were teetering at stages and 
rid looked there for the taking but 
led we lost bad gpds just arthe end 
rot of each half and paid the 
yle penalty," he said, 
est “Those wounds were self-in- 

flicted and, although bur boys 
ot- showed honesty in looking for 
ar- ' goals; there was a naivety that 
nit wmr along with that W^iiwed 
mi- our football is got suited to Eu- 
tke rape and weneedto get the fine 
me ' balance right between playing 
eve at home and abroad.” 
xth More football, page 31 


League warns players’ union against striking 


The Professional Footballers’ 
Association have been accused 
of manufacturing a show of 
strength that could throw the 
Football League season into 
strike chaos. 

Pal Nevin, the PFA’s chair- 
man, fired the opening shots as 
the deadline for a ballot to take 
industrial action passed at 
lunchtime yesterday, but the 
Scotland and Tranmere winger 
was met by an instant riposte 


from angry League officials, 
who claim the union's unbend- 
ing stance over television cash 
is an act of brinkmanship that 
could backfire on the players. 

“The outcome of the ballot 
is entirely predictable,” the 
League spokesman. Chris Hull 
said. “The players, as an act of 
blind faith, will give the PFA a 
mandate to take industrial ac- 
tion. But we feel that the an- 
nouncement of the result of the 


ballot on Saturday will be 
utilised by the PFA as a public 
relations exercise. They want to 
flex their muscles and, as a re- 
sult, the issue wfll be turned into 
a media circus. 

“But the PFA should also be 
aware of the consequences of 
persisting with this line of action 
because it could prove harmful 
for many of their members. And 
although the PFA will be given 
their mandate, whether Lhey in- 


tend to use it is another matter.” 

Union leaders expect to be 
given overwhelming support by 
their members as they look to 
secure the 10 percent levy that 
has been traditionally paid to 
them from cash generated by 
television screening rights. 

The League have countered 
that the old agreement is archa- 
ic in light of the recent £25m deal 
struck with Sky TV. 

With the chief executive. Gar- 


don Taylor, and his deputy, 
Brendon Batson, at a meeting 
of European football unions* in 
Athens, it was left to Nevin to 
defend the PFAs stance daring 
an interview on BBC Radio 5 
Live. 

“A few weeks ago the Foot- 
ball League decided to re- 
nege on the 10 per cent deaL 
That money goes into things 
like the education; fund, benev- 
olent fund and insurance 


fond,” Nevin said. “Last time 
we had a ballot five years ago 
on the Premier League, or 
Division One as it was then, we 
had over 90 per cent backing. 
The players generally trust 
the union.” 

He added that the League 
had made no moves to accom- 
modate the players' demands. 
“As soon as we get the mandate, 
the Football League will realise 
that we are not playing games 


any more. The brinkmanship 
has been taken right to the 
end” 

The League have declared 
their intention to seek an in- 
junction blocking strike action, 
insisting players would be con- 
travening industrial legislation. 


'UNSECURED Pf 


1 have never known anything 
tike this," Bill Nhnnetey, thqf . 
stewards’ secretary, said “ThereV 
was nothing more we could da 
Wfc wffl submit a confidential re- w 
port to the Jockey Club and its 
is up to them to take the mai-4f 
ter further.” / 

Anthony Cann, whose father/ 
owned a runner in the nurd**« 
echoed Nunneley’s frustoj'e 1 

“It’s just mob role,” he sai 
“These jockeys are getting I- 1 

footballers, they are just too j 
for their boots.” 

. Since many of the jockeys if 
travelled a long way to rid/ 
Haydock and were giving uf 
chance of remuneration, it I 
to assume that their coni 
were genuine. Their dc<I 
may yet prove more costlA 
however. The only recent pi 
dent for yesterday’s events wt 
its July 1989, when 11 jockeys-, 
including Swinburn - refused to 
ride at Beverley. They were lat- 
er fined between £250 and £750. 

However, John Masse, a 
Jockey Gub spokesman, said: 

“It wouldn’t be fair to compare 
that incident with this one 
We've not had the report 
Haydock yet so we don't kn 
what is going to happen.” 

Racissg, page 
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Wednesday's solution 


UUlUEIHmUU UlilU 

□ Id 13 □ If 13 B 
EEBEBQG] UIIUUBtlll 
UUUUUL1LJL1 
Id □ El Id B LIU tJUUUUtlUJ 

□ Ifl a H U U B 
UUUUU L1BUBUUK1UB 

□ U H hi 

LJBBUBUUUU UJBUQU 
HUB U U L2J Lj 
UJBU1UL1UU! LiHUlUUmU 
HLIEUEUUU 
UEIdUHUU UCJUC1UBU 

H til □ E 13 HI u 
HUDULJHQEJHHIIEI 


Injured Baia rated 
doubtful for Barcelona 


Barcelona, resigned to losing 
their Brazilian striker Ronaldo 



ACROSS 21 

1 Don once more sup- 

g lies the remedy (7) 22 

peeded round lake and 
made waves (7) 23 

9 Revolution reported by 

the dailies? (8,7) 24 

10 Polish (and reportedly 
female) name (5) 

H A deal of unity (9) 

12 'Right 1 moralist’s cut by l 

sleazy English (9) 

14 Cry from leader of war 2 
band (5) 

15 A little beast -your set- 
ter, that is! (5) 3 

16 Put faction to rest and 

cross over? (9) 4 

18 Level trees cultivated 
round Royal garden ar- 5 
eas (9) 


‘Rock’ - or a lighter 6 
piece (5) 

Agent, Bond, cracked d- 7 

g her ultimately (9,6) 8 

rackets the little man’ 
with social groups? (7) 13 
State gets unruly type 
turned away (7) 14 

DOWN 15 

Unwinds with excess 
drink (5,2) 17 

Nasty creepings inside 
are an increasing prob- 19 
lem (9,6) 

Dears preoccupied af- 20 
ter letter (9) 

Purgative girl's brought 

HP( 5 ) ... 

Frequent note, with 

tenor (9) 


Dome inlaid with liber- 
al gold? (51 
Out on a limb? (3,6,6) 
Quinsy pest KOucom- 

Settlers? I agree, taken 
in small measures (9) 
Employment figures? 
(?). 

liying one’s luck, or de- 
clining? (7) 

Trained rude tot to be- 
have (7) 

Frightfully gloomy Eng- 
lish lake (5) 

Bachelors captivated 
by short strip queen (5) 
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now have a goalkeeping crisis 
on their hands. 

The Portuguese internation- 
al Vitor Baia pulled up in train- 
ing with a ligament strain in his 
right knee and is doubtful for the 
first-leg match at Nou Camp. 

The second-choice goalkeep- 
er, Julen Lopetegui, is ako injured 
and on Monday the reserve goal- 
keeper, Mariano Angpy, quit 
the dub to play American foot- 
ball for the Barcelona Dragons. 

As a result, 29-year-old Car- 
los Bosquets is set for an un- 
expected comeback to 
Barcelona’s first team. Bus- 
quets was a regular under the 
former manager, Johan Cruyff, 
but when Bobby Robson look 
over at the Catalan club, bring- 
ing Baia with him from Porto, 
the Spaniard slithered down the 
ranks into the third team. If he 
plays it will be his first top-lev- 
el appearance since Robson 
and Baia arrived in the summer. 

At the other end of the pitch, 
the Spanish international strik- 
er Juan Pizzi is set to replace 
Ronaldo, who misses the dash 
with the Yugoslavs because of a 
Brazilian friendly which has also 
deprived the holders, Paris St- 
Germain, and Portugal's Benfi- 
ca of their first-choice strikers. 

PSG will be without Leonar- 
do, whose seven goals to date 
have helped them to btnldaooni- 
manding lead in the French 
■ league, for tfaeirfirst-rousd tie in 
Turkey against Galatasaray. 

“We’ll surely miss him.” the 
Brazilian's fellow midfielder 
Vincent Guerin said. “But I 


think we have enough good 
players to manage without him.” 

Laurent Fournier will prob- 
ably move forward into Leonar- 
do's attacking midfield role, 
with Jose Cobos coming into the 
defence at left-back. 

PSG are expecting a tough 
game in Istanbul's AliSanri Yen 
stadium, in stark contrast to 
their first-round tie against 
Vaduz of Liechtenstein, whom 
they beat 7-0 on aggregate. 

The Benfica striker Osmar 
Donizete - like Ronaldo, the 
top scorer in his league — miss- 
es the Pbrtuguese side's second- 
round tie against Lokomotiv 
Moscow to play for his country. 
But the Benfica coach, Paulo 
Antuori, is unperturbed, sayine:- 
“Someone else will take ms 
place and know what to do.” 

Ftorentma, the winners of the 
first Cup- Whiners' Cap final in 
1961, are confident of over- 
whelming Sparta Prague in their 
first leg in Florence. The Italians 
have taken only five points from 
their five Sene A games to date 
but their captain, Gabriel Batis- 
tuta, believes his Side are about 
to recover their form. 

“I feel lean make a promise 
to the fens - Fioreptwa and 
Batistuta are just about to take 
off and the worst is behind us 
now,” the inspirational Argen- 
tinian forward said. Batistuta 
missed apenalty in Saturday’s frO 
home drawwith Lazio and says 
he has a debt to repay to 
Eorentina's fens. “If we get a 
penalty agamst Sparta, TO take 
it,” he said. - 

The Nigerian striker 
Nwankwo Kami will have heart 
surgery m the United States 
next month. The SQyear-old 


Intemazionale forward had cho- 
sen a specialist clinic in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, for the operation, 
which would be carried out in the 
next two to three weeks. 

The Milan dub, who bought 
Kami from Ajax this season, bad 
no immediate comment on the 
-report. The newspaper said 
Kanu had visited specialists in 
London, Amsterdam and the 
United States, who had con- 
firmed the findings of Italian 
cardiologists that he was suf- 
fering from a “valvular insuffi- 
ciency of the aorta”. 

Kanu helped Nigeria to 
Olympic gold in Atlanta and 
won the European Cup with 
Ajax in 1995. He has vowed to 
overcome his heart problem, 
which doctors say may mean he 
wifl never play again. “Til fight 
to the end before giving up,” 
Kuu-i .slid last month. 

The player's problem was 
diagnosed in. medical tests at Ih- 
ternazionale after he had 
moved from Ajax, raising 
donbts over the validity of the 
transfer deal. La GazaeUa said 
Fife, the worid governing body, 
had written to die two dubs urg- 
ing them to come to an amica- 
ble solution. 

The Australia coach, Eddie 
Thomson, has quii to take up 
a £260,000-a-year job as head 
coach with foe Japanese J- 
League side Sanfrecce Hi- 
roshima. Thomson will take up 
his new post early next year. 

Australia’s Olympic; coach. 
Rani Blanco, will take over as 

acting national coach. Thomson 

was cleared in June lastyear of 
corruption by a parliamentary 
inquiry into overseas transfers 

of Australian players. 
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